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The SPEAKER (Mr Thompson) took the Chair
at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

NATURAL DISASTER
CPA: Messages of Symipathy

TilE SPEAKER (Mr Thompson): The follow-
ing messages have been received concerning the
cyclone, storm, and fire disaster which occurred
last week-

From the Chairman of the Executive Com-
mittee of the Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association, the Hon. Datuk Musa Hitam of
the Malaysian Parliament-

Personally grieved to hear of the disaster
that has taken place in your State follow-
ing the storm recently stop On behalf of
CPA convey to you our condolences
stop Wish you the best in your efforts
to rehabilitate the damnage caused stop
Regards stop

From the Secret ary-GeneralI of the Common-
wealth Parliamentary Association, Sir Robin
Vanderfelt-

Please advise members all here greatly
distressed learn of loss of life and storm
damage earlier this week.

Suitable replies to these messages have been sent.

QUESTIONS

Questions were taken at this stage.

COMMUNITY WELFARE ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Introduction and First Reading

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Ridge (Mint-
ister for Community Welfare), and read a first
time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: NINTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from the 6th April, on the
following motion by Mr MacKinnon-

That the following Address-in -Reply to
His Excellency's Speech be agreed to-

May it please, Your Excellency: We,
the Legislative Assembly of the Parlia-
ment of the State of Western Australia
in Parliament assembled, beg to express
loyalty to our Most Gracious Sovereign,

and to thank Your Excellency for the
Speech you have been pleased to address
to Parliament.

MR SHALDERS (Murray) [4.52 p~m.]: I rise
to support the motion so ably moved by my
colleague, the member for Murdoch. In so doing
I wouid like to congratulate the member for
Victoria Park on his election as the new Leader
of the Opposition. I must admit to having been
a little surprised that before any suggestion of
moves being made within the Labor Party for the
election of a new leader I was questioned by two
farmers in the south-west as to who was to be
the new Leader of the Opposition. At that stage
there had been no reference in The West Ares-
tralian or the Daily News to this matter and I
confessed that I did not know of any such move.

One can imagine how surprised I was when
these two fellows said they had been talking to
the Federal President of the ACTU (Mr H-awke)
at an airport in the Eastern States where he had
said there would be a new leader of the ALP in
Western Australia within a month. I find that a
rather strange remark for the Federal President
of the ALP to have made. One would have
thought if he had had any knowledge of what
was going to happen he would have confined
his comments to the inner sanctums of the ALP.
Nonetheless, I congratulate the member for
Victoria Park on his promotion.

Mr Davies: The other pant of the rumour was
that this was announced over 6PR.

Mr SKALDERS: I am sure that I echo the
sentiments of all members of this House in
expressing very deep sympathy to the families and
relatives of all those killed or injured in last
Tuesday's disaster. I think also I echo the
Fentiments of all members in expressing sympathy
to all those affected in so many other ways, be
they farmers, businessmen, or others who lost
homes, equipment, and so on, whether the damn-
vge was caused by flood, wind, or fire.

On behalf of myself, and I am sure all me~mbers
on this side of the House, and I would hope all
other members of the House, although there was
a sour note introduced tonight by the member for
Collie, I wish to congratulate those associated
with restoring the essential services such as power,
telephones, water, and to shire councils which
arranged for the clearing of roads. I congratu-
late all those who took pant in fighting the fires;
the State Housing Commission for its very quick
action in assisting those who lost their homes;
all those who worked for such long hours to
restore essential services and so helped to bring
the community out of the chaos into which it
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was plunged. Besides expressing gratitude to
those people whose job it was to do that work
I wish to thank the members of the volMutry
services who stood shoulder to shoulder with
those people to work on behalf of the victims of
the disaster. 1 refer to members of organisations
such as Rotary, Lions, Apex, Jaycees and the
Red Cross. I include the Slow Learning Children's
opportunity shop in my electorate which offered
immediate services Such as bedding and clothing
to families who had been left with nothing.

From the people of my electorate I want to
convey congratulJations to the Government for the
swift appraisal of the situation and the announce-
ment of an aid programme which was outlined by
the Premier this afternoon. The fact that the
Premier and three Ministers had been through
the more devastated areas within 4H hours of Ihe
disaster occurring shows the concern the Govern-
ment and Ministers of the Cabinet have for those
vicims. As members will recall, I have on record
a question in respect of fencing asked of the
Minister for Agriculture on the day following
the disaster. I am. pleased to see the Government
has given special thought to a programme of aid
which will give assistance to these people. There is
no doubt that there is a terrible problem at the
moment with roadside boundary fencing being
down thus allowing stock to stray. This situation
will not help the victims who have already
suffered and it is a source of danger to people
driving in the district. Already in my electorate
there has been a bad accident because of this
situation, but fortunately no-one was seriously
injured.

We know the effect fts disaster has had on
the rural industry and we know many of the
people have been dealt an absolute death blow.
Many farmers in this State have had to contend
with and endure depressed markets for their
livestock for a considerable period of time; two
s;ignificant drought periods.

Some have suffered recent summer flooding
and now they have experienced the effects of
cyclone "Alby". The last straw for these people
has been the union embargo on the export of
live sheep.

Mr Acting Speaker (Mr Itlaikie), you will be
well aware that for many rural producers this last
point represents the last avenue the farmers have
to salvage some return for the past two years of
disastrous farming conditions. I cannot understand
the attitude of the Australian Meat Industry Em-
ployees' Union; its attitude is totally inexplicable.
I can draw a parallel to the present Situation, and
I refer to the last time there wats a downturn in the
car industry. I wonder whether members oif that

union would have supported action which pre-
vented them selling their vehicles privately so as to
protect the jobs of used car salesmen. The answer,
of course, is obviously "No" as I am sure they
would have totally opposed the idea. They would
have wanted the opportunity to sell what is theirs
at the best price available, and good luck to
them! Yet here other unionists are taking action
which is exactly opposite to that principle.

I believe it is time this Parliament knew where
the Opposition stands on this important issue.
I saw the Leader of the Opposition on television
not long after he took over ats leader of the party
and he said to all members of the Labor Party
that the ALP must demonstrate to rural people
that it had the policies and wats prepared to take
action to regain the confidence of the rural people.
He indicated that if the ALP did not regain the
confidence of the rural people in this State the
party couild never return to office.

Here is at first-cla opportunity for the
Opposition to demonstrate to the people who live
in the rural areas exactly Where it Stands oft
this vital issue. I can assure the Opposition
that these people are anxious to, know where
the members of the Labor Party stand. Are they
going to be hobbled like lame ducks with the
millstone of at particular union's attitude around
their necks, or are they going to stand on their
own two feet and say and do what they know
in their heart of hearts to be correct? For sheer
political purposes it would suit me if the ALP
supported the action of the Australian Meat
Industry Employees' Union. No doubt it would
be of political advantage to me; but I believe
it would be in the best interests of this State
and this nation if the ALP were to stand tip for
the rights of those people over whom this union
Would like to trample.

I believe that the ALP is at the most important
crossroad it has ever faced in the last decade
and the people of this country are becoming
extremely impatient to see which direction it will
take.

Mr O'Neil: The ALP-the farmiers' friend.

Mr Mclver: That is right.

Mr SIIAIDERS: If that is the major issue
facing the AL.P in this State at the present
time, not far behind that comes the question
of the future of bauxite mining in Western Austra-
lia. I do not intend to dwell on this particular
Subject at this stage, because I believe there will
be ample opportunity to debate in full the question
of bauxite mining, if not later in this session,
certainly during the next session.
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Mr Bryce: lust look around and ask some of
your parliamentary colleagues whiat they think.

Mr SI-ALDERS: We want to know the attitude
of the ALP; that is the attitude I am interested
in.

Mr Bryce. The Labor Party is the only party
involved in a decent, intelligent analysis of it.
That is right.

Mr SHALDERS: I wish the member would
convey that to the member for Warren who keeps
running in and out like a terrier. I am sorry
he is not present.

Mr Bryce: He is the convenor of the
committee.

Mr SHALDERS: The member for Warren keeps
running in and out like a little terrier, having
a sniff here and a sniff there-two bobs-worth
each way. Nobody knows where he stands on
this issue. Nobody knows where the ALP stands
on this issue.

Mr Bryce: You wait until the member for
Warren is here.

Mr' SHALDERS: I shall be delighted to see
the member for Warren here. The Alcoa
Company of Australia has been subjected to some
of the most vicious and untrue rumours, libellous
statements and downright untruths which I have
ever heard in this State. I am not suggesting
the ALP has circulated these rumours. However,
I believe the ALP should be prepared to listen
to some of these rumours and say, "We do not
believe them." The ALP should take a stand
instead of allowing these people to think they
have the tacit support of the ALP as a result
of its silence.

Mr Skidmore: We may do that at the appropriate
time.

Mr SHALDERS: Why does not the member do
that now?-

Mr Skidmore: We will make up our own minds
when to do that.

Mr SHALDERS: The Sound Advertiser, which
is really the home newspaper of the member
for Rockingham, contained an- article recently
which made some slanderous statements. One
statement said that the Alcoa Company of
Australia is deliberately spreading dieback.
Another statement claimed that it was drilling
for bauxite in forest quarantine areas. I ask
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition: Does the
ALP believe that Alcoa is doing either of those
things?

Mr Bryce: Put the question on the notice paper.

Mr SHALDERS: Why does not the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition answer the question by
way of interjection? Does he believe either of
those allegations?

Mr O'Necil: He is shaking his head.

Mr SHALDERS: I cannot work it out.
Mr B. T. Burke: Who made the allegations?

Mr SHALDERS: The allegations were made
by a Dwellingup resident-a Mrs Schabort.

Mr B. T. Burke: Alcoa has said it intends in
the next year to move, in an exploratory manner,
into that area, and that was said in this House
a month ago.

Mr Bryce: I do not believe that Alcoa is
spreading dieback.

Mr SH-ALDERS: The company has said that
given its most optimistic rate of expansion it will
not extend its mining operations inside the pre-
sent quarantine boundaries of State forests for
the next 20 years.

Mr B. T. Burke: Are you prepared to stand
by that statement?

Mr SKALDERS: That is what the company
has said. It is not my statement.

Mr B. T. Burke: It is just not true.

Mr Jamieson: That is not what the company
is saying at all.

Mr SHALDERS: I understood that members
of the Opposition had been down to that area
and had been through the Alcoa operation.

Mr Jamieson: We have; and that is not what
the company is saying.

Mr 5K ALDERS: Certainly I was present with
a group which went through the Alcoa operations.

Mr B. T. Burke: Had you listened at the
opening night of Parliament you would have
heard your Minister say what I have just men-
tioned.

Mr Jamieson: They are not the facts. You
check your facts. The company is doing the
right thing; you should cut out putting them
into a position that in fact they are not in.

Mr SN ALDERS: I am not suggesting that the
company is doing the wrong thing.

Mr Jamieson- Yes you are; that is your trouble.

Mr SHALDERS: I wish wore members of the
Opposition were like the member for Welsh pool
who is prepared to get up and say, "The company
is doing the right thing."

Mr B. T. Burke: Had you been here on the
opening night of Parliament you would have
heard your Minister say that.
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Mr SHALDERS: I would be delighted to hear
the Leader of the Opposition get up and say that
the company is doing the right thing.

Mr Skidmore: I believe I was informed, when
I spoke to the company, that it is the intention
of the company possibly to move into the quaran-
line areas with the knowledge of the Forests
Department with a view to carrying out trials
to see whether there is a difference between min-
ing in quarantine areas as distinct from mining
in areas outside quarantine areas.

The SPEAKER: The time of the member for
Swan has expired.

Mr SHALDERS: My clear understanding is
that Alcoa would have no need to think of full
scale mining operations in quarantine areas for
20 years.

Mr B. T. Burke: You are wrong. You are
confused.

Mr SfIALDERS: I am sure all members of this
House would be delighted to see the Leader of
the Opposition and the deputy leader stand up
and say, "We believe Alcoa is doing the right
thing", because I certainly believe the company
is doing the right thins and I am sure the people
of this State are looking forward to finding out
the attitude of the Opposition on this subject.

Mr Bryce; Would you like a blank cheque
as to every step of its operations? Is that what
you are asking for?

Mr SHALDERS: No, I am not. I am not
suggesting that for a minute. The member for
Welshpool interjected and said that Alcoa was
doing the right thing. I am looking for an official
statement to the same effect from the Leader
of the Opposition.

Mr Jamieson: That is what we are talking
about.

Mr SH-ALDERS: It would be to my particular
political benefit if the ALP came out against con-
trolled and balanced expansion of bauxite mining
in this State in the future, because there is no
doubt where the people in my electorate stand on
this issue. They realise that the jobs of husbands,
wives and even the children of many families
are dependent upon Alcoa.

As I said, it might be to my narrow political
advantage if the ALP took such a stance; but I
believe in the interests and the welfare of the
people of this State. The Opposition should have
a good look at this question and tell the people
exactly where it stands.

Mr Bryce: I have just told you that we are the
only party that is doing anything about it.

Mr SHALDERS: The Opposition should make
a statement, particularly in view of the fact that
it has said it is trying to regain the confidence of
the people who live outside the metropolitan area.
At the moment it is doing absolutely nothing to
regain that confidence.

Mr Mclver: When will we get the new bridge
at Mandurab?

Mr T. H. Jones: That is about 10 years off.
Mr O'Neil: That is not soon enough.

Mr SI-ALDERS: The picture will unfold. It is
very similar to the white swans in the member's
electoraze-"now you see them, now you don't".

I want briefly to refer to a situation which has
confronted a very good organisation in my elec-
torate. I refer to the Pinjarra Race Club. A
short time ago the jockeys association declared
that its members would not ride at future meetings
at Pinjarra.

Mr Bryce: Why?

Mr SI-ALDERS: Obviously the jockeys had
some reason for making that statement.

Mr Bryce: Are you not going to tell us why?
Do not expect the member for Ascot not to come
to the side of the jockeys.

Mr SHALDERS: In the opinion of the jockeys
the track was not safe. Of course, there is a
controlling body covering disputes over racing in
this State-the stewards of the WATC. I believe
one could liken the position of the stewards to
the position of umpires. The stewards inspected
the track and declared it was safe for racing.

Mr Harman: When did they say that?

Mr SHALDERS: Subsequent to the jockeys
saying they would not ride on the track-

Mr Harman: When did the stewards say that?

Mr SHALDERS: -there is no doubt the
stewards, in their opinion, felt the track was safe
for racing.

Mr Bryce: Let the stewards ride the horses.

Mr SHALDERS: I am sure the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition would agree that in any dispute
there must be an umpire. The club felt that the
track was safe to race on, but the jockeys felt
it was not safe. What could be done other than
to obtain the opinion of the stewards of the
WATC?

Mr B. T. Burke: Of course the breeders, owners,
and trainers supported the jockeys-we must not
forget that.

Mr SHALDERS: The stewards came down to
the track and declared that, in their opinion, it
was safe to race on. As a result, the club went
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ahead and called nominations for two meetings.
As one member interjected, the breeders, owners,
and trainers supported the jockeys for reasons we
well know-they want to have metropolitan mid-
week racing.

Mr Bryce: Do not knock that.

Mr SlIALDERS: The nominations were insuffi-
cient to -stage either of those meetings. Only two
meetings remained in the season scheduled to be
held at Pinjarra. The Pinjarra president and, I
understand, one or two members of his committee
and the secretary of the Pinjarra club met with
the committee of the WATC. At the end of the
meeting it was their understanding that the West
Australian Turf Club, in view of the fact that the
stewards had declared the track safe to race on,
would support the Pinjarra club in whatever
action it decided to take in respect of the last
two meetings of the season which were to be held
at Pinjarra.

The Pinjarra committee conferred on the
matter and decided to transfer one of the meetings
to Bunbury in order to keep faith with the raving
industry. I understand that race meeting was held
yesterday and the proceeds were donated to the
Lord Mayor's Relief Appeal. I commend the
club on that action. However, rather than going
through the charade of calling nominations for
the last meeting, having insufficient nominations
and abandoning the meeting, the club decided it
would cancel the meeting.

Immediately the WATC obtained the informa-
tion it jumped in and said, "We will take over
that meeting and run it at Ascot." Certainly the
WATC. said to the club, "if you want to, run it as
your meeting at Ascot: but there is going to be a
race meeting at Ascot on that date." If the club
did not want to hold this meeting in its name, the
WATC would take over the date and hold a
mid-week race meeting in the metropolitan area.

I feel this is very unfair of the WATC: the
WATC failed to back-up the decision of its own
stewards who had declared the Pinjarra track safe
for racing and it resulted in the club deciding to
cancel the meeting. I am aware of the fact that
there are horses which need to be started and all
the rest of it. At the same time, the club had
endeavoured to do all it could. The curator of
courses from the WA Turf Club visited the
track and suggested certain improvements which
the club complemented. At one time the president
of the jockeys association was not even prepared
to go to Pinjarra and re-look at the position, but
eubsequently he did so. He declared that the
members of the jockeys association would stll not
ride on the track.

Mr B. T. Burke: You fail to understand
something of the essential separation between
the administration of the stewards' body and the
club. It is best illustrated by the example where
the club runs the meetings and the stewards are
responsible for the control board. The club does
not support the stewards. The club runs the racing
and the stewards have a different function
altogether.

Mr SUALDERS:. The understanding given by
the people from the WATC to the deputation
from the Pinjarra club when they met to discuss
the last two remaining dates was that it would
support the action decided on by the Pinjarra
club in relation to those two meetings. By that I
would have thought the WATC meant to support
the club if it decided to go ahead and call
nominations, transfer the meetings, or cancel them
altogether.

Mr B. T. Burke: That is not supporting the
stewards: that is why you have appeals against
the stewards' decisions to the committee.

Mr SHALDERS: Certainly: there is no argu-
ment about that. Nevertheless, I feel that part icu-
lar club has been let down by the WATC and it
has not been supported to the extent to which it
ought to have been.

Mr Bryce: What sort of improvements are the
jockeys insisting upon which are so difficult for
the club to meet at the Pinjarra course?

Mr SH4ALDERS: T understand at one place on
the- track there is a bare area and that the horses
gallop off grass onto a bare area and back onto
grass again. The jockeys maintain the horses
become unbalanced. That may well be right,
but surely the stewards are in a position to decide
whether or not, in fact, that makes the track
unsafe. I think the umpires or in this case the
stewards, have to be supported in their
determinations.

Mr Mclver: Will we get a winner if we do
support them?

Mr SH-ALDERS: In conclusion, I urge members
to support the Lord Mayor's Relief Appeal which
has been launched to aid the victims of the
disasters following cyclone "A Iby". I know it is
easy to say that the appeal should be supported,
but it is not always easy for everyone to do so.
I do believe the members of the Western Aust-
ralian public should took to their pockets to
see whether, in fact,,they can afford to donate.
perhaps, a day's pay to the Lards Mayor's Relief
Appeal. 1 think that would be a fine gesture on the
part of every person in this State who is in a
financial position to do so. I know that some
people are not in that position, but certainly
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those who can afford to donate should do so.
I believe the unions could lend their backing
to such an appeal, and would support the donation
of one day's pay. 1 can assure members that
any money so collected will go a long way towards
assisting the recovery from the disaster of those
many people who have been affected. 1 support
the motion.

MR MeIVER (Avon) [5.16 p.m.J- The subject
matter before the House is the Address-in-Reply
debate. I have previously expressed the view that
this is a very important debate, and also a most
important facet of the operations of this Parlia-
ment. The Address-in-Reply debate not only
provides an opportunity for members of Parlia-
ment to speak on various issues of concern which
they can place before the Government, but it
also enables members to show some tangible
evidence to their constituents that they have done
something about those issues. This debate also
provides ample opportunity for the Opposition
to criticise, constructively, the policy of the Gov-
ernment, and also to highlight any issues of
concern and decisions made by the Government.

Before I get onto those particular issues I
want to make a very brief reference to the
devastation caused last week to the south-west
region of the State, and also to those affected
by cyclone "Alby" throughout Western Australia.
Is is only too apparent that our hearts must go
out to those who have suffered a great loss;
in fact, some have lost all.

I would be remiss if I did not commend
the work forces which so ably and so efficiently
co-operated with the respective shires, and with
the Forests Department, to restore communica-
tions.

We are aware of the situation in the south-
west portion of this State where many of the
remote areas are Surrounded by huge forests. We
are also aware that many roads became impassible
because of falling trees, but within a matter of
hours those roads were reopened for communica-
tion.

I cannot commend highly enough the efforts
of the work force of the State Energy Commission,
the Main Roads Department, and Telecom. The
workers involved hardly saw their beds for days
on end, and they must be commended for the
work they did in the respective areas in order to
restore communications.

We are able to call for volunteers to fight bush-
fires, and we are able to call for volunteers to
clear trees from the roads. However, when deal-
ing with electricity, and particularly in the south-
west area where the high voltage transmission

lines spread out from flunhury, one can call only
for volunteers who are experienced in the field
of electricity. It is not easy to restore electricity
supplies;, therefore, we must commend those who
were involved in restoring those communications.

There were also individual acts of heroism by
many people. I will not go into that aspect at
this stage, but those members connected with the
affected areas know what I am talking about.

One fact has emerged from the effects of
cyclone "Alby" which has been to the benefit
of all. I consider the disaster has brought the
various communities closer together. I strongly
believe we have been straying from Christian
values and Christian teachings, and that apathy
and greed were becoming more apparent in our
way of life. If cyclone "Alby" has done nothing
else, it has brought people closer together.
Barriers between neighbours were torn down, and
everything was put aside in order to assist. I
Only trust that way of life can be retained, and
wilt be expanded.

Having said that I want to deal with the main
issue I intend to bring before this Parliament
during the Address- in- Reply debate. I strongly
criticise the Government for its lack of action,
lack of approach, and for being so timid in
allowing a most important industry in Western
Australia to decline. I refer to an industry
which employs more people directly and indirectly
than any other industry in Western Australia. It
affects more people and has a greater effect on
the environment than any other industry. It is an
industry in which more people go bankrupt than
in any other industry. Of course, I am referring
specifically to transport.

As far as transport is concerned this Govern-
ment, through its lack of approach and lack of
policy, has allowed Western Australia to be put
into reverse gear. This is the only State which is
not striding forward, and the decisions of the
Government are having a detrimental effect on
the people of Western Australia. particu-
larly in country areas. The impost of in-
creased freight rates which the Government has
placed on the people of Western Australia is
causing great harm, and has resulted in an exodus
of people from the country to the city.

Let us analyse some of the decisions made
by this Government in relation to transport.
Firstly, I will touch on the decision to remove
freezer traffic from Westrail and hand it over to
road transport. We were told by the Minister
that two main factors were involved in the
changeover. Firstly, we were told that Westrail
was not able to comply with health regulations.
and, secondly, the economy had to be considered.
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The economic situation is a result of the
Government's own doing; it is a result of its own
policies. Another reason is the lack of funds.
Funds have not been made available by this
State Government, and they certainly have not
been made available by Fraser and his Ali Baba
bandits in Canberra. The measly amount allo-
cated for transport in Western Australia, for rail
and roads, is in parallel with the policy of
federalism; a policy which the Premier and
Ministers of the Government-and other members
-have claimed to be so marvellous. The people
in Western Australia, particularly those in
country areas, are now feeling the effects of the
federalism policy. That policy is now beginning
to sink in and it is deplorable. It is eroding the
role and the service of one of the most important
transport systems in the world.

I have mentioned two factors provided by the
Government as being the reasons for transferring
freezer traffic from Westrail to road transport.
The first reason was that Westrail was not able
to meet the health regulations, and the second
reason was the economy. Let us see what
Westrail has to offer in relation to freezer traffic.
I will quote briefly from a document as fol-
lows-

Westrail equipment, (Transicold and
"Westinghouse Thermok ing" refrigeration
units,) is amongst the most modern and
efficient available in this State or anywhere in
Australia.

The 56 series 2Oft containers use a re-
frigerated unit that road transport use on 50
and 6Oft semi trailers. If road transport is
considered efficient, Westrail has refrigeration
capacity far in excess of" any normal re-
quirements.

All Westrail frozen food containers and
vans are fitted with recording charts, to
constantly monitor interior temperatures.
Very few road freezers are 20 fitted and the
Public Health Department inspectors are
incapable of any effective surveillance of
standards due to lack of numbers and lack
of authority. (There is no legislation yet
covering frozen food cartage and handling.)

So, it was a ease of recommendations only from
The Public Health Department; it was not a
mandatory direction. Let us have a look at what
is happening now. Keeping in mind the health
regulations, and the modern type of service which
was available. I made a random check of trucks
leaving the Kewdale freight terminal. The first
concerns a truck headed for Kalgoorlie with the
gauge showing 60 degrees Fahrenheit, but the
freezer motor was not working. The next concerns

a truck, TNT, with the temperature gauge showing
65 degrees Fahrenheit. That truck contained mar-
garine. Another uninsulated canvas-covered truck
was carrying orange juice, which should have been
stored at 1.66 degrees centigrade. Another re-
frigerated truck had a cold motor and the
temperature was 58 degrees Fahrenheit, and that
truck was carrying bacon, butter, etc.

Those trucks were allowed to proceed into
country areas. Give the country people the scraps!
It does not matter if one lives in the country!
As long as we get fresh food in Perth it seems it
does not matter about country people. That is
what this present Government is allowing to
happen, and yet the Government has the temerity
to say we have to adhere to health regulations.
Have you. Mr Speaker, ever heard such rubbish?

Another instance concerns a Kombi van which
was uninsulated and carrying Berri orange juice
and other refrigerated goods. I could go on but 1
think I have made my point. What does the
Minister have to say about this when it is brought
to his attention? An article appeared in The West
Australian on the 26th January stating-

The change from rail to road transport of
all refrigerated goods to country areas since
October last year had been successful, the
Minister for Transport, Mr Wordsworth.
said yesterday.

Critics of the change should get their
facts straight about the cost of road transport
of meat, he said.

He was commenting on craicism from the
Labor Party about the service and its cosl
and complaints by the Morawa Chamber of
Commerce that the cost of transporting meat
had gone up from six to 13 cents a kilo.

He said that Morawa was getting meat
delivered by road freezer-chiller service at
from 6.6c to 9.4c a kilo.

The Minister is referring specifically to the
Morawa Chamber of Commerce. I want members
to keep the details of that statement in their
minds. The Minister said that the change from
rail to road transport of refrigerated goods had
been successful.

I have been inundated with correspondence
from shires in country areas ahout this matter,
I have received complaints from the Shires of
Lake Grace. Nartham. Beverley, Bruce Rock.
and the people of Albany. to name but a few
of my correspondents. All these people are dis-
enchanted with the present service, and I have
already given their reasons.
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I would like now to quote a letter from the
Shire of Beverley in my own electorate. It reads
as follows-

My Council is concerned at the present
transport system for delivery of refrigerated
goods to Beverley. Since cancellation of the
refrigerated rail service all such goods being
delivered to fleverley come by road trans-
port and we are advised that such goods are
on these trucks for periods of up to two
or three days before delivery is made. This
is apparently due to the route taken by the
trucks which leads them from Perth through
several Country centres. before arriving at
Beverley on their return trip to Perth.

Council has requested the Commissioner
of Railways to consider re-introducing the
refrigerated rail service through Beverley and
we do now seek your support of our request
and do assure you that any help you can
give would be most sincerely appreciated.

I would like to quote now from another letter
written by a retailer from Bruce Rock to the Com-
missioner of Transport. The events set out in
this letter would make a Noel Coward comedy
look like a nursery rhyme. While I read this
letter, I would like members to bear in mind the
Minister's comments that ther-e had been no
change, and that the service has been a great im-
provement. The letter reads as follows-

Since the cessation of the Westrail freezer
van service, we have road transport, and I
have had "nothing but trouble".

To start with, we never know at what
hour they are going to arrive, and we have
only ONE delivery per week, instead of
FIVE previously. In addition, we put up
with broken cartons, dirty meat, and worst
of all, no refrigeration.

On Tuesday, 21st February, arrived
at 5.45 p-rn., the container was warm, but
being in a hurry, t didn't investigate. My
meat was double boxed and double bagged
and was in a satisfactory condition.

On Wednesday 8th March,.. ... arrived
at 6 p.m., approximately one hour after
my shop closes. When the driver,.. ..
driving truck with registration No. .. ..
opened the doors of the container, I noticed
how hot the air and the floor were.

I then asked him how long the refrigera-
tion unit had been off, and he said "All
day". When I asked him the reason, he
said that it had broken down, but added that

my meat should be alright as he had stacked
cartons of Easter eggs over it to keep it
cool. On opening the bags and cartons I
found this to be true.

That is a new form of refrigeration-Easter eggs!
How would members here like to get into some
nice chocolate chops! What a shambles. This
is what the people in the country areas are
expected to put up with. The letter continues--

On Tuesday, March 14th, the same truck
and driver arrived at 4.15 p.m.

It was a hot day, and on opening the con-
tainer I found no frig unit working, extremely
high temperature inside, and walls and floor
very warm.

On asking how long the unit had been off,
I was told it had run out of gas at Corrigin.
From there he had been to Kondinin, Kuhin,
Narembeen, and finally to Bruce Rock.

On opening bags, one containing three
rumps on bone and one containing one rump
and T bone, found all to be smelly and "off".

I immediately rang the Transport Trust,
hence this letter.

I then rang the local shire clerk, who came
and inspected the meat and found it to be
in a foul condition. I have since thrown out
the lot.

Total value, $89.90 plus freight.
I wish to formally register my protest about

the serious deterioration in the transport of
perishables since the changeover from rail to
road transport.

This is not an isolated case; it is a daily occurrence.
Who pays for it? Does the retailer pay for it?
No, the people who will pay are the consumers.
How long can this Government stand by to see
this happening?

I will conclude this section of my remarks by
quoting another letter which was written to one
of the biggest butchers in country areas. I believe
it highlights the ludicrous situation that retailers
are placed in. The letter from a retailer from
Kiamabalda states-

We received our meat order from you late
this afternoon, and 1 was absolutely disgusted.
All the meat was thawed out and stank. I
took the lot of it to the dump and threw it
away. I didn't even keep any for dogs meat.
I wish now I had not signed for it but I
didn't realise it was so bad as it was till I
got home.

The sheet that I signed I wrote that the
cartons were damaged, they were soaked with
blood and completely fallen apart, things like
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the chickens were flattened out, there was also
sand in amongst the meat as if it was dragged
here from Northam.

My wife had to race around to buy meat
to last us over the Easter break.

I don't know who actually is to blame for
this but I certainly know it is not me. I
realise I am only a small customer to you
but I expect a lot better treatment than I
got today.

Iam writing a similar letter to this to
On Transport.

Mr Bertram: Who is OD Transport?
Mr O'Connor: Owner-drivers.
Mr McIVER: I do not know who owns OD

Transport, but it seems to have a monopoly in
Western Australia. I will refer to that a little
later. The butcher has to send his meat from
Northam to Perth on these consignments, then it
has to be loaded and distributed to the northern
areas, and in this case Kambalda. Is it any
wonder that the meat is rotten on arrival? Again
I ask the question: Who pays for it? Do we expect
the butcher to pay for it? The meat leaves his
premises in good condition. This butcher has
very high standards and has a wonderful name
for service to his customers. Naturally he is
most concerned about the situation. How long is
it to continue?

Let us now look at the situation in Albany,
and this company. GD Transport, delivers in
this area also. The townspeople and the retailers
are utterly disgusted about what is happening.
These people are used to efficient service, to
refrigerated vans arriving on time. Previously
they were able to order a variety of goods, but
now there is a limit of 10 containers and so the
retailer must restrict his consignments. There-
fore, he cannot give his customers the variety of
goods they had in the past.

Has this change been in the best interests of the
people of Western Australia? These people have
lost the benefits of modern freezer vans. Several
local meetings have been organised, including
some organised by the local member and the
Chamber of Commerce. I understand that GD
Transport has been offered land at a reasonable
price and that it intends to build a depot at a cost
of $85 000. 1 ask members: Who is to pay for
that? GD Transport? This company is in the
business for profit; there is nothing compassionate
about it. It wants cold hard dollars and cents, and
the people of the south-west will be the ones to
pay for it in increased freight charges.

Mr Harman: Which local member was it?
Mr McI VER: The member for Albany.

Mr Harman: The Assembly member?

Mr McI VER: The Assembly member, yes.

I have chosen a few letters to refer to at
random. There are problems even in the area of
the Minister for Transport. In Ravensthorpe a
freezer unit is being installed so that deliveries
zan be made to Hopetoun. However, this all costs
money, and who is to pay for it? Again it is the
consumers who will pay, and this is quite contrary
to the Government's professed deccentralisation
policy.

Let us look at the situation in the Murchison.

Mr Bertram: Who is the local member there?

Mr MOIVER: We were told that there would
be no increase in the freight costs, no increase at
all. We were told that the service would be the
same, and I have just given members a few
examples of the service now. Foodstuffs are left
anywhere on the footpath or on the road. Is this
the service people should expect?

I would now like to refer to some figures
relating to freight costs. By rail, the freight on 20
one-litre cartons of milk from Meekatharra was
$1.90. That cost has now increased by $3.20.

Mr O'Connor: That is $5.10?

Mr McI VER: No, $3.20.

Mr O'Connor: You said an increase of $3.20;
you mean an increase to $3.20?

Mr McIVER: Yes. Let me put it this way.
Since road transport has taken over from rail,
freight costs have increased by approximately 10c
per kilo on all freezer items into the Murchison
area.

While I am talking about the Murchison, as I
have said before, the closure of the railway tine
there will kill the area. On the 3tst May, the
Government said, "We are going to close the
railway line".

Mr Coyne: The 1st May.

Mr McIVER: The 1st May, I am sorry.
Tenders were called to serve the Murchison, and
the successful tenderer was Beltway Pty. Ltd.
There is something amiss here. When I was in
this area, long before the committee was called
to discuss freight rates, the dogs were barking
that Beltway Pty, Ltd. would be the successful
tenderer. One would walk into a restaurant or
into a hotel to be told, "They have already been
up here; they have got their price. Bellway's will
be the successful tenderer." And so it came about.

Mr Laurance: Are you suggesting there was
any impropriety in that tender?
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Mr McIVER: I say that something is radically
wrong. I want the matter examined. I will call on
the Government to hold an inquiry into this. If
the member will be patient, there is more to come.

Mr Laurance: Don't make accusation-

Mr McIVER: I will give the honourable
member the evidence in a minute if he will be
quiet. If he had taken some action, perhaps this
would not have happened, so he should not now-

Mr Harman: He is the blotting boy for
Cabinet.

Mr McOVER: He may not be after I have
finished my comments about the members
representing people in the north.

Mr Lautrance: Are you going to give us rail'
ways?

Mr McIVER: I am talking about road trans-
port now, and that tells us how much the
honourable member has assimilated of what I
have been saying. When the people found out the
price that Bellway Ply. Ltd. were to be paid to
cant goods to the north, we heard immediately
from Bell Freightlines Ply. Ltd., a company which
had submitted a lender. I understand that
because of a technicality this company's tender
was not acceptable. However, I can assure the
House that the price tendered was far below that
of Bellway Pty. Ltd.

The decision in regard to the tenderer was
arrived at too hastily. The examining committee
did not look into the situation thoroughly
enough. There is a differenc of approximately
20 to 50 per cent between the tenders of these
two companies. It is the people of the Mur-
chison who will suffer. In my opinion this Is
just as bad as the computer situation in the
Federal sphere. The Prime Minister is seeking
a full investigation into that, and I call on the
State Government to order a full investigation
into this matter.

It is no wonder the managing director of
Bell Freightlines issued a writ. The reason the
writ has been withdrawn is to enable these facts
to be highlighted in this Parliament to show how
the people of the Murchison have been cheated
by the present arrangement.

I shall now produce the evidence to show that
what I am saying is correct. Firstly, let us
consider construction and building materials,
'timber, and cement, which are very important
commodities in this area. For 500 kilograms
Bellway's price was $20. Bell Freightlines' price
for the same commodity was $l6. a saving of
$4 or 20 per cent. For one'tonne lots of house-
hold furnishings including furniture, electrical

goods, and so on-another important item-
Beliway's price was $40, but Bell Freightines'
price was $30.75, a saving of $9.25 or 23 per
cent, Let us consider lettuce, tomatoes, potatoes.
anions, pumpkins, and carrots, commodities which
are used every day by householders. For one-
tonne lots Bellwayts price was $61 and Bell
Freightlines' price was $30.75, a saving of $30.25
or 50 per cent. Yet this Government is supposed
to be the saviour of private enterprise! The
figures speak for themselves.

There is something wrong and I want to know.
in the light of those comparisons, how the Belt-
way company was the successful tenderer. Is
what people are telling me right? I cannot
substantiate these matters but everywhere I go-
in the north, the south-west, and the east-
people are saying, "is it a fact that the Minister's
family has shares in these two companies;, that
is, OD Transport and Bellway?" If the Min-
ister tells me, "No", I shall be satisfied. I am
not going to conduct a witch hunt at the Cor-
porate Affairs Office because I do not operate
that way. If the Minister tells me that his
family has not any shares, I shall accept that.
But if it has, there is something wrong and his
credibility is on the tine. This Government's
credibility is also on the line. These tenders
should be recalled and further tenders submitted
by the people who want to operate road transport
in the Murchison area.

Further to that situation, Beltway and OD have
a stranglehold on the people. At the moment
they are playing it calm with their freight rates,
but what will happen to the people in country
areas when the tumnult and shouting have died
down?

Mr Laurance: Who are these accusations
against? The Minister for Transport, is that
what you are saying?

Mr McIVER: I said, "The Minister". Who
else would I be talking about-M ickey Mouse?

Mr Laurance: I want to know who you are
accusing.

Mr McI VER: I am not accusing anyone. I am
stating the issue.

Mr Laurance: You make allegations under pri-
vilege and you know-

Mr McIVER: The member can take it anyway
he wants. This matter affects not only roe, but
also hundreds of other people in Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr Laurance interjected.

Mr MOIVER: I am not interested in what the
member for Gascoyne thinks. He can save all
chat palaver for the Premier.
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Mr Laurance: You substantiate the smut you
are bringing out.

Mr MeIVER: I said that I could not substanti-
ate it.

Mr Laurance: Why bring it out?

Mr McIVER: It has to be clarified. This is a
serious situation.

Mr Laurance: You are dragging a person's
name through this place-

Mr McIVER: If the Minister says that what I
am saying is not factual, I shall listen to that.
But I do not wish to listen to rubbish from the
member for Gascoyne.

Mr Laurance interjected.

Mr B. T. Burke: He has not brought it up in
that manner at all. He has made it perfectly
clear that he will accept the Minister's word and
he has said that he is reporting to the H-ouse
things he has heard.

Mr Laurance: I believe it is your responsibility
to do far more than that.

The SPEAKER: Order! There are too many
interjections. I call the member for Avon.

Mr McIVER: If the tenders are not recalled.
there should be an open franchise in this area
after 12 months. This Government is always
spouting about and promoting private enterprise.
it should get on and promote it and not allow
the people of the Murchison to be robbed of
savings of 50 per cent.

MrT Speaker, I wish to touch on the situation
in relation to drivers of agitator concrete tankers
in this State. This group of people has been
belted from pillar to post in an effort to put
a case before the Government. I should say
that 85 per cent or 90 per cent of these drivers
are strong supporters of the Government but they
have been treated in such a manner that the
stage is being reached where we will have in-
dustrial confrontation in Western Australia. I
have led several deputations to the Minister for
Labour and Industry and to the Minister for
Transport. They know the situation. From
questions asked in the House I have ascertained
that no legislation to control this industry in the
way that the drivers wish it to be controlled will
be introduced in this Parliament.

The drivers are greatly concerned at the entry
into the concrete industry in Western Australia
of Eastern States firms. There are far too many
trucks in it at the moment. It is a very difficult
situation and the only way to prevent further
entry into the industry is by legislation, other-
wise we cannot prevent people coming to Western

Australia. In New South Wales many firms have
gone broke. At present the Victorian Govern-
ment is greatly concerned about the matter and
is thinking of introducing legislation. Legislation
in this regard was introduced in the South Aus-
tralian Parliament last year and was defeated
by one vote in the upper House. That is how
concerned people were about the matter in South
Australia. I &o not wish to see a situation arise
here in which companies which employ labour go
broke because of a lack of understanding by this
Government. So, I trust that it will have a
serious look at the problem.

The matter was examined by the Minister and
his colleagues. Then it was transferred to the
Director-General of Transport who did not want
anything to do with it. Then it was passed on to
the Transport Commission and it came back into
the lap of the Minister for Labour and Industry.
It is going round and round like a merry-go-
round. Having spoken to these drivers. I can
assure the Parliament that they are united and
determined that the State will have a stoppage on
its hands if there is a further entry of companies
from the eastern seaboard.

These people are not militant. They are owner-
drivers. They own only the vehicle; they do not
own the apparatus on the back of the vehicles and
they cannot diversify their- activities during the
day. This is the situation with which they are
faced and I call upon the Government to do
something about it.

At a meeting recently with people in Tom Price
I promised them that I would 'raise in Parliament
the question of the sealing of roads in the
Pilbara and would ask the Government to extend
its present policy so that roads in the Tom Price-
Paraburdoo-Nan~utarra area could be bituminised.
I know that the amount of money to be spent is
restricted because of lack of sufficient funds from
Canberra, which is once again an example of that
great policy of federalism! But this is a psycholo-
gical situation. Tihe people of Tom Price have
asked me to tell this Parliament that just the
upgrading of the Iloodways is insufficient. They
want to see the roads biturninised. irrespective of
how many millions of dollars it may cost; and it
is up to the Government to get the funds.

Mr O'Connor: Did you say Tom Price to
Paraburdoo?

Mr MeIVER: And Nanutarra. This is the worst
section. The cost to Bell Freightlines for tyres per
trip on this run is enormous. Transport companies
cannot continue to run with costs such as that
because they are bursting tyre after tyre every
trip. That cost must be passed on to the consumer;
so the losses must be included in the freight rates.
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It is not up to me to say where we get the
money from; that is in the hands of the Govern-
ment. But recently at a meeting the Transport
Workers' Union said that it will not Pay
road maintenance tax for journeys on this road.
I place thac matter also into the situation.
Because this Government is not getting to grips
with the real transport situation as a result of its
allowing matters to stagnate and its lack of
policies, and because it is timid in its approach to
the lPederal Government for additional funds-

Mr O'Connor: Huh!

Mr MctVER: The Minister can say that but lhe
is not the Minister for Transport. The Federal
Government treats us with contempt. We are the
Cinderella State as far as it is concerned and we
are getting nothing. The Minister and the Premier
run over east like Oliver Twist saying, "Give us
more." Out of the $200 million allocated to the
States what did the Federal Government give to
us? tt gave us only $10 million which is a
pittance these days.

Amendment t4o Motion

For those reasons the Opposition has no
alternative but to move an amendment to the
Address-in-Reply. Accordingly, r move-

That the following be added to the Ad-
dress-in-Reply to His Excellency's Speech -

We regret to advise Your Excellency
that the Government has failed to come
to grips with the various transoort prob-
lems which have become manijfest over
recent times, namely:-

the disastrous effect on country
people with the consignments of
freezer traffic which were previously
handled by Westrail and now handled
by road transport:
the Government's failure to provide
for the people of the Murchison the
most advantageous freight rate avail-
able following the closure of the
Mullewa-Meekatharra railway;

the Government's jack of planning
to provide expeditiously a co-ordi-
natied bus-rail suburban transport
system.

MR PEARCE (Gosnells) [5.5? p.m.J: In
seconding this amendment I should like to direct
my attention to the third section of the amend-
ment which we proposed: that is to say, the
Government's lack of planning to provide ex-
peditiously a co-ordinated bus-rail suburban trans-
port system. Members may remember that at an
early stage in my first session last year I raised

with the Government, prior to the Budget ses-
sion and during the Budget session, the absolute
necessity for an early decision on a co-ordinated
transport system for the metropolitan area, the
funds to be made available through last year's
Budget which would make co-ordination of the
public transport system in the metropolitan area a
reality.

It is true, when we find that the public trans-
port system is not being successful, that we see
that lack of success first in private transport
1 listened with a good deal of attention and, I
might say, amusement to the member for
Clontarf speaking in the Address-in-Reply debate
last week when he suggested that all our traffic
problems could be overcome if only drivers would
nut make right turns on highways. I attempted to
point out to him at the time that it is not simply
a matter of driver behaviour. Our main thorough-
fares are becoming heavily clogged with traffic
and drivers trying to carry themselves into and
out of she city at peak hours are finding it a
very difficult business.

Despite some fairly heavy expenditure on the
road systems, the Government is finding that
the transport system for the metropolitan area,
both public and private, is proving to be in-
adequate. This is causing traffic snarls on all
major highways and these snarls are extending
further and further out. For example, at peak
hour someone driving from Armadale, 18 miles
out of the city in my electorate, into 'he city
will find himself involved in traffic snarls for
at least 10 of the 18 miles he has to travel.

Travelling from that distance out of the city
into it can take anything upwards of an hour
arid a half in peak traffic conditions, whereas the
same journey can be done in as little as 35
minutes if very little traffic is about.

.Exactly the same situation is occurring in all
the other corridors because one of the problems
of the corridor development plan is that it
channels all traffic into a very small number of
arterial roads. The, corridor development plan
is an ideal set-up for a good co-ordinated public
transport system because it ought to be possible
to feed in from the edges of the corridors to
the city area by a central rapid transit system.

In a sense we had that, I suppose, with the
original three railway lines that converse on the
central business district. When these lines were
built they represented the three major access
routes to Perth. Now that the metropolitan area
is expanding, more original action is required
before a public transport system can be co-ordin-
ated in this way.

560



[Tuesday, I11th April, 19781 6

At the outset If would again emphaiise the need
for a public transport system even though a
relatively small number of people who travel
to Perth opt to use the system. It will come as no
surprise to members to know that the vast
majority of commuters who travel into the central
areas at peak hours, or indeed at any time, do so
in their own transport. This is what is leading to
the problems on our roads and the massive
slowing down of traffic on our freeways. The
resumption of property and other moves during
the past 20 years to alleviate the pressure caused
by these private vehicles has not been successful.
Anyone who drives anywhere these days must be
aware of that. Everywhere we encounter traffic
snarls and long lines'of traffic.

What is required is a bit of Government deci-
sion in this area. The problem of what is to be
done with the metropolitan transport system has
been one facing Governments for the past 15
or 20 years and the problem hinges on the lesser
part of the transport scheme: that is, the railways.
Railways actually carry tewer passengers, pro-
vide fewer services and cover less mileage than
do bus services but nevertheless, if there is to be
co-ordination of our traffic, the necessary scheme
must hinge on a decision. involving the railways.

The Government must make a clear decision
and implement it one way or another and it must
make funds available to make the implementa-
tion of that decision possible. Members may be
reluctant to take note of ideas emanating from
myself because they may feel I lack heavy
credibility in this area and perhaps other areas.
I shall quote from a document from the Director-
General of Transport headed "Transport Policy
for Central Perth". In a report of over 100
pages the director-general canvasses the suburban
railway system in three paragraphs. I quote as
follows--

Much has been said and written in recent
years about the suburban railway system in
Perth. Thus it is not intended here to
elaborate on that part of the metropolitan
public transport operation. Several studies
have clearly shown that a replacement of
the present diesel system with the busway
concept where buses run on exclusive roads
based on rail rights-of-way would be, finan-
cially and economically, the most beneficial
proposition.

It so happens I do not agree with that last
asumption but it is true there have been studies
that have come up with a similar result. How-
ever, if the Government decides on a busways
policy rather than a railways policy then the
longer it delays implementing a scheme the more

costly it will become, and more congestion and
traffic snarls will be found on our roads. Govern-
ment inaction to make a decision and provide
funds is creating chaos with the traffic patterns in
the metropolitan area. The report goes on to
say-

Existing rolling stock on the rail system
is obsolete and nearing the end of its physical
lite.

That is a point I made last year in Parliament.
To continue-

A clear direction by Government on the
future of the suburban railways is therefore
required before complete co-ordination of the
two public transport systems can be imple-
mented.

That is to say, nothing can be done until the
Government makes a policy decision and provides
the necessary funds to enable that policy to be
put into effect. What is required is leadership
from the Government.

It seems to me that what is required in the
co-ordination of a system is to try to improve
the approaches to the city. This applies in
particular to those who travel in from suburbs
south of the river. It will not be news to
members that problems with traffic flow are
accentuated for people coming in from the
southern suburbs because of the difficulty in
crossing the Swan River. Close to the city area
there are only two bridges crossing the river,
comprising a total of six lanes in each direction
able to bring road traffic into and out of the
city. Obviously a greater increase in the use of
buses to carry travellers to Perth would mean
those lanes would have to be used. So a com-
plete reliance on bus transport will only clog up
the roads that need to be relieved of pressure if
traffic flow to the metropolitan area is to be
alleviated.

The mi-ost under-utilised means of getting across
the river is the Goodwood railway bridge. There
is a much heavier utilisation of the Causeway and
Narrows Bridge in crossing the river compared
to the Goodwood bridge. Here is a resource that
can be utilised to take pressure off the two
larger bridges.

I am informed that within the Government
departments involved with transport there are
committees looking at ways which might make
it possible to co-ordinate bus and rail transport
from south of the river and get people quickly
into the central business district. It has been
suggested that one project has been set up and
is in quite a detailed planning stage, whereby
stations at Armadale, Kelmscott, Cosnells, and
Cannington would be made into feed-in points
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for passengers from surrounding suburbs. It is
hoped to channel traffic from suburbs develop-
ing laterally from the corridor.

Members will understand that one of the
reasons people do not use the rail system is that
it is located in areas where people do not live
and getting to the station is a great problem.
However, if buses feed in laterally to railway
stations where trains will travel to the cehitral
business district then we may in fact have a
transport system that is quicker and more
effective because trains are quicker than buses
and cars. Unless people have the convenience
of a system which will allow them to get to the
city quickly we cannot be surprised if they do not
use the system.

In peak hours it is possible to take a train from
Armadale and arrive in. the city within 30
minutes if the train stops only at a few collection
points. Even stopping at each station the train
can get to Perth in 47 minutes compared to
over an hour in a bus. Train timetables are not
subjected to slow-downs in peak periods so rapid
transport on railways is an important aspect for
people living in outlying suburbs.

We do not have the co-ordination required for
having buses feed passengers into central collec-
tion points because the Government will not make
a decision on railways. The planning done by
Government departments in consultation with
transport organisations is dependent on the Gov-
ernment making a decision. Obviously it would
be possible to use something like the system I
am suggesting if we replaced the rails with roads
and ran buses on them. However, the Govern-
ment will not make that decision although it
has produced reports whkch are generally in
favour of this.

The Government is allowing suburban railway
services to deteriorate and when the Government
eventually does something it will involve a
greater cost. If the choice then is to use a
rail system as I am suggesting the Government
would have to build up the services it has allowed
to deteriorate. If the Government replaces rail-
ways with busways then the upgrading of facili-
ties is merely a waste of money; money which
should have gone into transferring the system
from trains to buses.

No new railcars have been built in 10 years
and very few were built before that time. Most
rolling stock is 20 years old or more and some
are running on underframes built in 1897. Some
members on the other side might remember that
far back but I cannot.

Mr Coyne: I do not think so.

Mr PEARCE: Something needs to be done.
The Government has to realise its responsibilities
in this area, make some sort of co-ordinated
approach to the problem and make the necessary
money available. Last year I called for the
upgrading of the passenger rail system in the
metropolitan area. I asked specifically that money
be made available in the forthcoming Budget for
this to happen and I explained that an allocation
should be made to upgrade railcars because one
of the problems on southern lines is that there are
no railcars available. The southern lines are
carrying capacity loads and a better service should
be provided. If there were more railcars available
the problem could be alleviated. It would prob-
ably be necessary to upgrade the Goodwood
bridge. Planning instituted many years ago
allowed for a two-line system to Armadale which
then broke down to just one line feeding into the
city. That one-line bridge causes a considerable
amount of trouble, It causes a problem with the
services that can be put on the line and the
frequency with which it can be used.

Nothing has been done for a long time because
the Government refuses to make a decision with
regard to a suburban railway system. I would
mention briefly that if the proposal which I am
putting to the House is one that is considered to
be workable-that is to say we have buses
feeding people from the outer suburbs to a central
system-then this policy should also be con-
sidered for the northern suburbs where traffic
problems are great.

Mr Coyne: It is already happening from
Doubleview in.

Mir PEARCE: I understand that.
Efforts have been made to speed up bus

services but unless we build roads for buses only
it is not possible to speed up buses much more
than at present. Buses are subjected to exactly
the same traffic pressures as private vehicles. We
can go only so far in providing lanes for buses
only. Members might remember the amazing
experiment of buses travelling down Albany
Highway, into Shepperton Road and then over
the Causeway. It was an experiment to speed up
traffic into the city but in fact it slowed up the
buses and all private traffic. it had to be scrapped
after only three days.

I participated in an early experiment by
catching a bus that travelled in an express lane
for buses oniy in St. George's Terrace and it took
25 minutes to reach Parliament House from the
Causeway. As I have not seen that scheme
operating since I imagine it has been scrapped.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.
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Mr PEARCE: Before the teat suspension I was
trying to demonstrate the necessity for urgent
Government decisions on the co-ordination of
transport serviceis and for the need for a decision
about our railway services-whether they are to
be retained and extended. Also there is a need
for a decision on whether or not there is to be
a northern corridor railway line. Obviously this
has been in the planning stage for some time, but
there will be other implications involving the
traffic flow-both bus and private transport. This
will have an effect on the route of the freeway
system which is gradually creeping north of the
city.

Even if the line were not to be pushed further*
north, it is time for us to consider the electrifica-
tion of the railway systems in the interests of
long-term economy.

Even if we were to maintain and upgrade the
system as it is now, I point out that the Govern-
ment has already been told that by 1985 it wil
be necessary to replace 53 railcars out of the
current fleet of 95. This represents close on
60 per cent of the total number available for
Government purposes and will involve a masi ve
expenditure. This is not a Government which
has demonstrated its ability to find massive sums
of money quickly and it needs some considerable
lead time. Decisions must be made on all these
matters right now.

it seems to me that with regard to transport,
as with regard to many other subjects, the
Government merely makes ad hoc decisions. It
puts off decisions for as long as it can and then
makes the smallest possible decision when it is
forced to do so. This is not acceptable with
regard 1o transport. I doubt whether it is in
regard to any other subject, either.

In conclusion. I wish to give an illustration of
the strange results of the ad hac approach by
the Government to transport. In the last few
years, as the southern corridor has grown, there
has been a long rail gap between Kelmscott and
Armadale. it was decided. I think in the first
place by a Labor Government, to bridge the gap
with two small stations-Kingsley and Challis.
Members may not be aware of the location so I
will indicate that the railway line between Kingsley
and Armadale is Lawrence of Arabia country.
For those interested in electoral matters it is , i n
fact, the borderline between the city and the
country-the urbanised and civilised electorate
of Gosnells with its 17 000 or 1X 000 electors.
and the wild deserts of isolated country on the
other side in the cotntry electorate of Dale with

its 8 000 or so electors. One can wander con-
tentedly along that line most of the time undis-
turbed by trains and watch the cows chewing their
cud in the city electorate of Gosnells, while across
the line one could easily be run over in the urban
density of this so-called country electorate.

However, as I was saying, two stations were
established. I will not blame the Government
for getting the wrong names on the stations.
"Kingsley" was placed on the Challis station and
"Challis" was placed on the Kingsley station, but
I am pleased to say that they were changed over
only three or four months later after the matter
had been pointed out several times in letters to
the local paper.

fly a strange piece of engineering the Kingsley
station was established on a curve. It was beyond
the scope of those involved apparently to straighten
the line for the 20 or 30 yards necessary for the
small platform. Anyone who has travelled by
trai .n or who has even played with a train set
should recognise the dangers of a platform on a
curve. Sooner or later something must happen.

Mr Clarko: We are told to be aware of curves.

Mr PEARCE: I am referring to curves in rail-
way lines. I know the type of curves in which
the member for Karrinyup might have an interest.

On the 24th May last year it was necessary
for a circular to be issued to train drivers, train
guards, and ticket issuers, in the following terms-

Kingsley stopping place is built on a curve
and as a consequence the Guard does not
have a view of the leading coach, and like-
wise the Engine Driver cannot wee the rear
of his train and can, therefore, only site the
leading coach at the platform. Because of
this passengers are advised to travel in the
leading coach for this location.

I will interpolate here to say that although it
says passengers are advised of this, they are not
always aware of it so that poor old ladies who
board a long train at one of the longer plat-
forms find that when they step out at the King-
sley station there is no platform where they wish
to alight. In this way people fall from the trains
or, more optimistically, they realise that the plat-
form is 21 feet lower than they expected.

Mr Davies: This would discourage passengers.

Mr PEARCE: It certainly does. The circular
continues-

Recently the train departed Kingsley with-
out all passengers having alighted and a
serious accident was only narrowly averted.
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There follows a great solution to this potential
killing of passengers. Listen to this-

To overcome the possibility of any future
accidents instructions are to be issued that
Ticket Issuers must give the right away to
the Guard at Kingsley and the Guard must
not signal departure to the Driver in any
way until such right away is received. This
procedure is of paramount importance for
the safety of the travelling public.

That is to say that the ticket issuer must function
as a message carrier. He must go to the far
side of the platform and pass instructions between
the guard and the engine driver. That is an
example of ad hoc decision making.

Mr T. H. Jones: Absolutely dreadful!

Mr PEARCE: On the 1st December, 1977.
another circular was issued with regard to the
same mailer. It is headed, "Passengers joining
and alighting from trains". I will try to read
it with a straight face, but it may be difficult.
It reads as follows-

Recently a Ticket Issuer was locked out
of his train, an ADK set, at Kingsley Stop-
ping Place by the action of the Guard clos-
ing the doors on receiving the right of way
from Ticket Issuer, as per instructions issued
on May 24, without allowing time for the
Ticket Issuer to rejoin train. Ticket Issuer
rode on steps until doors were opened by a
passenger placing door lever to manual.

Mr T. H. Jones: This is our railway system
you are talking about?

Mr PEARCE: Yes. To continue-
Guards are to be advised to allow Ticket

Issuers sufficient time to rejoin their trains
before giving the right of way, also to pay
close attention to passenger service working
at Kingsley as per instructions issued on
May 24. Ticket Issuers are also to be re-
minded of their responsibility in this regard.

It is almost funny. In fact, it is funny. How-
ever, it would not be so funny if someone were
killed because of this platform being on a curve.
Suppose a ticket issuer was trying to rejoin his
train, rode on the step, and fell off and hurt
or killed himself; it would not be a laughing
matter.

We are not playing with trains. We are in-
volved with serious issues and although it may
be possible to make ad hoc decisions and patch
up the present system, this is not the best pro-
cedure.

This Government has been in the position
where it should have made an urgent decision

about what is to happen to our transport ser-
vices and the sort of coi-ordination that is neces-
sary in the best interests of all concerned. It
must then make the necessary money available.
Perhaps it is not making the decision because it
cannot find the money, or perhaps it is not mak-
ing the finance available because it cannot make
the decision. I do not know which is true-
maybe both.

These are serious issues and the time for serious
decisions is long past. It is incumbent upon the
House to inform His Excellency that the Govern-
ment has not made a decision. It is incumbent
-upon the House to express its disappointment.
and the only way to do this is to agree to the
amendment.

MR O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley-Minister for
Works) [7.40 p.m.]: I totally reject the amend-
ment.

Mr T. H. Jones: That is not surprising.

Mr O'CONNOR: It was ill-founded and ill-
thought out and not in line with the normal
standard we expect from the honourable member.
As a matter of fact the amendment refers to
three item, and I was rather amazed
that he omitted to refer to one of them. It made
me wonder whether the amendment was handed
to him after he finished speaking.

Mr Jamieson: He was running a bit short of
time.

Mr O'CONNOR: I am sure the member for
Welshpool would realise that even if a member
were running short of time and he moved an
amendment, he would make a brief mention of
each point it contained if he thought the amend-
ment serious.

I will deal with each of the items in turn.
The first dealt with the disastrous effect that the
consignment of freezer traffic, previously handled
by Westrail, was having on country people. Every
member knows that over a number of years tre-
mendous pressures have been brought to bear by
country people on the Government to permit
freezer and chilled goods to be transported by
road. This pressure has come from members of
the public and some members of Parliament at
times.

Mr T. H. Jones: From what areas?

Mr O'CONNOR: I would say from most areas,
and the honourable member has probably re-
ceived complaints himself in connection with this
matter.

With regard to the transport of fruit and vejet-
abies I know that approaches have been made by
people from Northam. Bunbury, Esperance. and
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various other parts of the State and pressures
were put on Governments--the present one and
previous ones.

Mr Mclver: Fruit and vegetables are not freezer
goods.

Mr O'CONNOR; As the honourable member is
aware, they are chiller goods. Pressure was
imposed on the Government to permit the
transport of certain goods by road so that people
in the country could obtain fresh goods from the
city instead of receiving them two or three days
later.

Most members would be aware of these pres-
sures and I certainly had the pressure when I was
Minister for Transport. Take, for instance,' the
Esperance Supermarket. Prior to the new regula-
tions all the goods for the supermarket were
carted to Esperance by the 0D Transport
company. So no freezer or chiller goods were
taken by rail to that area for the supermarket,
and the same applied to many other areas in
Western Australia. Very little was left for West-
rail and consequently it was a costly exercise for
Westrail. It was a losing proposition.

Mr Mclver: There was a profit of $100000
from 1975 to 1977,

Mr O'CONNOR: That is if we forget the
outlay and the capital involved initially. That
is a good way to do accounting.

Mr M~c~ver: And it is a service that they are
not getting now.

Mr O'CONNOR: There was very little left and
the railways themselves were not anxious to carry
on with it. This was one of the reasons the
operation was handed over to private enterprise.

Some problems were experienced initially. This
is so whenever there is a change from one system
to another; there are always problems. One of the
areas from which complaints were received about
the cost was Ravensthorpe, and it was found that
the variation in the cost amnounted to lc per
person in the Shire of Ravensthorpe per week.
It is all very well to say that certain goods have
not travelled well, such as chocolates. We know
this. However, the same situation applied pre-
viously. Some fellows told me that they received
fruit salad and not boxes of fruit. This occurred
even when Westrail was responsible for the
transport of the goods.

The second portion of the amendment refers
to a failure to provide the people of the Murchi-
son with the most advantageous freight rate.
From what the honourable member said, it
seems he has not even looked at the lenders

which were received. A number of people tend-
ered for the carting of goods on the Niuliewa-
Meekatharra line. In some cases Bell Freight-
lines' tender was the lowest, and in others it
was not, but overall it was indicated that the
company which received the contract was the
best.

Mr Skidmnore: You are in trouble. t will tell
you whether or not on a technical basis it was
capable of fulfilling the contract.

Mr O'CONNOR: I do not know anything
about that. I am giving the information I have
received. Tenders were called and a committee
was formed comprising a pastoralist at Yalgoo
(Mr Broad), a storekeeper at Meekatharra (Mr
Lloyd), who was opposed to discontinuing the
rail service, the Commissioner of Railways, and
the Commrissioner of Transport. I think the
Minister for Transport was also involved.

Mr Mctver: He was the chairman. Do you
think those people are capable of knowing the
full situation in relation to trnsport. and freight
rates?

Mr O'CONNOR: Is the honourable member
saying people who own stores and stations in the
north-west are not capable of deciding how best
to get their goods?

Mr Miclver: I am saying they were too zealous
in their duties and came to their decision too
hastily.

Mr O'CONNOR: There was a consumers'
representative on the committee, as I think there
should .have been, and the decision was
unanimous. It is despicable of the honourable.
member to throw discredit on those people. I
am amazed at the. attack made by the member
for Avon tonight.

Initially there was some doubt whether the
tender of Bell Freightfines conformed, but
irrespective of that the indications were that it
was the best tender for the people involved in
the area.

Mr Skidmrore: Merely on price? Was that the
only consideration?

Mr O'CONNOR: I was not on the committee.
The matter was handled by a Minister in

a nother place and I am replying on his behalf.
I should imagine the committee took other
matters into account but I cannot say whether
or not chat is so.

The member for Avon mentioned the timidity
of the Government in connection with road funds
and its attitude towards the Commonwealth. No-
one has been more outspoken than I in connection
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with obtaining from the Commonwealth road
funds for Western Australia.

Mr Mclver: But you are not the Minister for
Transport.

Mr O'CONNOR: The Government has been
very outspoken. I think we are, getting a raw
deal as far as road funds arc concerned, and we
got a raw deal under the Whitlam Government,
too; make no mistake about that. Only 40 per
cent of the fuel tax comes back to the Slates; the
other 60 per cent goes into other areas.

Over the last eight years the percentage of road
funds for Western Australia has been considerably
eroded. It was only through my actions, as Minister
for Transport, and the Premier's contacts with the
Prime Minister that we were able to get the
additional $3.2 million in 1977. At the Trans-
port Ministers' Conference the Commonwealth
announced the amount which would be split tip
among the States, and Western Australia's share
was $3.2 million less than the amount received
the previous year. We came back to Western
Australia and continued the battle, and four
months later, after a great deal of correspon-
dence and other activity on the part of the Gov-
erment, we succeeded in getting the $3.2 million.

Mr Mclver: Your case must have been weak.

Mr O'CONNOR: I will be happy to give
the hon0Vourable member a copy of the speech I
made, and he will swe how weak it was, It
was not weak in relation to that matter. Western
Australia earned $1850 a head in export income.
as against $709 in the other States. We have
not been timid. We attacked the Commonwealth
Government on the inadequacies of the Bureau
of Roads reports and the fact that they lock into
account the 1973-74 household earnings in the
Pithara but not the drop which occurred there-
after. Our attack was based on the fact that
Western Australia has 160 000 kilometres of
roads, or 20 per cent of the roads in Australia,
and over a third of the national highways. We
do not believe we are getting a fair share. We
have attacked the Commonwealth Government
many times, and we are still attacking it. We
fought very hard for the percentage of road
funds we have obtained. Some years ago we
were receiving 18.6 per cent of the road funds:
we are now down to about 12.7 per cent, We
fought hard to gel what we believed was a
reasonable amount.

In addition, in 1977'we put to the Common-
wealth a special case for the Pilbara, seeking
$50 million for roads because of the problems and
isolation of the people of the Pilbara. We wanted

the people of the Pilbara to have better access to
other parts of the Slate. Yet the honourable
member says we are timid.

Mr T. H. Jones: Did you fall out with your
Federal colleagues?

Mr O'CONNOR: I believe we have had a raw
deal for the last eight years, and the Whitlam
Government was no better than this one.

Mr Mclver: How is it that every other State
is using Stale funds to expand rail and transport
systems?

Mr O'CONNOR: That is not correct. How
much is South Australia putting into cotintry
railways?

Mr Mclver: I do not know the figure but I
know South Attstralia is ordering new railcars
and expanding the service. And what about
"Bjelke Joh"?

Mr O'CONNOR: The South Australian
Government does not run the Cottntry system.
How much is Tasmania putting in?

Mr Mclver: "fijelke Joh" is putting in $100
million.

Mr O'CONNOR: He is getting that money
from the coal operations. We have made ap-
proaches to the Commonwealth Government in
connection with the Kalgoorlie-Koolyanobbing
railway line. What is more, we have indicated
that ' f we cannot get the assistance we want we
will do something ourselves. We have made
'approaches in connection with the electrification
of the suburban railway system. Yet the honour-
able member says we have done nothing.

Mr Mclver: You have nothing to show for it.

Mr O'CONNOR: In 1976-77 we received an
increase in funds of $1.9 million from the
Commonwealth. and with our matching quota
we obtained $8.6 million and put that into roads.
Yet the honourable member says we are not
looking after country people. Over 70 per cent of
our road funds has gone into the country areas,
although only 30 per cent of the population lives
in the country. However, I think it is right that
the funds should be spent in country areas.
Fancy the honourable member moving an amend-
ment of this type!

The member for Gosnells mentioned bus and
rail co-ordination. I think he would know that
last week the Minister, accompanied by other
members of Parliament and a member of the
TLC, went to Armadale and travelled down the
line to Perth, looking at the stopping points for
the co-ordinated bus and rail system. I suppose
that is the reason the matter has been brought up
today: members opposite know the Government
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is looking into the matter and is already moving
in that direction. We have the road bus system
at Midland; we have a quick road system at
Innaloo, and a special lane will shortly be
completed.

The member for Gosnells says we have delayed
this matter. One of the reasons is that his
colleagues, when in Government in the Federal
sphere, held us up for 12 months on an environ-
mental study of the Kwinana Freeway operation.
which cost us an extra $5 million or $6 million.

We have provided an extra bus service in the
Jnnaloo area, with a running time to Perth in the
vicinity of 14 minutes, which is a substantial
improvement on the present system.

I believe Mr George Shea, who controls the
suburban bus and rail operations of the NITT.
is probably the best and most efficient operator in
Australia. I can assure members he has looked
at all these points. He has discussed them with
the Government and is trying to implement as
much as he can.

Mr Pearce: We would not mind a few decisions
from your colleagues. The research has been
done and someone has to make a decision.

Mr O'CONNOR: The member for Cosnelts
considered we should have buaways instead of
railway lines. I put this suggestion forward a
few years ago and received no support from the
opposite side of the House. Members opposite
make noises but when a proposal is put forward
they oppose it.

We have been anxious to do something about
the electrification of the metropolitan raitway
system. The Railways Department has been
working on it for over tS months. I made
approaches to the Commonwealth Government
when Mr Jones was the Federal Minister for
Transport. The proposition would have cost
something like $60 million and we wanted the
Commonwealth to participate. The Common-
wealth asked us for' a particular study. We
supplied certain information, did a further 12
months' work on the matter, took the proposition
to the Commonwealth, and were asked for
further information. I understand that further
information has since been provided but no
decision has yet been made on the matter.

I wish to comment on a remark made by the
member for Avon which surprised me. I thought
members of the Opposition had given away the
idea of making scurrilous attacks on Government
members under parliamentary privilege. I thought
they might cease making such attacks until
another election was in the offing. However, I
was surprised at the insinuation that a Minister

of the Government was connected with OD
Transport and Bellways. I assure members of this
House and the public that is not the case. it is a
great shame that this kind of remark is made in
the House by way of attack under parliamentary
privilege. A slur has been cast on that Minister.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! The House will come

to order. The Minister.

Mr O'CONNOR: Thank you, Sir. This was
similar to the unchristian attack made last week
on the Minister for Education by the reverend
gentleman from Dianella. He is nothing but a
pious humbug.

Mr Bateman: That is rubbish. He did a fan-
tastic job, and you couldn't take it.

Mr Wilson: There was no answer from the
Minister.

Sir Charles Court: You will get more than an
answer from the Minister.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr Mclver: It is the people who want to know;

I am not concerned.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister will

resume his seat, The House will come to order;
there are far tod many interjections.

Mr O'CONNOR: Thank you, Sir. I had hoped
that we would not get this sort of attack in
this House; in fact, the session was quite pleasant
until last week.

Mr Bateman: Then why bring it up now?
Several members interjected.
Mr Batemn*an:. You call us commos, and every-

thing else.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! The next member who
interjects immediately after I resume my seat
will be named.

Mr O'CONNOR: The member for Canning said
that I call certain members communists.

Mr Bateman: I did not; I said we have been
called communists from your side.

Mr O'CONNOR: I have not done that, and if
members opposite have some worries in their own
ranks, let them keep them there.

Mr Bateman: You cut out the rubbish. The
tremier loves saving we on this side of the House
are affiliated with communists. Come outside the
House and say it, if you have the guts to do so.

The SPEAKER: Order!
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Mr O'CONNOR: As far as I am concerned this
is a frivolous amendment to the Address-in-Reply.
1 feel it deserves little respect, and I oppose it.

MR GRILL (Yilgarn-Dundas) [8.02 p.m.]: I
rise in support of the amendment to the Address-
in-Reply. The Government's retirement from the
transportation of temperature-controlled traffic has
led to what I can only call widespread concern
and discontent from a very large range of people
in the more isolated areas of the country which
in respect of refrigerated traffic were previously
catered for by the WAGR, Or Westrail as it is
now known.

That concern and discontent is principally
emanating from fairly conservative sections of
the population; namely, from shop owners, store-
keepers, and the presidents of various shire coun-
cils. Such shire councils as the Norseman Shire
Council, the Mullewa Shire Council, the Morawa
Shire Council, and even the G.reenough Shire
Council, have written letters to the unions con-
cerned expressing their concern.

Mr O'Connor- Where the Transport Commis-
sion is aware of troubles that have developed it
has sent someone to the area to try to rectify
them.

Mr GRILL: In some cases that has occurred,
and in sonic cases there has been some rectifica-
tion. However, there has been widespread con-
cern and there still is widespread concern in
areas like Perenjori, Narrogin, Albany, and Kam-
balda. Not all have expressed concern officially
through their shire councils, but all have expressed
it quite vocally. Every single area in my electorate
has expressed some concern at the implementation
of the present policy of the Government. I have
had complaints from every single area, and the
complaints have come basically from conserva-
tive sections of the population.

Having made those remarks, I would like to
deal as dispassionately as I can with what I
understand to be the history of the present de-
cision of the Government not to undertake any
further the transportation of temperature-con-
trolled traffic. A joint report prepared by the
officers of the Transport Commission and West rail
on the transportation of temperature-controlled
traffic made recommendations about the middle of
last year along the lines that a total transition
from rail to road of temperature-control led traffic
be made as from the 31st October, 1977. That
recommendation was made after the following
summary of facts-

It has been clearly established that a total
Westrail withdrawal from the transport of

refrigerated traffic will achieve the following
benefits:-

(a) an overall benefit to the user and
end consumer through the better
condition of delivered goods.

(b) substantial saving of capital ex-
penditure by Westrail.

(c) considerable operational economies
by Westrail.

Then it goes on to say-
A maximum period of two months should

be sufficient to arrange the transition to the
satisfaction of all parties.

It is my submission to this House that in each
of those heads of summary the committee has
made substantial error, and those errors can be
demonstrated quite cooly and dispassionately to
the Chamber. I think those errors emanated from
the fact that, firstly, the committee which looked
into the Matter was not suflicienly widely based;
secondly, it did not take evidence from a wide
enough cross-section of the community; and,
thirdly, the committee was far too hasty and pre-
cipitous in respect of its decisions.

The committee to which I am referring looked
at the whole situation and came up with certain
comments in respect of the advantages of the
present decision made by the Government. In
respect of the first advantage, the committee said
this-

In many instances road transport will pro-
vide a door to door operation at controlled
temperatures, with a minimum of handling
and giving a far better product control fac-
tor.

Evidence I have indicates that in a very large
number of areas this is simply not the case, and
I will give examples of that shortly. The second
so-called advantage was this--

In a majority of cases, consignments will
be delivered into "store" by the transport
operdtor, thus ensuring compliance with the
Health Department model code for the
handling and transport, etc. of frozen food-
stuffs.

Evidence I will submit to the House will in-
dicate that the standard in respect of the trans-
portat ion of frozen goods since it was taken over
by private transport, has dropped.

Mir Skidmore: In fact, it is nonexistent.

Mr GRILL: The third so-called advantage was
this--

By virtue of the extensive road network
that exists road tranisport is more flexible
than rail and towns where small tonnages
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are involved could be included in routes
coupling towns with a high volume of
freight.

In theory that statement is correct, but in practice
it is not correct; and in fact areas that are
isolated and perhaps had only two deliveries of
frozen goods per week are now getting only one
delivery per week, and I can and will give ex-
amples of that.

The report also refers to certain disadvantages,
and before I read them I would suggest to the
House that they are in fact the prime considera-
tions which should have been taken into account
by the committee. The first disadvantage was
this-

Higher transport costs will be incurred
by some users when road transport takes over
from rail.

That is correct, and in fact the increase in cost
to many isolated areas has been of the nature
of t00 per cent, and in some cases 18O per
cent. The second disadvantage was this-

Some of the smaller towns remote from
the major tr-uck routes may have a less
frequent service e.g. twice weekly in lieu
of three times weekly. However, a survey
has indicated that orders for supplies are
only placed weekly by individual stores al-
though the service operates more f re-
quently,....

The facts of that are that a quite reasonably sized
town such as Koolyanobbing, which previously
had a service three times a week, now has only
one service a week, and if it were not for the
fact that the company which operates the town
-namely. Dampier Mining Company-is now
subsidising OD Transport to the tune of another
service a week, the people in that area would
not be getting more than one service per week
of frozen, refrigerated, and chilled goods. I
think that is an indictment of the whole situation.

Koolyanobbing is a town of not inconsiderable
size, and I feel where towns of this nature are
being disadvantaged it is not up to the company
concerned to remedy the situation; it is to a
large extent up to the Government to provide
the service.

So in two critical areas-namely, in the sphere
of cost and in the sphere of transport-the report
itself indicates there would be disadvantages to
people in isolated areas.

The report then goes on to point out certain
advantages to Westrail, the first of which was
the major benefit to Westrail of the release of
76 wagons for more profitable traffic require-

mients. That, I feel, is the guts of the report,
and more than likely the whole decision was
taken on the basis of that one consideration.

In my submission to the House, that is not
a proper consideration for a Government instru-
mentality which is supposed to be supplying
services to country people.

The other consideration that seemed to be an
advantage to Westrail was that if refrigerated
traffic did not have to be handled after the move
to Kewdale, then capital expenditure of $213 000
to provide a canopy could be avoided. In my
view that is another quite inconsequential
advantage to Westrail and one which really should
not have weighed much in the report.

The third obviously inconsequential advantage
in the minds of the committee was the fact that
34 employees would be displaced from Westrail.
That seems to have cut no ice with the committee.
I am not one who wants to keep people in
employment simply for the sake of employing
them, but in country areas where continued
employment is important for the social and
cultural fabric of the town, I think it is a factor
to be borne in mind, and it seems to me it is a
factor of which the Government has taken
absolutely no notice.

The implementation of the scheme has been
such that it has been thrust upon the public
without any consideration by the public at all. It
was thrust upon shop owners, generally speaking,
without their knowing anything about its
implementation. It caused chaos in several areas
when it was implemented, and the Minister has
already alluded to the fact that it has caused
disruption of services within those areas, and
it is still causing disruption. It was thrust upon
the workers engaged in the industry without any
consultation; and the decision was far too
precipitous.

One of the ironic features of the scheme is
that it takes away from the Government railways
a service which it historically held out to country
people-a service it has historically provided to
country people. It has taken it from the Gov-
ernment where there was not previously a
monopoly situation and, generally speaking, placed
it in the hands of transporters-in my area princip-
ally OD Transport-and has created a monopoly
situation in respect of the transportation of these
goods.

That seems to me
Government puts itself
enterprise Government
competition. Here we

quite ironic when this
forward as being a free-

which does not shirk
have the creation of a
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monopoly which I feet is not a healthy one.
The other factor which is most important is the
escalation in costs. If we take a small town
such as Norseman in the eastern goldfields we
find that in that area the cost of transporting fruit
and vegetables has increased 177 per cent, the
cost of transporting freezer goods has escalated
38 per cent, and the cost of transporting sugar
goods has escalated 155 per cent. Those figures
are not my invention; they are figures put for-
ward by the Minister.

In areas such as Salmon Gums costs have gone
up by about 250 per cent. Whereas it used to
cost $32.95 to transport a tonne of goods com-.
posed of fruit and vegetables to Norseman prior
to the implementation of the present policy, it
now costs a screaming $91.45. In 'respect of the
number of services, places such as Koolyanobbing
are supplied with only one service per week;
places such as Southern Cross, which were well
supplied prior to the implementation of the present
policy, now get only two services per week, and
quite often only one service a week; places such
as Salmon Gums are not adequately catered for
at all: and places such as Norseman, where there
were three services per week, now get only two
services per week.

The other aspect about the service is that the
quality has deteriorated. Theoretically it sounds
impressive to say that OD Transport will trans-
port goods directly from the market to the retailer,
except that in many areas the retailers do not
know when OD Transport will arrive. The
vehicles arrive at odd times; they arrive in the
middle of the night and half-way through the
morning.

Mr Skidmore: They change their schedules.

Mr GRILL: They change their schedules quite
often.

Mr Skidmore: And do not tell anybody about
it.

Mr GRILL: The situation depends on the
vagaries of nature, how quick the driver is,
what the road is like, who the driver met down
the street, or any number of factors, including
loading factors in Perth. No-one knows when
they are going to arrive. What happens from
that? Goods are simply off-loaded when nobody
is there and are left to rot.

Mr Mclver: And does rot.
Mr Skidmore: If they were not rotten before

they got there.

Mr GRILL: The situation is not chaotic but it
is approaching chaos in some areas. I concede
that many of the problems have been ironed out

but there are still considerable problems in respect
of the standard of service. For instance, only
today the Boulder Shire informed me that it is
most concerned about the temperature at which
foodstuff arrives in its area. It has done a
survey and has got results. The shire has called
in the Public Works Department and that
department is also concerned at the fact
that refrigerated and frozen goods are arriving
in the Boulder area at a far higher temperature
than that at which they should be arriving. I
understand that the Public Works Department is
to issue a report.

The same applies in respect of the Norseman
Shire and I wish to quote here from a letter to
the Kalgoorie Miner sent in by Mr E. J. Lee,
JP, and President of the Shire of Dundas in
January, 1978. 1 add that Mr Lee is certainly
no supporter of the Australian Labor Party, as
far as I know. He is the Manager of Central
Norseman Goldmines, a well known Western
Mining Corporation subsidiary. He said-

Checks carried out by officers of the
Dundas Shire Council and the Agriculture
Department on December 20th, 1977, dis-
closed that the temperature of the chilling
compartment of the transporting vehicles was
11 degrees Centigrade.

This is for frozen goods. To continue--
The company was advised and they agreed

to take steps to rectify the matter. A subse-
quent inspection on January 10th, 1978,
revealed that despite efforts by the company
to overcome the problem the temperature of
the chiller compartment was still 11 degrees
Centigrade.

Mr Skidmore: Chiller or freezer?

Mr GRILL: Chiller. It is ironic that a
Government of this nature, which presents itself
as a free-enterprise Government, should create
and espouse a monopoly situation. It is ironic
that a Government of. this nature, which draws a
lot of its support from country areas and counts
to a very large degree on country votes for its
large numbers, should turn its hack so con-
temptuously on people who live in more isolated
parts of the country.

It is strange that this Government can allow
itself to be a party to such high cost increases
in the transportation of frozen and refrigerated
goods. It seems to me that the Government is
throwing all its weight behind monopolistic
Private enterprise. In certain parts of the world
people might call that national socialism or they
might call it something else.
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In respect of the comments by the Minister a
couple of moments ago that many people in
country areas had indicated their preference for
transportation of temperature-controlled traffic
by road, I believe some of those requests were
made. But in my electorate people did not
necessarily want road transport. They wanted an
upgrading of the Westrail transport. They wanted
the upgrading of two services a week to three
services a week or from three services to four
services, or something of that nature. But under
the present plan they have a downgrading of
services, and the figures I have given tonight
are correct figures and can be verified almost at
will. What the people were looking for was not
necessarily road transport bat merely an upgraded
service. They have got a downgraded service.

The Minister also referred to the fact that
the railways were losing on the deal vis-a-vrs
costs, taking into account maintenance, capitalisa-
lion, and soi on. That is true. Although they
made an incremental profit of $100 000 in 1975-
76, which are the latest figures they can come
up with, their overall costs indicate that the
railways were not operating at a profit in respect
of this service.

However, so that there is absolutely no doubt
about it, I point out to the House that only a
fairly moderate increase in prices would have
catered for the situation and allowed the Govern-
ment, through Westrail, to have made a quite
moderate profit. Therefore, I have to reject what
the Minister said in that regard.

I repeat again that the committee that reviewed
this matter, in my view, was not sufficiently
widely based and should have consulted more
people, at least in isolated areas. I know it
did constult many people around the place, but
in my view not enough in isolated areas. Cer-
tainly the plan was implemented in a very
precipitous way, which the Government has
already conceded. For all those reasons I
support the amendment.

MR SKIDMORE (Swan) [8.24 p.m.J: If a
company is not operating in one's best interests.
the best thing to do is to get rid of it. It does not
matter whether it is a public utility: get rid of it
in any case. When one considers the capital which
was apparently invested in freezer traffic or, as it
is referred to, temperature-controlled traffic on
Westrail, it appears that the Transport Commis-
sion looked at the service and said, "We are
providing such an expensive service for the people
that we will get rid of it without ensuring that a
satisfactory -aternative service will be available to
the people."

Mr O'Connor: Of course, they were not using
it much either.

Mr SKIDMORE: Were not using what?
Mr O'Connor: The rail service.

Mr SKIDMORE: One does not wonder at that
because it appears to me that it would have been
better to upgrade the Westrail service at less
expense and give a service to the people. I wish
to deal with some of the technical details. Al-
though I do not know all of them, this is an area
of endeavour I know a little about, having served
in the industry for five years as a works engineer
for W. 0. Johnston & Sons who at that time were
in the business of retailing and wholesaling meat.

One of the most difficult sections of the trade.
for which I had to be responsible, was chiller and
freezer traffic, and its distribution. Nothing is
harder, even in the metropolitan area, than to be
able to sustain satisfactory chiller or freezer
temperatures in transportable units. It is virtually
impossible. One can use double doors, air curtains
at the back, and even electric air curtains in an
effort to keep the temperature down. It is virtually
economically impossible to freeze or chill meat in
a three-ton truck so that it is stored adequately and
in conformity with health regulations. To do it
properly would necessitate the use of a unit which
it would be impossible for the truck to pull if it
were going to do the job effectively. The railways
were able to sustain a satisfactory service because
they had the load-carrying capacity to do it.

But one cannot do it with a truck: it is inmpos-
sible. One would need a trailer to cart around the
refrigeration unit.

Mr O'Connor: Some of the freezer trucks are
very good.

Mr SKIDMORE: Some of them are. Peters
freezer traffic does not have the trouble because
of the insulation and the fact that the goods are
being frozen to temperatures which are well below
the temperaure at which the product would
normally be stored, which temperatures do not
harm the product. But one cannot do that with
meat and many smallgoods because the product
would be destroyed. There is a big difference
between that sort of traffic and the chiller and
freezer traffic which people look to.

It was expedient on the part of the Government
to unload an unprofitable proposition to -the
detriment of people in the country. It amazes me
that no members on the Government side have
raised this matter in the Address-in-Reply debate,
because, judging by the complaints the Opposition
has been receiving, some on the other side of the
H-ouse have also been getting a few barbs. if
they have not, it appears to me that we have a
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very good chance of becoming the Government
because it would seem that people have rejected
the Government and are happy to come to the
Opposition to get their point of view across.

Mr O'Connor: There have been some problems,
but a lot of the traffic is door-to-door deliveries
and previously the railways used to drop the load
at the station at midnight.

Mr SKIDMORE: That is a darned sight
better proposition than door-to-door deliveries
because it allowed loads to be picked up at a
reasonable time, given that at times trains were
late.

Mrs Craig: What was the temperature when it
was picked up?

Mr SKIDMORE: No worse than the tempera-
ture is at the moment. If the Minister is going to
get into this argument-

Mrs Craig: I asked you a simple question.

Mr SKIDMORE: I would not have a clue
because I did not have a thermometer to stick
into the joint of meat. The point I wish to
make is that the temperature would have been
precisely in accordance with health regulations..
The temperatures provided by Westrail in most
instances would have been better because they
were demanded. But what happens now is that
the companies delivering door-to-door deliver
goods which are 10 or 15 degrees over the de-
manded temperature. That in itself proves the
inability of OD Transport to sustain a satis-
factory service.

The way the company is going about it, the
operation is a physical and engineering impos-
sibility. If meat is chilled in Perth and delivered
to a chiller store in Kalgoorlie without opening
the back door of the truck we might find a unit
which could do the job, but we would be ter-
ribly lucky because the unit would be very costly.
Apparently OD Transport's attitudes and exper-
tise in this field were not known to the depart-
ment because if the department had known of
the type of unit it was going to put on the
trucks, I am quite sure the board that ratified
the agreement would have said. "No dice".
That is the reason that company could do it,
supposedly one would imagine, more cheaply than
the other company.

Mr O'Connor: Were there not some require-
ments in the tender to that effect?

Mr SKIDMORE: I imagine there would be.
I suggest probably there were. It appears that
the technical knowledge available to the depart-
ment should have covered this. However, the
person who surveyed the tenders certainly did

not look at the type of equipment that OD
Transport had in its refrigeration section.

Mr O'Connor: They are not the only ones doing
it.

Mr SKIDMORE: There are some others, but
we are having very little difficulty with them. I
am talking only about OD Transport because I
want to come to some specific cases. Looking
at the report, it says the advantages would be
door-to-door operation and a better control
factor. I will deal with that later, although I
think I have already dealt with it. Consign-
ment would be delivered into store. That would
be a great advantage provided when the con-
signment is delivered into store it is at the right
temperature; but 99 times out of l00 it arrives
in store at an excessive temperature over and
above the safety staiidard that the department
would want people to put up with. So there
is a problem. Another advantage was extension
of roads to provide a better service. I think that
has been answered already.

My problem is associated with the personal
manufacturers of goods. I have two of these
companies in my electorate. I have been in touch
with the executives of both of these companies.
They have given me unfettered permission to
make the following statements which include nam-
ing the companies concerned and naming the
officers who gave me the information, because,
in the words of one of the executives, it is a
chaotic scheme. It went off half-cocked and it
is losing these companies a great deal of busi-
ness.

That statement was made by an officer of
Huttons Meats in Midland. He goes on to
substantiate his point of view with many case
histories. I shall give only one or two in each
instance. This firm believes that the refrigeration
of the trucks is inadequate and this statement is
substantiated by the company's engineers who
work within the profession. They believe it is
totally inadequate; that it cannot do the job.
The refrigeration has never been satisfactory for
any of the company's customers. OD Transport
has never been able to say in an assured manner
that they will receive their products door-to-door
at a temperature which is within the confines of
what they should receive.

Mr O'Connor: When was this information
given to you?

Mr SKIDMORE: It was given to me this
afternoon. It is the latest, most up-to-date in-
formation. It was given to me this afternoon
when I checked the facts in order that I would not
be off target.
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During the Christmas period the number of
times goods were overcarried was staggeringly
high. The representative of Huttons Meats advised
me that on numerous occasions goods were
overcarried; they were left at the next town.
When the trucks returned they were advised by
OD Transport, "I am sorry, we had to overcarry
it. We are going to Busselton. If you like to make
arrangements for it to be picked up I am sure it
can be carried." This is refrigerator and chiller
traffic. That is the situation. People were asked to
race from Bunbury to Busselton to pick up the
20 pounds of sausages sitting on the steps all
ready.

Mr Sibson: That did not happen.

Mr SKIDMORE: The member is too far back
in the back benches.

Mr Pearce: You should get a microphone in
that seat.

Mr SKIDMORE: On another occasion unfor-
tunately one of OT's trucks overturned. Strange-
ly enough no effort was made by the company to
inform Buttons Meats that its cargo was lying on
the side of the road and its goods were bad.
Obviously the unit was not running because it
has to stand upright in order to run. The goods
were destroyed and the company did nothing
about :t. The only way that Huttons Meats found
out about the truck being overturned was as a
result of one of the consignees phoning Buttons
Meats eight to nine hours later and asking what
had happened to his goods.

Mr Sibson: Did you check that?

Mr SKIDMORE: No. Shut up! Then Buttons
Meats checked with OD Transport Which in-
formed it that Huttons should have been in a
position to know there was trouble and that the
truck had overturned. I am puttng it in simple
terms. The situation took place, but not neces-
sarily in the vernacular I have used.

Mr O'Connor: If a rail truck overturned how
long would it be before they got notice?

Mr SKIDMORE: I am not making a compari-
son with a rail truck overturning.

Mr Sibson: Yes you are.

Mr SKIDMORE: I have already asked the
member to shut up. so I would ask him to button
his lip.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I would request the
member to be more ckrcumspect in the way he
asks the member for Bunbury to keep quiet.

Mr SKIDMORE: I do not mind if you, Sir,
want me to use the King's English. I would ask

the member for Bunbury please to refrain from
interjecting. I know I should use parliamentary
language.

I want to mention some significant situations
which occurred at a tine when there was a
consignment of goods into ODT which was valued
at $65.49. It was not delivered at the end of the
trip. The consignment note and the delivery note
to ODT showed it had been received by a
servant of the company and the receipt shows this.
The company took the goods, apparently into its
control, and it did not deliver the goods at the
end of the road. In fact, when the complaint was
lodged two days later when there was a hulla-
balloo about the situation, ODT would not
even bother to give any indication as to what
took place. This occurred on the 15th March
when an official complaint was made by Huttons
Meats to ODT. Huttons Meats did not receive a
reply until the 5th April. ODT said it had checked
out the situation and it was quite sure the officer
named was not an employee of the company,
therefore he could not have signed the note
indicating he had received the product into the
care of ODT.

This occurred at .a time when Huttons Meats
had a receipt signed by ODT. The only matter
which Buttons could not find out about was
where the goods had gone. Eventually Huttons
was advised that the cartons were available after
all. ODT had found the cartons a week later
and if Buttons Meats wanted to pick up the
goods it could do so. That is one instance.

On another occasion a quantity of sausages
was delivered in a condition which I understand
ODT admitted was bad. It was suggested to
Buttons Meats three days later that, "if you
would like to pick them up they are available to
you..,

Both the companies which are in my area have
indicated that they have lost a great deal of
business to other companies. These other com-
panies apparently are able to ensure that their
goods arrive in a suitable condition. In fact, if
one wants to hear about some of the problems
aa~sociated with the delivery, I will mention for
the benefit of the member for Bunbury an inci-
dent that took place outside Woolworths in
Bunbury. This incident involved one of the OT
trucks. I will come back to that.

The attitude of the representative for Globe
Meat Packers is much the same as that expressed
by the representative for Buttons Meats. The
situation is chaotic and they are unable to under-
stand the system. In fact, they say that a
schedule of loading is submitted to the companies
concerned and freezer and chiller traffic will go
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out in vans which probably are not insulated.
because they are not made to do the job and in
fact they are purely holding vans. They go to
deliver the goods and find the schedule has been
changed. They are told, "it is no good coming
in at I I o'clock this morning because we are not
loading until four o'clock this afternoon", or
alternatively they will be told, "We are not load-
ing at all."

These incidents have been related to me and
surely they are a condemnation of the system.
As late as today these people have told me about
the problems. A classic example is as follows:
Globe Meat Packers gave into the care of OD
Transport-this terribly efficient company accord-
ing to the railways anyway because it obtained
the contract over and above a much mare respon-
sible company which tendered for the job-2)
cartons of goods. When they arrived at their
destination and the consignee came to pick them
up there were I8 cartons. Two had disappeared.
The company checked the situation because it
wanted to find out what had happened. OT
said , L'Socrry. Stiff cheddar. We will accept no
responsibility because you did not insure your load
against loss."

Mr O'Connor: I take it you have checked up
in Perth that it was receivable from OT.

Mr SKIDMORE: I beg your pardon!
Mr O'Connor: Have you checked with ODT

to find out that this is correct?

Mr SKIDMORE: No, t have not.
Mr Sibson: That was my question; did you

check to find out?

Mr SKIDMORE: The member has made his
interjection. He should allow me to answer it.
Through you, Mr Speaker, to the member for
Bunhury, might I say that when I am dealing
with senior officers of H-uttons Meats in Midland
and when I am dealing with senior officers of
Globe Meat Packers in Midland also, and when
they come to me and give me this information
and say I may use it in whichever way I think fit,
completely free and unfettered without hiding any
names, I accept they are telling me the truth.

Mr Sibson: It is a one-sided story.

Mr SKIDMORE: Of course it is.
Mr Sibson: Why do you not talk to ODT?

Mr SKIDMORE: 1 will tell the member some-
thing about ODT's report.

Mr Sibson: You call them irresponsible without
any justification.

Mr SKIDMORE: I know the member for
Bunbury is as smart ats they come. lHe can get

hold of any sort of facts and twist them round
and come up with a convenient answer to suit
and endeavours to make me look a fool and
make the representatives of Huttons Meats and
Globe Meat Packers look like fools also.

Mr Sibson: You always were one.

Mr SKIDMORE: Having answered the inter-
jection of the member for Bunbury as to whether
I checked out the information-

Mr Sibson: You have not answered it.

Mr SKIDMORE: -let me say in regard to
Globe Meat Packers that I have been told the
goods arrived not once, not twice, not three
times, but on numerous occasions unchilled and
unfrozen; damaged and destroyed; gone off in the
sense that meat goes off-it stinks; it smells. It
is not acceptable to the consumer, to the customei,
or to the consignee. Quite frankly it is indicative
of a service which is inefficient, which never has
been efficient, and it is indicative of a company
which never should have been given the contract.
The company may have the expertise. but I believe
the only advantage the company had was a few
trucks which it wanted to put into operation.

Mr Sibson: How long has the company been
operating?

Mr SKIDMORE: It has been operating for too
long if it has been robbing people in the same
manner it has been robbing the companies I have
mentioned.

Mr O'Connor: They have been operating for
over 20 years.

Mr SKIDMORE: It has been operating for
that period of time as at transport company, but
it has not been in the freezer business. What
is the member for Bunbury talking about?

Mr Sibson: I am talking about OT.

Mr SKIDMORE: Yes; the same company.
Mr Biryce: It has only just gone into the freezer

business.
Mr SKIDMORE: The whole problem with the

member for Bunbury is this: He is not in the
idiot class, but if he were he would be at home.

In regard to the question of prices I should like
to quote some factual information given to me in
relation to what I termed the "Yalgoo situation".
A storekeeper at Yalgoo had consigned $8?
worth of fruit and vegetables which was to go
to Geraldton for delivery to Yalgoo as chiller
traffic. Chiller traffic is kept at a temperature
of perhaps, 25 to 35 degrees--i do not know the
exact temperature, but it would not be more than
that. It Could be a little higher, but normally
it would not be in the subzero temperature range.
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Mr Coyne: About 40.
Mr SKIDMORE: I do not know the temperature

that ODT keeps its chiller traffic at. That
company probably has a temperature of 80
degrees; that would be. consistent with its idea
of good business. These goods were not placed
in the chiller; they were placed in the freezer
and frozen. They were offloaded at Geraldton
and transported to Yalgoo. As members well know,
when fruit and vegetables are frozen and thawed
out one is left with pulp. The resulting product
is no good.

A Government member: Ice blocks!

Mr SKIDMORE: One could not even use it for
ice blocks. It is no good. That consignment
was a total loss. When the company concerned
complained about the situation ODT disclaimed
all responsibility because the storekeeper had not
taken out insurance cover against spoilage of the
goods in transit. Who caused the spoilage? Had
the goods been placed in the chiller no spoilage
would have occurred. However, the goods went
into the freezer. They were spoilt as soon as
the freezer doors were shut.

However, CDT did not foot the bill. It said,
"Bad luck Charlie. You have done $87, plus
freight. We are running the service. If you do
not like it get someone else to do it. Nobody
else will take your goods into Yalgoo, you can
take it or leave it." That situation just is not
good enough.

Let us look at the prices charged in Yalgoo.
Originally, when goods were transported by rail,
it used to cost $6 for 20 one-litre cartons of milk.
The same 20 litres now cost $11; an additional
$5. The cartons Contain the same quantity of
milk, but the additional cost is $5 for 20 litres.
In fact, the additional cost is a little over 10ic per
one litre carton. That is an imposition on the
people who buy milk.

The scheme is also disastrous from the health
point of view. Eor the inefficiency, not only does
a consumer have to pay an extra 101c per litre-
more than he used to pay previously when he was
serviced by Westrail-but the milk is not up to
the standard of the requirements of the Public
Health Department. It would appear that with
regard to chiller traffic the company has short-
changed itself. It went in on the most economic
system, and purchased plants which the company
thought would do the job. However, those plants
have proved to be inadequate and the company
finds it has no margin in the transport vehicles,
neither in the chiller traffic nor the freezer traffic.
There is no margin to take up the changes in
temperature. The units have done an average job,

and I imagine that one of the factors which has
caused the difficulties has been the extent of the
summer. However, if that is the criterion then
the first stinking hot day that is experienced every
truck will fail if the units are not sufficient to
Carry the loading.

I will refer to an incident which happened in
Bunbury. I am not sure whether it was Globe Meat
Packers or Huttons-4 think it was Huttons-but
the company became disturbed at the number of
complaints it was receiving from customers about
the products supplied by the freezer services. The
company arranged for a supervisor to follow a
delivery truck.

As I understand the situation, the truck arrived
outside Woolworths in Bunbury and the door
remained open for two hours. The unit at the
front of the freezer truck had a total BTU capacity
to remove the heat generated inside the freezing
chamber and keep the goods at, say, 40 degrees
centigrade while the door remained closed.
However, the loss of cold air when the
doors are opened is gigantic and, as a result, the
goods may as well be tossed out because they
would be completely ruined. No unit of that
type could possibly keep that chiller at the right
temperature. Yet, that vehicle went on from
Bunbury to Busselton and delivered more goods.
The company probably said, "Bad luck".

It is not uncommon for units to fail to switch
on, and members will realise that is always
possible when transporting refrigerated goods.
There is also the hardening of the copper lines
caused by vibration. The copper pipes then frac-
ture and, inevitably, when that happens there is
nothing left for the driver to do but drive on to
his destination. The excuse is, "Sorry, it was an
act of God, or something. There is nothing we
can do about it." All in all, that is a very sorry
state of affairs.

The two companies involved are genuinely con-
cered. They have lost customers. Apparently
somec customers-those who are able to do so-
now come down to the factory to pick up their
own goods. They prefer to trust an Esky with
some ice in preference to trusting the OD Trans-
port system. I thought that we had got away
from using ice as a means of keeping food
frozen, but it seems we have not because people
are forced to use it.

Let us look at a summation of the question of
costs. I believe the Government saw an opportun-
ity to off load an unprofitable service. A total of
76 wagons were released for other traffic, so one
could claim that the whole capital cost of those
wagons should not be weighed against the refrig-
erated transport system because those wagons
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would be used elsewhere. The expense would
probably not be half as high as everybody thought
it would be, The only additional cost would be
for insulation and for the refrigeration units to
be fitted.

Under the Westrail system a fruzen consignment
went from station to station. The doors of the
van were opened once at each station and the
goods offloaded at the right temperature. The
doors were closed immediately and the loss of cold
air was negligible. The unit was then able to
pick up before the next station and maintain
the right temperature before anything was spoilt.

The changeover meant that a very efficient
section of Westrail was aborted. It was put to
death. I might say here that I got fairly close
to the staff during one of my periods of employ-
ment with the railways, and I observed that they
were dedicated. They had expertise, from the
foreman level down. It was unbelievable to ob-
serve the number of innovative changes applied
to the transportation of freezer traffic. Perhaps
that was the downfall of the system; because of
the efficiency and the ability of the staff to get
something really good, it became a little expen-
sive. ft Was mainly on that score the Government
said it was too costly. The Government has
said, "Sorry about the service: it was excellent
but you will now get a substandard service." That
is the reality of the situation.

The employees were dedicated in their ap-
proachi to the job. I have known people to go
out under extreme difficulties to check the opera-
tion of freezer plants and to see that they were
operating satisfactorily. All I can say is that
the loss of that extra work force to Westrail is
a disgrace because they did a very good job and
were conscious of their responsibilities.

However, that is not all of the picture. The
whole of the servicing of the units has gone from
the workshops to private enterprise. I do not
think the units would have been serviced in the
Midland Workshops but the work has gone to
private enterprise.

From my knowledge of the refrigeration in-
dustry when it comes to repairs it is a case of,
"Soak the consumer." The consumer usually
has not the slightest idea of what is wrong with
his unit. A refrigeration mechanic is able to look
at a refrigerator and say that the thermostat has
gone. He is then able to replace that thermostat,
costing about $13, and charge $40 for the job.

The comparison I make is that the service on
the trucks is now being done outside by private
enterprise. I understand that OD Transport does
not carry its own people for that type of repair.

The consumer has to pay for the inefficient ser-
vice and, in return, receive a thoroughly inefficient
transport service.

Part of the amendment states-
The disastrous effect on country people

with the consignments of freezer traffic which
were previously handled by Westrail and now
handled by road transport.

I believe the Opposition has shown conclusively,
and without any shadow of doubt, that Westrail
has let down its customers, Certainly, Westrail
has been remiss, almost to the point of scandal
when it allows a contract such as the one under
discussion to go to a firm like 01) Transport.
That firm does not have the expertise, nor does
it have the capital. If it did have the capital
it has not spent it on suitable units. Therefore,
the Government should stand condemned on those
factors alone. Another section of the amendment
reads-

The Government's failure to provide for
the people of the Murchison the most ad-
vantageous freight rate available following
the closure of the Mullewa-Meekatharra
railway.

I have no doubt my colleagues will deal with that
issue, It appears to me we have proved con-
clusively that as far as the chiller and freezer
traffic is concerned this Government is hell-bent
on getting rid of the railways as quickly as pos-
sible.

1 have spoken on a couple Of issues involving
the companies which employ labour in my area.
They are now facing a loss of business and, of
course,. if they lose business they have to put
workers off. The Government claims that work-
ers cannot be sustained in business because of the
uneconomic situation, so people are sacked and,
as a result, we have more unemployment.

So, we have a compounding problem. Not
only is there increased unemployment, but the
people in jobs are becoming less efficient. In
my area two companies are suffering loss of
business and, because of that, they wit] probably
have to curtail their activities unless they can
receive some satisfaction on this issue.

1 have stated my condemnation of the Govern-
ment. It has sacrificed a facility which has pro-
vided a service for the people. The service could
have been upgraded, but is has been given away
heartlessly and without any thought of the end
result to the people who depend so much on the
transport of chilled and frozen goods. I refer to
those people in country areas. I commend the
amendment and I believe I would be hypocritical
if I did not support it.
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MR SODEMAN (Pilbara) 18.58 p.m.): It is
not my intention to take up the aspects of
freezer transport, but to deal with the matter
raised concerning the Pilbara residents, and more
importantly the residents of the towns of Tom
Price and Paraburdoo.

Because of the provocative tone of the mem-
ber for Avon when he moved his amendment to
the motion, and his comments concerning the
Pilbara roads in his lead-up to the amendment,
I feel it is important I should make some com-
ments.

I point out that it is quite understandable that
the particular aspect-which I concede is most
important transportation-wise to the people of
the Pilbara, and particularly to the people of
those two towns-has not actually been included
in the amendment moved by ther member for
Avon.

However, I feel that you, Mr Speaker, will
allow me to speak in this instance because of
the general assertion in the lead-tip comments
by the member who moved the amendment.

I want to say quite categorically at the outset
that the need for a sealed access road to the
two towns of Paraburdoo and Tom Price is both
genuine and real, and one which this Govern-
ment has acknowledged for some time.

One might say that acknowledging it is not
quite enough'. action is required. I agree with
that, but action has been taking place, and it
wilt continue to take place.

In listening to the opening remarks of the
member for Avon. I was rather surprised to hear
him speak of the lack of approach to the respons.
bilities of road transport, the lack of policies,
and the lack of action by this Government. He
said this Government had allowed the State to
go into reverse gear. That is rather interesting,
because it has been claimed by one particular
member of the Opposition-the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition and member for Ascot-that
during a particular pre-election exercise the
Liberal Party stated all the inland roads in the
Pilbara would be sealed. I am rather pleased that
the member for Avon mentioned the principles of
Christianity with reference to cyclone "Alby"~, and
the opportunities it afforded people to get together
to help one another. I trust that those same
principles will flow from one or two of the other
members on the other side of the House and that
they will stop perpetrating lies-

Mr Bryce. You will get an explanation in about
five minutes.

Mr SODEMAN: -and stop spreading stories-

Mr Bryce: You were the ones who spread
the stories in the streets of Tom Price in 1974,
and do not forget it.

Mr SODEMAN: It is not a matter of forgetting
it; I happened to be with the Premier at all
the meetings he attended in 1977. In actual fact
supporters of the Opposition had tape recorders,
and I would be delighted for them to bring
forward those tapes now,

Mr Bryce: I am talking about 1974.

Mr SODEMAN: Fine, I have yet to have a
person in these towns approach me to say we
made this promise. By the way, our own Liberal
Party supporters in the area who helped us
organ ise meetings would have been right onto us
if we had made those promises. Do not members
opposite think that I myself would be pushing
for the Government to implement such a promise?
Of course I would,

Mr Bryce: Well might you wish to forget it.

Mr SODEMAN: The member for Avon moved
the amendment we are discussing now? and 1 have
decided to put him right about our policies.
Frequently he has referred to our policies of 1974
and 1977, and so I would like to quote
from them. As members on the other side
continually tell us, the Opposition does not have
access to Treasury records. Without letting the
people down, in 1974 the best policy we could
come up with was this-'

A complete review of the Commonwealthi
State Roads Aid Agreement as it affects the
North.

This was done. To continue-
Upgrading of roads for commodities and

tourist use.
This is being done, although it does not mean
upgrading to a sealed surface finish in all instances.
Most people who know anything about the Pilbara
-and this amount indicates that those making
these claims do not-know that it would cost in
the vicinity of $400 million Co seal all the inland
Pilbara. roads.

Mr Bryce: It sounds like a big job.

Mr SODEMAN; Even the Opposition would be
honest enough to appreciate that funding of that
sort could not be produced in a three-year term,
a six-year term, or even longer. However, our
policy referred to specific roads and it is very
important to remember that, I have here our
1974 policy, and I would be happy to supply
this to anyone who is interested.

Mr Mclver: What about tertiary education?
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Mr Barnett: The university for the Pilbara?

Mr SODEMAN: The member for Avon is
asking me about tertiary education.

Mr Laurance: Anything but transport!

Mr SODEMAN: If the member for Avon had
been paying attention earlier this evening, he
would know that I asked a question today about
tertiary education in the Pilbara. I would be
delighted to speak about that subject at the ap-
propriate time, but this is not it.

Mr Mclver: Reference was made to Tom Price.

Mr SODEMAN: The Tom Price roads are
most important to the residents of that town.
Members opposite talk about being specific, but
in 1977 we were specific. in our policy. Naturally
we referred to what had been done in the last
three years.

Mr Pearce: That would be short.

Mr SODEMAN: When a party is coming up
for election, naturally enough it refers to what
it will do in the next three years.

Mr Pearce: Even shorter!

Mr SODEMAN: I would be quite happy to
supply our policy to any of the Paraburdoo-Tomn
Price residents or, indeed, to members opposite.
A brief outline is as follows--

Seating of the North West coastal high-
way through to Pan Hedland has been
achieved, completing a $31 million, eight-
year programme launched under a previous
Liberal Government. It included the con-
struction of 29 high level bridges,

The second point indicated in the policy is also
very specific. It reads-

In the past three years, more than $14
million has been spent on national high-
ways in the area-between Meekatharra and
Newman, and between Port Hedland and
Goldsworthy (where the black top is being
pushed on to Broome, in the Kimberley).
This is already giving a much improved ser-
vice to residents of Goldsworthy and Shay
Gap.

Those people acknowledge the benefits, they have
derived from this action; they are very pleased
with achievements. The third point is-

The black top from Meekatharrra is ex-
pected to come within 150 kiLomnetres. of
Newman by the middle of this year-

That has happened. To continue-
-and the big job is expected to be com-
pleted by the end of 1978.

That is on schedule. A further point is-

Almost $3 million has been allocated dur-
ing the past three years to the Nanutarra-
Paraburdoo Road.

I have some other figures here which demon-
strate the Government's performance, although in
its amendment the Opposition says there has been
no performance.

I would like to indicate to members opposite
and to the residents of those two towns that'
during the period of the Tonkin Government-
1971 to 1974-very little money was spent on
that road. So I wonder what the object of the
exercise is in regard to this amendment. A little
later I would like to refer to a public meeting
which took place in Tom Price, because I think
it has dubious undertones.

Mr Batemnan: Say what they are.

Mr SODEMAN: I will. Our policy goes on
to state-

The high priority given to the Paraburdoo-
Tonm Price road will be maintained. Already
$2.4 million has been spent on this project.

And so our policy continues; all very specific.
So this is why I query the amendment put forward
by the member for Avon. I have a great deal of
respect for this member, and he was doing his
duty as an Opposition spokesman when he
embarked on the exercise to go into the Pilbara.
I find him a very genuine person.

Mr Mclver: Thank you.

Mr SODEM AN: Let us look at the policy of the
Labor Party on this matter. I assume the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition must have played a
part in drawing up this policy, because of his
party position. Bear in mind he is the person
who is talking about the promises we supposedly
made in the Pilbara. If we had made such
statements, our own branches would have been
right onto us about them, but this has not hap-
pened. These people understand the nature of
the problems and they understand we are doing
everything; we possibly can.

Another interesting point is that in moving his
amendment the member for Avon said that the
Government has no policy and it has taken no
action. I have mentioned already the specifics
of our action. Hie talked about our policy when,
to the best of our knowledge, in 1974 the Labor
Party did not have a policy in regard to roads
and transportation in the Pilbara. That was the
high regard that the ALP had for the residents
of the Pilbara.
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Mr Bryce: We did not make extravagant
promises.

Several members interjected.

Mr SODEMAN: In 1977 when the Labor Party
had a chance to make promises, and when the
Deputy Leader of the opposition had a chance
to include in his party's next policy what it would
do in the Pilbara, having claimed that the Liberal
Party had let the people down-a claim which
was totally incorrct-it came up with this
revolutionary announcement in respect of policy
for the northern roads.

Mr Bryce: What is the source?

Mr Clarko: The "sauce" is on your side!

Mr Pearce: What are you quoting from?

Mr SODEMAN: This document is headed,
"Statement by the Leader of the Opposition and
Shadow Minister for the North-West-Colin
Jamieson". It reads-

A State Labor Government will seal the
road between Broome and Port Hedland.

That is the No. I priority. The statement con-
tin iies-

The road is a vital link in W.A. and
Australia's transport system, Yet it is a horror
stretch for many people.

This is correct. To continue-

The only way to overcome this problem is
to seal the road,

That is also true. it continued-
A Labor Government will make this a top

priority project and will do the job during
its first three-year term of office.

Mr Pearce: That is right too.

Mr SODEMAN: To continue-

Initially we will make special, strong
approaches to the Federal Government-

We have approached the Fraser Government.
Earlier tonight the member for Avon stated that
this Government did not make any strong
approaches, and I will prove that he is incorrect
there. This amendment seems to be an attempt at
political one-upmanship at the expense of the
people of the Pilbara. This document continues-

-asking that they recognise the importance
of the road to the Kimberley region and the
nation and that they provide funds for the
sealing of the road.

There is no mention there whatsoever of the
roads in the Pilbarat or of the needs of the people

of these two towns referred to by the member for
Avon during his speech prior to his moving the
amendment. This statement continues-

If they refuse to recognise the significance
of the road, we will find the funds from the
States own resources.

The sealing of the road will not only
improve living conditions in the area and
provide 'economic benefits, but could well

-also increase tourist traffic and reduce the
effects of isolation.

* A boost to tourism in the area will have
benefits for local businessmen.

If the project has to be funded from the
State's own resources-

I ask members to pay attention to this interesting
part-

-it will probably mean that some road pro-
jects in other parts of the State will have to
be delayed.

So really what the Labor Party was saying in
regard to the projects in the Paraburdoo-Toni
Price area was that if it got into Government,
and if it received the same treatment that we have
since received in regard to road funds, the people
in these areas would not have got a look in.
Where indeed are the specifics in this instance? We
are adhering to our promises to these people, and
yet the Labor Party did not have the courtesy to
make one mention of these areas prior to the
election. In other words, the Labor Party is saying
to the people in the Pilbara, "We feel this warrants
No. I priority, but if you miss out, tough luck."
The Liberal Party has undertaken to upgrade the
Broome Road as well as adhering to the specifics
of our policies of 1974 and 1977. The Labor
Party document continues-

Our decision to undertake the sealing of
the road if we are elected at the next election
has been made after strong representations
from the endorsed A.LP. candidate for the
Legislative Assembly seat of Kimberley, Mr.
Ernie Bridge.

There is no reference in it to the representations
that obviously were made by the Labor Party
spokesmen in the Pilbara; no reference to the
residents; and no reference to the debates that had
taken place in this House over the years about the
needs of the country people and how they were
behind the eight ball in respect of road allocations.

Mr Laurance: Interjections thunderous!

Mr SODEMAN: However, the Labor Party
pays complete attention to one person, ant en-
dorsed Labor candidate, Mr Ernie Bridge. He was

579



580 ASSEMBLY]

the person who dictated their policy in the north
of this State. The document continues-

His representations reinforced my own
observations of the urgency of sealing the
road and were endorsed by my Deputy
Leader, Mr. Dave Evans, Who returned from
a visit to the area a few days ago.

I have instructed my Shadow Minister for
Works, Mr. Tom Jones, and my Shadow
Minister for Transport, Mr. Ken Mclver, to
visit the area later this month to discuss
details of the project with local people and
to obtain their views on the most desirable
type of road.

No Labor representative visited the Pilbara; no
attempt was made to obtain the views of the
residents of Paraburdoo and Tom Price. I wonder
who is hypocritical in this case.

There was an attachment to the statement I
have just read, and this was a palliative offered
to the people in these two towns. The Labor
Party said that it would approach MMA to have
the air service to Tom Price reinstated. This
would not cost a dollar; all the Labor Party said
was that it would make an approach to MMA.

It was the member for Ascot who said that the
Royal Commission into the two-airline system was
hopeless and a dead loss. The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition frequently stands up in this House
requesting Royal Commissions into this and that,
hut therein lies another tale.

When the Labor Party was pushing for the two-
airline Service, who was downgrading the service in
the Kimberley? The people of the Kimberley are
not particularly happy with the two-airline Service
as it is operating presently. The people of the
Pilbara will be most disappointed, because eco-
nomically the bigger aircraft will have to serve
the areas where there is a large population, and
consequently, the service to the smaller towns
will be reduced as time goes on.

In actual fact, in 1974 the Labor Party offered
the people of the Pilbara absolutely nothing, and
again in 1977 it offered nothing. Yet the member
for Avon stands up in this House to talk about
our lack of policies. Mr Speaker, I ask you to
be the judge as to who is genuine and who is
not.

Mr Mclver: Produce the goods.

Mr SODEMAN: The member for Avon just
asked me to produce the goods. I will be
delighted to do that, if he will bear with me.

Mr Mclver: The "diffs" will finish up under-
neath the radiator the way the roads are now.

Mr SODEMAN: I have here information relat-
ing to expenditure on the Pitbara roads from
1971 to 1977, including proposed expenditure
in 1977-78. In response to the request of the
member for Avon about the Nanutarra-Wittenoom
Road I would like to point out, as I have men-
tioned earlier, that $3 million was spent on this
road from 1974 to 1977. During the Labor
Administration of 1971 to 1974, there was very
little expenditure in this area. Of course, a
further $t million approximately will be spent by
the end of the 1977-78 financial year.

The North West Coastal Highway between
Carnarvon and the Goldsworthy-Broome turnoff is
important because it represents benefits to indi-
viduals of the hinterland of the Pilbara and the
coast. Many inland towns still have gravel roads to
the highway but, nevertheless, these programmes
have been and are continuing to be of tremendous
benefit to them. In respect of the North West
Coastal Highway from Carnarvon to the Golds-
worthy-Broome turnoff, between 1971 and 1977 a
sum of $32.62 million was spent. "No perform-
ance", says the member for Avon. Proposed
expenditure for 1977-78 is $2.09? million.

Mr Pearce interjected.

Mr SODEMAN: What 1 said was that in our
policy statement we said in the previous term
between 1974 and 1977 we spent $3 million. I
said the total expenditure from 1971 to 1977,
which included the Opposition's term in office,
was only $3 million. During the period 1971-1974
very little was spent. If the member sits quietly he
might understand what I am saying. I shall quote
some further figures.

Great Northern Highway, Meekatharra. to
Newman, $12.78 million. Proposed expendi-
ture for 1977-78, $6.7 million.

flat will complete that particular section of the
Great Northern Highway, so it can be seen that
things are moving. Admittedly the people in
Paraburdoo and Tom Price do not have seated
roads to their towns and that concerns me as much
as them. t might add that when members of the
Opposition go up and look at these roads they
have not necessarily travelled over them.

Mr Bryce: My car will never be the same.
It blew up after its 5 000 kilometre service after
it had travelled along the Nanutarra road to the
Pilbara.

Mr SODEMAN: What the member for Ascot
is saying is that his incompetence extends to look-
ing after his own motor vehicle, tie has had one
trip. Hooray for him! The member for Avon
and the acting secretary of the TWU know what
is going on and why the T'anutarra-Tom Price
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Road is in its current condition. There is an
upgrading project going on at Tom Price. There
are a couple of hundred extra houses being built
there and there is extra pressure on that section of
the road. We have had a wet season which has cut
off some parts of the road at times. Rain has been
needed to replenish water supplies in the area and
the Main Roads Department people need it to
carry out efficient and effective maintenance. it is
possible to have periods of two weeks or more
where roads are extraordinarily bad.

It is not the transport operators of today who
have paid the price but those who have been
servicing the area over gravel roads for the last
decade; many uncomplainingly. They can now
get to Goldsworthy on a sealed highway and by
Christmas they will be able to get to Newman on
a sealed highway. The honest ones happily applaud
the progress made and would indicate the savings
that have been achieved as far as the economy of
running their vehicles is concerned. It is outright
hypocrisy for the Opposition to state there is no
policy and no action is being taken.

Expenditure of State funds on Pilbara roads
for 1971 to the 31st March, 1978, was $58 mil-
lion of a total in the State of $183 million. Once
again the member for Avon says there has been
no progress.

Mr Mclver: You tell that tn the truck drivers.

Mr SODEMAN: I appreciate they have prob-
lems as does every citizen living there. What
I am trying to get across is that the problems
are diminishing at a tremendous rate. When
one considers the situation in other countries one
must realise we have some of the world's longest
road links, and to have two sealed links going
into the one area, in particular the Pilbara, is
tremendous. That does not mean to say we will
stop at this point and I indicate to the member
for Avon that the Government gives high priority
to the residents of Paraburdoo and Tom Price.

In relation to people at Wittenoom and Nulla-
gine, etc., it Must be realised that simple logic
dictates that where there is a large population that
is where one seals the road first. There is another
important factor on which the Opposition
spokesman on transport has let the people down.
No mention 'was made of alternatives. Surely
some research should have been done in respect
of distances to the metropolitan area. There are
a number of specific needs for individual resi-
dents in the north. One is that they want sealed
access from their towns south to the city. The
other is that they want recreation flexibility. People
in Tom Price want access to a jet airport in
Paraburdoo.

A lot of play has been made on the Paraburdo-
Nanutarra Road to Onslow and I understand why
but we have to look at the total situation. The
honest citizens will appreciate that between Para-
burdoo, Tom Price and Newman are Area "C",
Marandoo, and Rhodes Ridge. I will not ask
the member for Avon to tell me what
would happen if these areas got off the ground and
new towns were developed. What would be the
answer to that dilemma if money had been spent
on the wrong priority? That needs to be carefully
considered.

There was a newspaper article printed recently
in which the sporting bodies in the Pilbara were
talking of sealed access roads so they could travel
from one town to another for sporting events.
Their plea could hold sway. If the roads were
sealed between Paraburdoo, Tom Price, and New-
man it would give them the recreation flexibility
for purposes other than fishing at spots such as
Onslow. People in Paraburdoo, Tom Price, and
Newman would have a link that would overcome
ther problem of travelling on gravel roads to
compete in different sporting events but it would
not overcome the problems of the fishermen.

For the sake of the record, the distance from
Tom Price'to Perth via Nanutarra is 1 550 kilo-
metres. From Paraburdoo to Perth via Nanu-
tarra it is 1 531 kilometres. On the other alterna-
tive, from Tom Price to Perth via Newman, which
is over the proposed new national highway route,
the distance is 1 440 kilometres. From Paraburdoo
to Perth via Newman on the same route the dis-
tance is 1 427 kilometres.

This would better suit Mr Sleight's require-
ment for a sealed access road which would
cut off 100 kilometres. Time is money and
the drivers could spend the time saved sleeping
in their own beds and fair wear and tear on
vehicles would be reduced. So members op-
posite and the Acting Secretary of the Trans-
port Workers' Union would have to opt for that
alternative. The sporting bodies also would opt
for it for the reasons I mentioned previously. The
fishermen might opt for another one.

Mr Mclver interjected.

Mr SODEMAN: I am responding to the mem-
ber's amendment to the motion and if he does
not want a response he should not move such
amendments. The figures 1 have mentioned are
worthy of note. The member for Avon also
mentioned that this Government was not making
any effort to get additional funds from the Fed-
eral Government. In the Opposition's policy
statement it mentioned it would make a
strong approach. In line with those statements
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and as a parallel, if these remarks do not in-
dicate there is going to be a strong approach
made, if in fact it has not already been made,
I do not know what does. I shall quote from
The West Ausi-alian of the 11th February, as
follows--

Western Australia will receive a grant of
$10 million as its immediate share of a Com-
monwealth allocation of $300 million for
improvements to urban public transport in
the next five years.

The WA Minister for Transport, Mr
Wordsworth, said today he was bitterly dis-
appointed.

The Minister went on to say he would be taking
action and I will not bore the House by relating
all that was said. In The West Australian of
the 14th February, the following comments of the
Premier appeared-

The WA Government is gearing itself for
a new battle to win more Federal funds for
urban public transport.

If the member for Avon wants to play with
words, and it appears he does, then obviously
the word "battle" is far stronger than any used in
his 1977 policy. The honourable member has no
real grounds for complaint. We have good cause
to approach the Federal Government for addi-
tional funds. I do not know whether members op-
posite are aware of the tax paid by Harrerstey
Iron alone. Between 1968 and 1977 it amounts to
$235.17? million, which is quite a massive sum.
So we have an excellent case.

It is interesting to note and I applaud the
initiative taken by the Commissioner of Main
Roads when he addressed the Australasian Road
Conference in Melbourne on the 3rd April, where
he issued this very plea. So members would
have to appreciate that approaches to the Federal
Government are being made on all fronts. The
commissioner's comments even rated a mention
in the editorial of The West Australian on the
5th Apr il, as follows--

The Commissioner of Main Roads, Mr
D. H. Aitken, really put the finger on one
of Western Australia's abiding problems when
he addressed the Australasian road confer-
enc in Melbourne on Monday.

Further on it says-
The problem for Canberra is to heed the

$3000 million that has already been invested
in the area and to look forward to an ad-
ditional $3000 million that will go into
North-West Shelf gas.

The proposition is not one-sided. In
1975-76, Western Australia, with 8.4 of the

population, produced 22.1 per cent of Aus-
tralian exports and much of that was iron
Ore. W.A. actually represented 93.8 per
cent of Australia's export of iron ore and
concentrates.

We have a magnificent case and we have two
very capable people in the Premier and the Min-
ister for Transport to put forward that case.
Members can rest assured that case will most cer-
tainly be put forward.

As the member for Avon has done on previous
occasions, he spoke tonight about the activity
of Government back-benchers and be alluded to
the fact that we do not ask questions or castigate
our Government. I would put that down under
the heading of responsible representation; it does
not mean something is not being done. To give
an example, I can remember the member for
Welshpool saying to me when I was talking about
proposed power connections to Sampson that it
would not be achieved. 1 do not remember ask-
ing questions on the matter but it has been done.

Mr Jam ieson interjected.
Mr SODEMAN: I have not heard the member

say it is a good thing. I have not asked questions
about household rentals in the Pilbara either.

Mr Jamieson interjected.
Mr SODEMAN: The fact is that the honourable

member was proved wrong but that does not worry
me.

Mr Jamieson: I made the representations to the
company to get the power.

Mr SODEM AN: That representation had been
made long before the honourable member came on
the scene. It was a twilight trip on the part
of the honourable member.

Mr J!amieson: We had a meeting with the
people concerned.

Mr SODEMAN: I shall ignore the ramblings of
the member for Welshpool. A number of
individuals rang me following the meeting at Tom
Price on the 21st March and they aired their
apprehension at the activities of Mr SLeight, the
Acting Secretary of the TWU. I am told there
is to be an election on the 15th May to find
someone to fill the position vacated by Mr
Rob Cowles. People have told me that the meeting
was to be nonpolitical and from the rundown I got
from the concerned people there it seems that
the member for Avon and the individual I just
mentioned continually emphasised that the meeting
was nonpolitical.

Mr Mclver: Nor was it political.
Mr SODEMAN: Regardless of the fact that

there was a very vocal ALP supporter in the
chair who was an es-union convenor, and regard-
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less of the fact that the front table Was full
of ALP people, I have been told 'this was not a
political exercise. Right throughout the pro-
ceedings these people kept on repeating that
and in between repeating that statement they
alluded to the National Country Party, Alan
Bond, and the Swan Brewery, and several times
they were told to get on with it.

I ask members: Was it a political exercise?
The people in that area know that if they want to
speak to a member of Parliament they can do so.
1 have had meetings with the CUC in Tom Price
and, in actual fact, if it had been a genuine
approach they could have contacted us again
instead of issuing informal invitations. A
statement was made that all members of Parlia-
ment were invited. The Federal member did not
receive an invitation and upper House members
did not. I was informed through a back-door
communication. I did not receive at formal
invitation.

Mr Mclver: Like little rabbits in at cabbage
patch!

Mr SODEMAN: Everyone in the Pilbara will
appreciate that the occasion was set up to support
Mr Sleight in his campaign to become the new
TWU Secretary. There were people at that meet-
ing who contacted me and said that this is what
they saw the exercise as being. In fact, going one
step further, when members opposite talk about
the petition, if the individuals concerned were
really genuine they would have paid a lot more
attention and care in their presentation of the
petition to this House. Some people are under a
misapprehension that the Government has an
effect- on the outcome of petitions. That is not the
case. As we know some members opposite never
fail to point out a breach of Standing Orders.
Our Standing Orders are compiled not by the
Government. They are compiled and amended
by a joint committee in consultation with parlia-
mentary officers and members on both sides have
an obligation-

Mr Pearce: They are amended by the House.
rhat's how much you know about it.

Mr SODEMAN: -to the people they represent
1o let them know the proper procedures and to
ensure that if they are fair dirukum, about a
project upon which they are embarking it is
carried out in the right and proper manner. So I
express my disappointment on behalf of those
1 172 people who went out of their way to express
an opinion.

I. might add that if someone is asked to sign a
petition, he will usually agree. That petition
should have had the signature of every house-

holder in the area because every one of them
wants the road sealed. We know that if the CIJC.
unions. and members opposite were genuine,
they would use the proper channels and would
take the appropriate action. The way this was
done smacks of sheer hypocrisy. Quite a number
of individuals have raised that point with me
since the meeting.

To indicate the hypocrisy involved, I wish to
state that I sent along a prepared statement. As
everyone is aware, the Premier, Ministers, and
members issue statements to the media without
signing them. I did the same thing. I had my name
typed on the statement. The person in the chair
who claimed that it was nit-picking for the petition
to be ruled out of order, in actual fact, ruled
inadmissible the statement 1 sent along siinnorting
the proposition that sealed access was r,&Ared to
the towns. The following was in an article from
the news of the north supplement of The Wesi
Australian of today's date-

C. F. CLAVELL. The petition drawn up
and signed by people in Tonm Price and
Paraburdoo, was to show the Governments
how strongly we feel about the condition of
the Tom Price-Nanutarra Rd.

We are disgusted that it was treated as a
nit-picking operation and ignoring once again
thc people of this are.

No doubt sponsored by Mr Crozier. On the one
hand there is talk about nit-picking, and yet on
the other hand they were a party to it. There
are two other letters in the paper and it is
interesting to note that the writer of the letter I
just quoted is a very vocal Labor Party supporter.
Another, Mrs Ebdon, happens to be the president
of the local branch of the ALP.

Mr Bryce: Where did Mrs Phillips feature?

Mr SODEMAN: In response to the amendment,
as a member representing an area which relies on
its transportation arteries. I point out to the
member for Avon that this Government is doing
everything it possibly can. I have had continuing
dialogue with the Premier and the Minister for
Transport in putting forward the needs of that
particular isolated part of the Pilbara. In January
of this year I mentioned to the Premier that
we should communicate to these communities the
alternatives, the nature of the submissions coming
from the Pilbara, and the various requirements,
hopefully together with details for achieving
the upgrading of the programme for the Nanu-
tarra-Paraburdoo Road, the Paraburdoo-Tom Price
Road, and the Paraburdoo-Tom Price-Newman
Road. We need a decision in this regard.
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I was in town 24 weeks before the meeting
in Tom Price on the 21st took place. I was in
company with four back-benchers purely to in-
dicate to them the need of the area. I was ap-
preciative of the attention the members paid to
the various aspects of the trip and I am sure the
residents of those towns visited would appreciate
the fact that they were prepared to go there on
their one three-yearly trip instead of to some
other area of the State.

Also, not long after the Government was
returned to office, one of the present Minister's
first trips into country areas was to the Pilbara
region. So there is a genuine concern on the part
of the Government about country people.

We all understand that those on the other side
are endleavouring to adopt a new image and this
was projected very forcefully by the member fom
Avon, immediately after the last election, when
he continually referred to country areas, and mem-
bers opposite were talking along the lines that they
would need to Live some attention to country
people and would need to project a better image
in the country. I am pleased they are taking
a leaf out of the Government's book. In time
they will come up to the standards set by the
Government and exhibit the genuine concern they
say they have. This particular amendment does
not have my support.

MR BRYCE (Ascot-Deputy Leader of the
Opposition) [9.38 p.m.1: Well might the member
for Pilbara run for cover. Well might he take
his place in this debate and make a valiant attempt
from the back bench to defend the abysmal record
of his Government's transport policy because he
sits in this political Chamber in his fifth year
enjoying his lofty position as the member for
Pilbara-

Mr Sodeman: Fourth year.

Mr BRYCE: lHe is in his fifth year of office.
No wonder his maths call for some revision. He
sits in this Chamber amongst us by virtue of the
most extravagant promise made in recent times in
political campaigning. We on this side will not
allow the member for Pitbara ever to forget it was
because the Liberal Party promised black-topped
roads between mining towns in the Pilbara that
he won an election. He fell over the line with
a small handful of votes and defeated Mr Bicker-
ton, who had, for 16 years, been the representative
of the people of the Pilbara.

These are the facts from which the member
opposite cannot retreat because I can personally
recall that during the t974 campaign Arthur
Bickerton returned to Perth and told us that at

his public meeting in the Pilbara prior to the
1974 election he had been asked what his Gov-
ernment was going to do about providing black-
topped roads between mining towns in the Pilbara.
Let me remind members that Mr Bickerton was
the Minister for the North-West as well as the
member for Pilbara. The person who asked the
question prefaced it by saying the Liberals had
promised black-topped roads between the mining
towns in the Pilbara. He then asked: "What wilt
your party do about it?"

Mr Sodeman: Did he check the source of the
comment?

Mr BRYCE: Mr Bickerton was at a public
meeting and, with a sense of political responsibility,
he said that it was highly unlikely that any Gov-
ernment would provide black-topped roads between
mining towns in the Pilbara. H-e returned to Perth
shortly afterwards, and long before this
particular-

Mr Sodeman: Did you get the name of the
person?

Mr BRYCE: No-one asks the name of every
single person who asks questions at political and
public meetings. The then member for Pilbara
returned to Perth and informed us, "They are
really stooping to every trick in the book. They
have promised black-topped roads." Within a
month of that 1974 election I personally was in
Paraburdoo, Tom Price, Port Hedland, and a
number of other centres, and I-

Mr Sodeman: Spread the rumour.

Mr BRYCE: -was asked precisely the same
question. The people had been told that Arthur
Bi ckerton faced tup to political reality and told
them that he did not think any Government
would provide black-topped roads,

Several members interjected.

Mr BRYCE: lHe may have made an error of
judgment, but I emphasise: the point that welt
may the member for Pilbara make a valiant at-
tempt to defend his Government's failure in this
field of transport because the No. I political pro-
mise in 1974-

Mr Sodenian: I did not speak at any meeting.

Mr BRYCE: The member for Ascot is not con-
cerned about whether the member for Pilbara
spoke at public meetings because everyone here
knows that the member for Pilbara scurried from
house to house in Tom Price and Paraburdoo-
every single house. That is probably the method
by which the story was spread, and that story
was in the minds of the people.

Mr Sodeman: Rubbish!
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Mr BRYCE: They believed when they voted
Liberal in the Pilbara in 1974 that they would
have black-topped roads between mining towns
in the Pilbara. That promise in nature and ex-
tent almost rivals the promise made by the Pre-
mier-who will do anything, which is not a bad
standard to set from his point of view-about
the 100 000 jobs. That was an extravagant pro-
maise, one of the many we have listed. It is the
same type of political behaviour to which we are
accustomed; that is, when in a jam, promise any-
thing, on the assumption that people will forget.

We have no intention of allowing the Coy-.
erment or the member for Pilbara to forget that
the Liberal Party won that seat essentially by
a handful of votes in 1974 and subsequently
again, for the information of the Minister for
Works, in 1977 by a small handful of votes' The
people believed that if they voted Liberal they
would have black-topped roads.

Mr Sodeman: Rubbish!

Mr BRYCE: As an ALP member I have
visited that area probably half a dozen times
stnce 1974, and at least on four occasions I
went by road. Many other members on our
side have also travelled by road to the area and
have first-hand information and knowledge of the
condition of those roads. It is quite false-in
fact, it is fundamentally untrue-for the member
for Pilbara to suggest that we fly into those
towns and do not know what the roads are like.

Mr Sodeman: I did not say that.

Mr BRYCE: The member for Pilbara indicated
that we did not have first-hand knowledge of the
condition of those roads. I hasten to add that
my vehicle, supplied by the Government, never
did recover from my last trip through the Pilbara.

A Government member: What is the difference
between "false" and "fundamentally untrue"?

Mr BRYCE: It does not sound as good! I
am very concerned that you find yourself in
the Chair at this stage, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr
Watt) because I would have thought that, as
the member for Albany, you would relish the
opportunity to participate in this debate. I will
say no more to you in your position as Acting
Speaker. However, I will -say that last weekend
I and a number of colleagues were in Albany
and while there we were approached on issues
of very real concern to the electorate.

The member for Avon, who did an exceltent
job this evening in presenting the detail to sub-
stantiate the amendment, indicated he had re-
ceived a great deal of correspondence.

We received personal approaches from people
in that district about the essential worries they
had. I am now talking principally about store-
keepers, to whom some of my colleagues referred
earlier. They sincerely believed that if the Gov-
ernment switched from rail to road freezer traffic
there would be a more reliable and efficient
service and, above all, a more economic service.
They Aind such a service has not transpired; in
fact, quite the reverse is the case.

Mr Mensaros: Why is it that the Leader of
the Opposition has on the notice paper about two
dozen questions regarding Albany and not one
of them deals with roads?

Mr BRYCE: If the Minister for Industrial De-
velopment wants mne to do so, I will add to the
notice paper the list of questions I brought back
from Albany in respect of freezer transport. The
subject broached with us was the freezers which
travel on the roads; not so much the question
of the roads themselves, as the aspect of the
Government's transport policy in switching from
the use of rail to the use of road transport. That
is the fundamental question, and people in this
State will rue the day the Court Government
succumbed to the pressures of the road transport
lobby.

Storekeepers explained some of their problems.
They said that these days shoppers walk into the
store, pick up the smallgoods, and if they feel
slimy they assume they have defrosted somewhere
along the line. The storekeepers have concluded
there are some lines they can no longer continue
to carry.

I am surprised the member for Albany has not
been prepared to participate in this debate tonight,
This is a No. I issue in Albany.

Mr Watt: Who said I was not prepared to
participate?

Mr BRYCE: We will be delighted if he does.
There have been at least four or five speakers
from this side of the House and only one Govern-
ment back-bencher. If the member for Albany
rises to his feet I will be pleased to hear him say
the Government has made an error in its decision.
The meeting was attended by a representative
of the Chamber of Commerce and by shopkeepers.
and we had discussions with them on a first-hand
basis. They indicated to us unanimously that the
whole freezer transport system to Albany as a
region is not feasible unless a depot is established
in the town.

Mr Watt: Did they also tell you I ha~d en -
deavoured to assist them to make the scheme
work?
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Mr BRYCE: We were there to listen to them,
not to ask questions about the activities of the
member for Albany. I am waiting for the mem-
ber for Albany to contribute to the debate and
tell us what he has done. The point is he has
made no representation in this Parliament. This
is the place to express the point of view of the
people one represents, and if the Government
is travelling in the wrong direction in an issue
which really concerns them, this is the place
to air that grievance.

The reality is that because he is a subservient
Government back-bencher the member for Albany
has not yet been prepared to stand up and take
part in this debate. I understand he has already
spoken to the Address-in-Reply, but he made no
reference in his speech to this very important
question as far as those people are concerned,

I will repeat the claim-with which I believe
many people in Western Australia would agree-
that it is very near-sighted indeed for the Govern-
ment to be adopting a policy to scrap the railway
system. Such a policy may be to the short-term
benefit of a particular transport company which
wants to expand its operations. It may suit 00
Transport but it will not suit, and certainly will
not benefit, the people of Western Australia, and
particularly country communities, on a long-term
basis. In fact, it is working very much in the

reverse direction.

It was good enough for our forebears to borrow
millions of pounds on the British loan market to
establish railway lines to agricultural areas. They
knew those areas could not and would not open
uip without railway lines. They knew those lines
would not run at a profit, and nobody today
would realistically suggest or expect the lines to
run at a profit. The day is approaching when
our community will have to be prepared to sup-
port a transport system in the way that we provide
millions of dollars for power and other public
utilities. It will not be good enough to apply the
p rofit-a nd- loss, free enterprise mentality to a trans-
port system, and that applies as much to suburban
centres as to country communities.

Mr Stephens: Which Government was it that
cut out a lot of the branch lines?

.Mr BRYCE: I am not playing tit-for-tat
politics. Perhaps Labor Governments in the past
closed lines which appeared to be uneconomical
-perhaps because a Commissioner for Railways
it the time was exercising an undue amount of
influence, or perhaps a Treasurer, Under-Treas-
urer, or other head of Government was respons-
ible for the decisions. I am not saying past
Labor Governments did not make mistakes.

Mr Stephens: I thought it was a Labor Premier.

Mr BRYCE: It may well have been; and it
may have been a conservative Premier. I am
suggesting this is a trend which should be
reversed. In respect of this particular argument,
I am not saying my political party has nothing to
answer for; but as far as the welfare of the
State is concerned we should realise it is a step
in the wrong direction to take the freezer traffic
away from the rail system,

My colleague, the member for Avon, and
certainly the member for Swan, provided this
House with a great deal of valuable information
about deteriorating reliability. It must be admitted
that was quite true. The shopkeepers say they
cannot be certain when their smailgoods and
frozen goods will arrive.

As far as health standards are concerned, the
member for Avon has demolished for all
time the argument that door-to-door delivery of
frozen goods in country areas would safeguard
those standards by the introduction of road trans-
port. People in Albany suggested to us that some
of the freezers which were used by Westrail have
been sitting on top of flat-top trucks buzzing down
to Albany. The company does not even have the
rolling stock necessary to undertake the job.

Mr Watt: I cannot say it with any confidence,
but I do not think that is true.

Mr BRYCE: I hope it is untrue, but that was
stated at the meeting, and I am certain some of
the questions on the notice paper seek clarifica-
tion of it.

Mr Mclver: It is happening in Geraldton.

Mr BRYCE: It concerns the people in the
Albany region that this company has been given a
job to do and does not have the resources to
handle it. The people to whom we spoke were of
a strong, single-minded view that unless a depot
is established in the region-and presumably in
other important regional centres-the system will
not work. -If a depot were established it would
shoot down in flames the argument that the rail-
ways could not provide the service.

Another group in Albany-the fishermen whose
catches are principally made in winter-are con-
cerned about an undertaking that empty freezer%,
would go to Albany and return to Perth with
their catch. With a reliable rail system it is
relatively simple to honk up an empty freezer
van, take it to a centre, and bring it back full of
some commodity. That is the basis on which
many lines to the wheat belt operated. it was
written off as an economic and social cost. These
people are now worried that they will not be
able to convince private contractors it is part of
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their social and economic responsibility to bring
them an empty truck. Everyone realises how
quickly fish must be frozen and transported.

Lastly, 1 want to refer to the metropolitan
aspect. I repeat that I believe the whole of our
metropolitan community will rue the day the
Government succumbed to the pressure to trans-
form the transport system from one which
included a rail setup to one which heavily
favours busways and road transport. Numerous
members of this Parliament have returned from
overseas trips during which they saw what hap-
pened in other countries. They know mistakes
were made in town planning and millions of
dollars must be found to buy up real estate and
lay railway lines because it is realised when it
comes to moving large numbers of people quickly
the only way it can be done in the 1970s is by
electrified or other rail systems.

I lend my support to the amendment because,
in the words of the member for Avon, the way
the Government has administered its policies and
responsibilities in relation to transport leaves a
great deal to be desired.

MR COWAN (Merredin) [9.57 p.m.]: I in-
tended to raise the matter of the rural chilled
and refrigerated goods service in the Address-in-
Reply debate, but as this amendment has been
moved by the member for Avon it would be more
appropriate to raise now Some matters relating
to the first segment of the amendment.

Members of the Government back bench were
advised by the Minister that the services by
Westrail would be terminated and that there were
two good reasons for it. One was that Westrail
could no longer comply with the regulations
administered by the Health Department with
regard to the transport of refrigerated goods, and
the other was a lack of support for the service.
There were some economic savings to be gained
by Westrail in giving up the service. The Minister
assured us at the time that the alternative road
service would be equally efficient and there would
certainly be no reduction of services. Those
assurances were accepted by Government mem-
bers.

I think it would be fair to say no Government
could accept a situation where a Government
department or a commission-as Westrail is-
was operating contrary to health regulations which
are imposed by another Government department.
So it is fair enough to assume Westrail had to
forgo that service if it could not comply with
Health Department regulations.

As far as economic savings are concerned, as
thir is an essential service to people in rural

areas, that argument carries no weight at all
with me. A service such as this must be pro-
vided, and people in the country look to the
Government to ensure the service is provided.

When the new method of transporting chilled
goods came into operation, I think some increase
in the freight rates was expected. However, most
people in country areas were certainly very con-
cerned at the level of the increases, at the
variation in the quality of the service, and at the
reduction of the service to some smaller and
isolated towns. As the member for Avon knows,
the saga of the chocolate Easter eggs came from
my territory, and it actually occurred; but it is
certainty untrue to say that the Government is
not concerned about these matters.

All of the complaints I have received have been
referred to the Transport Commission or to the
Minister, and on each occasion the complaints
have been followed through. In addition, officers
have gone into my area to speak to people who
are receiving the new road services, and they have
asked storekeepers and retailers what are their
problems and have given an undertaking to see
they are corrected.

Mr Mclver: Are you prepared to pay 7c extra
just for ice cream alone? Ts that fair?

Mr COWAN: As I said, the amount of the
increase was unexpected, and people certainly
would resist that. I do not blame them for it,
because it seems they are continually facing
increasing costs, However, I am quite sure that
had Westrail continued to provide the service the
Government in all conscience would have had to
increase the rate to some degree, although I am
not saying it would have increased the rate by as
great an amount. Let me say that storekeepers
still had to find the cost claimed by a carrier for
providing a service from Westrail's depot or
offloading point to the store, and that also must
be taken into consideration.

Mr Mclver: Do you think road transport has
deleted that charge?

Mr COWAN: No, I have admitted that the
cost is greater than it was before.

Mr Mclver: And it was increased.

Mr COWAN: I do not dispute that the rate
has increased, but T dispute that it will increase
again in the immediate future. As far as I am
concerned, the Government has not abdicated
any responsibility to the rural people. For two
reasons, one of which is the matter of health
regulations which I find acceptable, and the other
is the matter of economy, for which I have no
great regard, the Government has changed the
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service. It has admitted that problems have
occurred in regard to the changeover, and if the
member for Avon thinks I will support his amend-
ment then he is wrong.

I am quite sure the Government will act
responsibly to rectify the problems that have
arisen from the changeover. One of the actions
the Government can take, and I hope will take, is
the removal of the franchise from some of the
operators who cannot or will not provide a
service that is equal to the service originally
provided by Westrail; because it is quite true that
in some instances the transporters themselves
have shown incompetence or complete disregard
for people in the maniner in which they operate
their trucks, in the manner in which they offload
goods, and certainly in respect of the time at
which they arrive at certain depots.

Mr Mclver: In other words they are there
solely for profit.

Mr O'Connor: As the member has said, the
Transport Commission is endeavou ring to rectify
the problems that are occurring.

Mr COWAN: I would like to conclude by
saying I am quite sure the Government recognises
there is a problem. However, it has not abdicated
its responsibility to the rural people, and I hope
it pays heed to this debate and takes action to
ensure the efficiency and quality uf service is
restored to the level maintained by Westraill. As
charges have increased, perhaps the Government
will ensure the service will be restored to an even
higher level than previously.

MR JAMIESON (Welshpool) [10.05 p.m.]: If
ever there was a service in a State which should
remain with the State, it is the transport service,
and particularly in a State as large as Western
Australia. The passing over of sections of the
service that heretofore were the responsibility of
a Government agency to private operators always
ends up in the same way. We have seen what
happened in the Carnarvon area when Gascoyne
Traders was invol ved, and we have seen what
happened in a dozen and one other matters of
concessions that have been given by the Govern-
ment from time to time. They have proved to
be beyond the earning capacity or the investment
required to be undertaken to provide the trans-
portation service; the private operators have tried
to find a cheap way out and in doing so have
got into all the problems the member for Avon,
the member for Vilgarn-Dundas, and others have
enumerated.

Mr O'Connor: Carnarvon has not been a really
bad operation.

Mr JAMIESON: At least it is some sort of
operation now, but look at the problems we bad
when the Minister first took up his Transport
portfolio, when we had one company pulling out
and another coming in and doubling the freight
rate. My recommendation was that some sort
of co-operative should be set up, and it was not
very well received at the time. However, ulti-
mately that is approximately what happened, and
now Carnarvon has some sort of transport system.

Mr O'Connor: Some of the difficulties in Car-
narvon were internal.

Mr JAMIESON: Of course they were. How-
ever, I come back to my salient point, which is
that in a State as big as Western Australia surely
for the sake of decentralisation the Government
should maintain an efficient transport service to
all towns, no matter what their size. That is the
responsibility of the Government, and it should
be the shared financial responsibility of the people
of the State to maintain it and not the responsi-
bility only of people in towns which have a
declining population. To say the least, in this
day and age a transport service is the most ele-
mentary desirable service, particularly in respect
of perishable goods.

We have heard all the remarks of how Westrail
provided a very good service to country areas,
and now a decline has occurred, I hope no more
of this nonsense is indulged in by any Govern-
ment. If there is cause for a railway to cease to
function, as in the case of the Murchison railway,
then the Government of the day through Westrail
should by other means provide a transport service
and not give it to private companies; otherwise
before long problems occur and the companies
want an increase in freight rates.

I know in this case the companies have con-
tractual commitments, but if they go broke or
something goes wrong those commitments dis-
appear rather quickly.

I suggest- it is a vital necessity for us to
ensure that transport is one of the socialistA
enterprises that is maintained fairly for the
people of Western Australia, and not only the
people in the most 1populous areas, to which
Westrail seems to be sticking now, and giving
away as quickly as possible the less profitable and
less attractive areas.

I would like to say something about black
roads in the north, as the matter was raised
tonight in particular by the member for Pilbara.
I think that member was trying to say his leader
did not promise black roads to the Pilbara in
1974 and again in 1977. However, on that point
I invite his leader to face the people in the area
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and repeat what was said by the member for
Pilbara, because I am sure he would get some
very black marks over the situation. If,
as the member for Pilbara suggests, these were
only rumours, then the Premier certainly did
nothing to scotch the rumours. I remember the
comments in the Press at the time, and especially
in northern supplements, in connection with
promises of black roads and tertiary institutions
in the Pilbara. These were all gimmickry on
the eve of an election, aimed at attracting voltes;
and there is no doubt that such promises were
made. I happened to be the Minister in charge
of main roads at the time and naturally I was
questioned by the member for Pilbara regarding
the possibility of black-topping those roads.

My information from the Main Roads Depart-
ment was that there was just no show in the
course of the next three years. One of the main
reasons was that the department was overcom-
mitted for the Port Hedland Road. Of course.
that road was not completed until some consider-
able time after the Court Government took
office. When the present Minister for Works was
the Minister for Transport he was responsible for
the opening of that road about eight or nine months
after he took office. A heavy commitment was
involved in the completion of that road, and at
the behest of the Brand Government the project
had been pushed years ahead of its original
schedule.

Mr O'Connor: The cost was $31 million.

Mr JAMIESON: Yes, this is the problem when
parties commence to promise black-top roads in
regions such as this. Such proiposals amount to
millions of dollars. In case someone says that
I promised something of that sort, I should point
out that as the leader at the time I promised
the sealing of the Broome-Port Hedland Road,
but this was after I had seen the shocking mess
it was in. I was convinced in my own mind
that even if everything else had to stop, this road
had to be completed and as quickly as possible.

I was jumped on by the then member for
Pilbara and members representing other country
electorates. Questions were asked of the Minister
as to what other country road projects would
have to cease if this promise were proceeded with.
Pacts and figures were given by the Minister to
the effect that no other country roads would be
proceeded with if my proposition went ahead.
Of course when the election came around the
Premier promised a black-top road to Broome
in substantially the same period of time that we
had promised-perhaps a little longer. He referred

to the end of 1980, and I suggested during the
term of the incoming Government.

So we see that at election time people are apt
to get a little over-enthusiastic about what they
can do. We will not have black-top roads to
the Pilbara towns during the life of this Gov-
ernment. Maybe the Mt. Newman Road will
be completed, because that has been ever pro-
gressing under the national highway scheme.
There is no way for that completion to be
avoided, yet twice now this has been used as an
election stunt. It is not fair to the people of
the Pilbara that promises of this sort are madc.

I am rather sorry the member for Pilbara
is not present at the moment. Somehow he was
sidetracked into telling the great story of how
he obtained electricity supplies for the people at
Point Samson. He may not be aware of it but
Ihe people of Point Samson have a soft spot
for me, because after many years of endleavour
I provided water for the town during my term
as Minister.

When some of my colleagues and I visited the
area later, the people of Point Samson said to
me. "You were successful in getting the water
here. What about the electricity?" I said to them.
"What about your local member?" They said
"Well, yes, we have beenat him about it, but
we do not seem to be making any progress." I
knew that this was only a matter of reaching
agreement with Cliffs Robe River to put a line
across the marsh. The only concern of this
company was that there should be efficient fuse
gear so that in the case of a breakdown their
whole plant was not thrown out of operation.

Immediately I returned to Perth. I contacted
the State Energy Commission and I indicated
that there would be ready agreement with the
company. Before long I received a letter from
the SEC saying that the arrangements were pro-
ceeding. I do not want to claim that I did any
more than the honourable member did, but he has
claimed here that he was responsible for obtaining
the electricity supplies to Point Samson, and that
is not quite so. What is more, the people at
Point Samson know the truth and he has to
justify himself, not to the members of this Parlia-
ment, but to the people who live in the districts
where these events take place.

Sir Charles Court: I think he has done that,
hasn't he?

Mr JAMIESON: I do not know about that..I
do not know what will happen when he gets
among some of these raw-boned fishermen and
others thereabouts.
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Sir Charles Court: He did not do badly in 1974
and 1977.

Mr JAMIESON: Let us see how he justifies
his statement. I have a habit of sending out little
clippings from Hansard, and I believe this habit
of mine rather embarrassed the member for
Murray a little while ago when he had some-
thing to say in Parliament and the clippings hap-
pened to be forwarded to the local shire president.

Mr Shalders: I will tell you how embarrassing
it was: the reporter from the newspaper came
to see mec and said, "It is perfectly obvious the
Leader of the Opposition has not been telling the
truth in his letter to the shire."

Mr JAMIESON: I merely forwarded the page
from Mansard. The member had corrected his own
speech; so it was there for everyone to read.

Mr Shalders: It was your speech; have you
forgotten that? I interjected on your speech.

Mr JAMIESON: It was there for everyone to
see. The honourable member made the state-
inent-

Mr Shalders: I think the Mandurali Shire
Council regarded it as-

Mr JAMIESON: I know what the council said
to me about it. These things have a habit of
getting back to their source, and one should be
very careful when making statements in this
Chamber. The locals will always know whether
or not something is Correct, and the member for
Pilbara took some very brave risks when he said
the things he did.

Mr Shalders: Your statement about letting
inflation run sort of backfired on you a bit, didn't
it?

Mr JAMIESON: No, it did not.

Mr Shalders: I think it did.

Mr JAMIESON: The member's deputy leader
at the time made the statement that 1 had said,
"Let it rip." I had not said that at all, and when
the real statement was quoted, I was justified. I
said that we cannot stand against the tide.

I was very happy to see the pamphlet produced
by the member for Scarborough, because he used
my exact words and not the words used by the
Deputy Premier during the last election cam-
paign. I am not ashamed of what I said on that
occasion, because I still believe what I said.
However, we must not get into a discussion about
inflation, because you, Mr Acting Speaker would
pull me up very quickly if I did so. The Premier
said that he could cure inflation substantially
State by State, and yet we are now the worst
State in the Commonwealth in terms of inflation.

The last paragraph of the amendment reads as
follows-

The Government's lack of planning to pro-
vide expeditiously a co-ordinated bus-rail
suburban transport system.

This has been a hobbyhorse of mine for a number
of years. I introduced legislation in regard to an

Underground loopline, and that legislation is still
on the Statute book. Probably I was a long way
ahead of my time, but I still believe this is the
answer. In the ultimate we must aim towards
a planned system. From my readings and obser-
vations around the world, I believe the only
solution is track transport. Everyone talks in-
terminably about busways, but what happens?
Along comes an election and a change of Govern-
ment, someone lets all the cars loose on the
busways and the traffic is soon blocked up again.
As somebody said tonight, peak period traffic
does not materially affect the speed of track
transport provided that there are good signalling
systems, etc. If there is a breakdown on a bus-
way or on a road, the whole traffic system be-
comes tangled. So it is sound and sane that we
should be planning an extensive, track system
for transporting people to and from work.

It is only when we get a co-ordinated system
which will handle people quickly that people will
think of an alternative to driving their own cars
and parking them as near as possible to their
work. The proposal which was before us at that
time envisaged that nobody in the CBD would
have more than 500 metres to go to a station;
and that is a modern system which is easily
available to anybody. If we have a city based on
such a transport system we could do a lot to
prevent the system bogging down because of the
use of an excessive number of private vehicles.

I have covered the three matters I wished to
raise. I should indicate to you, Mr Speaker, that
I support wholeheartedly the amendment moved
by the member for Avon because I feel that this
is one of those features of government which any
Government, regardless of whether it regards
itself as a private enterprise Government, should
be prepared to carry on as a socialist enterprise
for the people of the State with the overall cost
being shared by all the people of the State. The
cost should not be borne individually by those
areas of the community which need transport for
the very necessities of life. If we adopt that line of
action and a sensible socialist philosophy in
connection with our transport system, we would
not go very far wrong.
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MR WAT (Albany) [10.22 p.m.J: When he
was speaking to this amendment thle member for
Ascot expressed his disappointment that I was not
in my seat. Likewise I express my disappointment
that he is not in his seat because I wish to take
him up on the allegations he made against me. I
do not know whether he has a crystal ball or how
he makes his assessmenhs, but he accused me of
not speaking in this debate before there was an
opportunity for him to know whether I intended
to do so. For his information, I had spoken to the
Minister representing the Minister for Transport
before he spoke and told him I intended to make
a few comments.

The member for Ascot based many of his
comments about the transport service operated by
0D Transport, especially to the Albany area, on
observations by and comments made to him and
other members of his party daring their visit to
Albany during the last few days.

Mr Laurance: Was he there for one day or
two?

Mr WAT-T: I believe he was there over
two days. I have heard only a couple of news
reports of One or two things which the member
for Ascot and his leader said during the time
they were in Albany and I have not seen the
newspaper which will be published today.
But to my knowledge they did not make any
comments about having visited the picketing
meatworkers to let them know of their endeavours
to get them back to work. I imagine they spent all
their time trying to solve problems that I have
long been- working on or believe we have well in
hand. I am rather surprised, because of the
seriousness of that issue, that they did not make
some comnments about what they had done to help
resolve the very serious dispute on the wharf at
Albany at the moment.

I wish to comment about the reasons that
brought about the decision to change from the
rail freezer-chiller service to the road transport
arrangement. The decision was made by the
Government after recommendations had been
made to it by both Westrail and the Transport
Commission. The Government considered the
matter in great depth and even the Opposition
would admit that it would be unwise of any
Government to fly in the face of expert advice.
It does not necessarily have to take the advice
and the advice given is not always necessarily
right. But in this case it was reasonkable to
believe that the expert advice being Riven to
the Government was correct.

The only criticism I make of the decision is
that the timing was unfortunate because the situa-
tion was thrust onto 00 Transport before it was
ready to accept the magnitude of the job that
was presented to it.

Mr Davies: The Government had to give it to
OD Transport before the railways could sell it
some of their refrigerated vans.

Mr WATt: That might be the Leader of the
Opposition's version of the story. The reasonI
.say the timing was unfortunate is that the road
transport service was introduced from the 1st
November. For a place such as Albany that
means the introduction was at a time when the
population doubles over the Christmas period.
Obviously when trying to introduce a new trans-
port system when time is needed to settle down
and discover all the problems which are likely
to occur, one does not want them at a time when
the service is going to operate at the maximum
pressure under which it is likely to operate at
any time throughout the year. That is why I
make that observation.

It became apparent very soon that there were
some problems and, as the member for Avon
ment~oned during his remarks, I called a meeting
of interested people very soon after the introduc-
tion of the service. The meeting was held on the
25th November which was the earliest we could
arrange a meeting to coincide with the attendance
of the general manager of 0D Transport, Mr
Howard Croxon, and an officer from the
Transport Commission, Mr Gary Jones. I re-
ceived nothing but co-operation at any stage in all
the problems I mentioned to the company. It bent
over backwards to try to resolve the problems.

The Minister for Transport and the Transport
Commission recognised the problems and did
everything they possibly could 10 improve the
situation as quickly as possible.

One of the points raised by the member for
Ascot concerned fishermen, who were also repre-
sented at that meeting. At that stage they had
been unable to get some of their fish onto the
OD Transport system. 00 Transport claimed not
to have any information that the fishermen were
trying to get their fish onto the service but the
company gave an undertaking it would resolve
the problem. It is news to me if that problem
has not been resolved because no fishermen have
come back to me.

Mr Skidmore: They now sell their catch in
Albany.

Mr WATTr: The member is being facetious.

Mr Skidmore. I am being serious.
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Mr WATT: The member is talking about
uiies which have nothing to do with that

particular decision. That is why I accused the
member of being facetious in that comment.

The point I wish to make is that whenever
people have come to me with problems-and
there have been quite a few-I have directed them
to the right quarter, most of them to the company.
The company's transport manager has been to
Albany. For a while he was coming down every
couple of weeks. He was making regular surveys
of the users of the service and the problems were
being resolved fairly quickly.

It seems to me the members of the Opposition
in the varying electorates throughout the State
have been more content to criticise the Govern-
ment for the service instead of pitching in and
trying to make it work. In Albany the service has
improved dramatically and quickly. Following the
meeting to which I have referred I canvassed
about six or eight of the principal users of the
service-people who had been at the meeting I
called-and asked them how the service was
going. In every case except one I was assured the
service was now vastly improved and that they
were quite satisfied with it.

It came as something of a surprise to me when
one of the feature writers of The Albany Adver-
tiser published the first part of an article called
"The Freezer Debate" in which he dragged up
all the old problems which had been aired at
that original meeting. I was quite sure there was
a mistake and I contacted the author of the
article and asked him what it was all about. I
asked him how long ago he gathered his infor-
mation and he admitted that he had been gather-
ing information over a fairly long period and
that probably most of it had been gathered before
the meeting had been called and most of the
problems had been resolved. He then did the
right thing and published part two of his article
in which he corrected many of the statements
he had made.

He went on and wrote a third part to the
article after arranging to meet the truck when it
arrived in Albany and then to go on the local
delivery round with the contractor. The only
criticism he has to make as a result of that trip
was, and I quote-

punctuality was the weakness of the whole
exercise. It is in this area, particularly, that
the operation needs to be tidied up from the
OD Transport end.

He said that, because he turned up at 8.30 in
the morning, but the truck did not arrive until
after tO o'clock. A couple of editions later the
manager of the firm, Mr. Croxton, was reported

as saying that if the author of the article had
checked the timetables he would have found the
truck was not due until 10 o'clock.

Mr Skidmore; That is the changed schedule I
made reference to.

Mr WATT: They changed the schedule only
once after the original one was produced, and the
change was certainly well publicised. The
schedule was changed as a result of the meeting
I called in an effbrt to improve the service.

Mr Davies: What time is it due now?

Mr WATT: It is due at 10 o'clock. I believe
if members of the Opposition had been dinkum
and had really wanted to make the service work,
they would have gone to the company and
explained the problems to it. They would have
received as much co-operation as I did, and the
service in those areas would have improved to
the same extent.

Incidentally, the frequency of the old service
was certainly better, but it was not 100 per cent
reliable. I would not like members to think as a
result of some of the things said this evening
that the Westrail service always delivers its goods.
in Al condition.

In the past I have received complaints about that
service, the worst of which related to an incident
when S00 frozen chickens were unloaded in Albany
and thawed before the local contractor could
pick them up.

Mr Skidmore: I made the point that when
Westrail provided the service the product always
arrived at the right temperature.

Mr WATT: That is precisely the point I am
about to make. On that occasion the chickens
were unloaded and they thawed out before they
could be picked up.

Mr Mclver: That has happened all along the
way.

Mr Skidmore: That is not Westrail's fault.

Mr WATT: It is the fault of the system, because
the same customer now has goods delivered in the
free~zer van and the problem no longer occurs.
This is another reason that the new system was
introduced. I do not deny there have been some
problems. The new system removes the need
for double handling. It should be given a little
more time before being criticised, because it is
certainly working in my electorate and as time
goes by the service will improve even more. I
think the point has been made that as the firm
accumulates better, more modern, and up-to-date
equipment its service must improve.

Mr Mclver: Higher freight rates.
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Mr WATT: I will make only a brief reference
to comments made by the member for Yilgarn.
Dundas when he commented on the situation in
the Murchison and said that the system did noi
work, and the service should be thrown onto the
open market so that all and sundry could have
a go at it. At the Same time he and members
of his party are saying there -should be a monopoly
to run the service. The member for Yilgarn-
Dundas was inconsistent in his logic.

Mr Grill: I was making the point that your
philosophy seemed a little strange.

Mr WATT: There should be other advantages
with this road system now that it is in operation.
Obviously uinder the Westrail system it was not
possible to open up freezer vans at small sidings.
We now have the situation where the freezem
truck serves communities such as IKendenup
where the people need only small consignments.
This situation did not exist before, and I do
not believe such delivery occurs on every trip.
With a little patience this sort of service can
be expanded and will be of considerable benefit
to small communities which need only small
consignments of goods, such as a couple of boxes
of bacon rashers and so on.

Mr Mclver: You had better do your homework.
A freighter runs a couple of nights a week.

Mr WATT: What sort of freighter?

Mr Mclver: A train with freezer vans.

Mr WATT: I made the point that they were
not opened at small sidings.

Mr Mclver: They shunt the vans off at places
like Narrogin and goods are picked up from
there.

Mr WATT: That is precisely the point I am
making. After a delivery has been made to one
of the larger towns it takes perhaps another day
before the goods are delivered to the smallei
communities.

Mr Mclver: What has happened under your

system?

Mr WATT: The people of Ravensthorpe are
quite happy. I am referring to the idea of
improving the system and providing a service to
small towns along the routes these trucks travel.

One point the member for Avon did wake
which I agree with has concerned me for some
time and I have expressed that concern to the
Government. I have asked the Minister and the
Commissioner of Transport to do something about
it, and that is the situation concerning lost and

damaged goods. At the moment, unlike the old
Westrail system, people are finding they do not
have a great deal of protect ion.

Mr Mclver: The commission's risk.

Mr WATT: Yes. If people find that their goods
are damaged or there is a shortage they have no
come-back. They are expected to guarantee that
loss. It is a situation which cannot be allowed to
continue. If I ask someone to send Me a parcel
and that person delivers it to the carrier but I do
not receive it, there is no reason that I should
have to bear the loss. I hope the Government will
look closely at this and devise a system whereby
people are protected.

I want to mention the rumiours that are running
rife as to who has shares in OD Transport. When
I held the meeting I have referred to on the 25th
November, the Minister for Transport did not
even have a guernsey. It was the Minister for
Works and the Premier who were alleged to have
shares in the company. I raised the matter with
the general manager, Mr Croxon, and he pro-
duced a list of shareholders in the company. '

Mr Mclver: Who is wanting to know about
what Mr Croxon said? What did the Minister
say?

Mr WATT: A little earlier the member was
accused of making innuendos and he denied the
charge. t am saying the general manager of the
company provided mae with a list of the people
who were shareholders in the company. The
member for Avon asks who is interested in what
Mr Croxon has to say.

Mr Mclver: What about the subsidiaries?

Mr WATT: There he goes again, Mr Speaker.
I expect better than that from the member for
Avon, and he disappoints me by making these
innuendos. Anyone can find out who has shares in
a particular company. If members are going to be
responsible in this debate and to the public at
large, they should go to the Corporate Affairs
Office and find out if there is any substance
to the rumours they repeat. If they consider the
rumours are unfounded they should go to the
source and have them squashed, instead of drag-
ging people into disrepute when they do not
deserve to be.

Mr Mclver: You tell the Premier that.

Mr WATT: With those comments I thoroughly
reject the amendment moved by the member for
Avon.

MR DAVIES (Victoria 'Park- Leader of the
Opposition) [10.40 p.m.l: Having visited Albany
last weekend and having spoken with many of the
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people there regarding this service I feel I am
required to say something about it. However, I
wish to speak about the matter, not only from
that point of view, but also as a long-time railway-
man. Although it is some years since I have
worked in the railways or with the union I have a
very great love for them and believe they are not
being used to their fullest advantage. Whenever
any Government wants to take a swipe a$ the
Public Service it starts with the railways.

I am reminded, of course, that the Hawke
Government when it was in office closed some
railway lines, and that seems to have set the
pattern for succeeding Governments, If one has a
look at the railway map one will see how the lines
are shrinking and we shall be left with some main
arteries, perhaps one to the south, one to the east,
and one to the north and just how far north that
will go I do not know.

I want to say a few words about the system,
because I believe that proper consideration has
not been given to the matter. It could have
been more fully investigated and we could
have been supplied with greater detail than
the eight-page report which was filed by members
of the Transport Commisson and Westrail. In-
cidentally, I know two of the people who compiled
that report and had I known they were members
of the commission ! might have had a few words
with them in the meantime, but I have not and I
think that the report is fairly sketchy. It is typed
in double spacing and it would probably fit into
about three pages of closely typed foolscap. I
want to say also that contrary to what the member
for Albany thinks I did go down to the wharves
and talk to the pickets.

Mr Walt: I did not say you had not.

Mr DAVIES: I wanted to know the position
of the pickets and I wanted also to gain at little
information from them. What I received was a
confirmation of some earlier statements that they
are far from the only people who could be
blamed for the present situation. The Govern-
ment itself deserves censure, including the Min-
ister for Agriculture because of his lack of
action on this very vital matter. If he had any
real concern for the position as it is, he would
have acted in at much more practical manner than
he -has. I believe he has tried deliberately to
foment the situation. He is trying to use it to
the advantage of the Government- Indeed, the
whole of this State is suffering as at consequence
of what has happened. The Premier has it on
his head that we will have a national strike,
apparently throughout Australia, because the
opportunity was there to discuss the matter in at
proper manner using the committee that had

been set up by the Tonkin Government and we
might have been able to come to some agreement
about some of the abuses that the system was
being put to. I am sure the member knows as
well as I do some of those abuses and what they
are.

I will say no more, because you, Mr Speaker,
have been very tolerant with me while I have
been answering that small amount of criticism.
I went down and saw the pickets and before very
long the information I obtained will be put
before the House. I am quite certain of that.

The member said also he thought the introduc-
tion of this matter was very unfortunate.

Mr Watt: I said the timing was unfortunate.

Mr DAVIES: He said the timing was very
unfortunate. I remember asking in August of
last year, towards the beginning of the session-
if I did not ask the question I fed the informa-
tion to somebody to ask on my behalf-about
the state of the report. As members know, [
could not have asked that question before the 3rd
August because it was on that date that the
House first sat last year. I notice that the report
says at least two months' notice should have
been given. The report was not completed at
that time. The report is undated. I do not
know whether it is undated for a purpose.

The report was not completed at the time that
the question was put and yet it recommends a
waiting period of two months. On the 31st
October or the Ist November. despite the fact
that the report was not completed on the 3rd
Atugust when the question was asked, the new
system was put into operation. The Government
was falling over itself to stop Westrail and to
hand this over to OD Transport. It did not give
consideration to some of the matters contained
in this report. Some of these matters would act
against the population not only in Albany bit
also against the workers of Westrail itself. I
believe the Government acted with indecent haste
and I agree wholeheartedly with the member for
Albany-I do sometimecs-that this was putl into
operation far too early and without ;any real
consideration of what the position was going to be.

Had the Government been dinkum it might
have set itself uip to see how the existing system
would work, not that we should now take it upon
ourselves to go to ODT to see how the system
has worked with them. Whatt was wrong with
the Government trying to make the systemn work?
As is stated in the report, over the period there
was a profit of SI 0001. As the member for
Welshpool said, we have sonme responsibility to
the people in the Country, even if the people
living there are going to cost us mioney. The
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fact is we want to keep them there and we want
to keep them happy. The Government has a
responsibility to see they are able to obtain a
variety of goods and that they are able to get a
service which will encourage them to stay in the
country and decentralise in some small measure.

I should like to answer two or three points
made by the member for Albany. There were
not very many points, but he spoke about the
reliability of the railway system and said the
trains were not reliable at times. The point he
chose to ignore or overlook is that one could
telephone the station if the train was going to be
late and one could find out when the train would
arrive and one could be at the station to meet it
if one wished to do so.

Under this system using road transport, if the
goods do not turn up in time one does not know
whether they will be there before Christmas.
I am told there is no way of passing on -informa-
lion as to when the transport will arrive. As a
matter of fact, one of the good points 1 discovered
in discussing the matter over the weekend was for
the first time ever the goods arrived on time twice
running-they did skip a day in between. I
understood the people to say delivery was back to
eight o'clock in the morning and not 10 o'clock as
the member for Albany stated.

Mr Watt: I could be wrong.

Mr DAVIES: Well, here we are: here is the
member who has allegedly taken a great interest
in this matter now unsure whether it was sup-
posed to arrive at 10 o'clock. The Minister
representing the Minister for Transport inter-
jected also and said 10 o'clock; but I understood
it to be eight o'clock. However, I have to con-
gratulate the company that for the first time ever,
whatever time it was, it arrived twice on time.
Thai would be a matter of surprise to everyone
concerned.

Mr Watt: Thai is only what has happened
according to information passed on to you.

Mr DAVIES: I am praising the system. Do
not knock it now, because that is about the only
pra ise I shall give it.

Mr Watt: You are being sarcastic.

Mr DAVIES: The system has not worked.
It has a number of deficiencies and I will list
them. They are as follows: Lateness of delivery;
goods arriving in poor condition; lost deliveries;,
uncertainty about the availability of freezer trans-
port to Perth for fish; higher costs.; retailers
ordering a smaller variety of goods from Perth
because of transport uncertainty; complaint from
consumers to shopkeepers about goods directly
attributable to the freezer transport shortcomings.

They are just some of the deficiencies in the
service. If members want me to go through item
by ktern I would be delighted to do so. I could
also tell members the background to each one of
the points I made. However, I am sure members
have gathered from some of the other speakers
here tonight--the member for Avon and others
-what the deficiencies are. Other speakers
have explained the deficiencies in some
detail and yet members opposite are bolstering
up a system that has been in operation since the
1st November. Surely in that lime some reliability
should have become apparent. The Government
is trying to bolster up a system that in no way
replaces the system which had been working
previously.

It is a matter of great concern to me that
despite all these obvious deficiencies which have
been mentioned time and time again, the Govern-
ment is still prepared to persevere. I suggest it
should pull out now while it is able to recover its
losses and the Government should go back to the
rail service. It is very true that there are towns in
between the major centres which can receive a
better service than they had previously because
they were serviced all too infrequently with the
railway service which was then and which is now
available to them.

Some system might be able to be devised under
which these smaller towns which are not
dependent on goods arriving at a certain time
and in a certain condition could be serviced
by some kind of road transport. However, in
the case of a large town like Albany--one of the
largest in the State-in which the people demand
a high quality of service, and a reasonable quality
of goods, and expect the goods to arrive in good
condition, surely we should look at the best
system of getting the goods there. To suggest it
has been done and that it is a door-to-door service
is quite ludicrous.

I read the article in The Albany Adveriiser and
of the attempts by the member for Albany to
obtain some improvement. I must say he tried to
bring the parties together, and the fact that he has
not been successful is not for want of trying by
him. However, he should now, instead of holster-
ing up the present system, revert to what was a
more practical system at that time.

I have read of some of the uncertainties and I
have spoken of those things which must be done
because of economy and because of health
hazards. These have been covered to some degree
by the member for Avon, but I wish to remind
members of one or two points. I will not deal with
the matter in detail. However, it is proved that the
health argument is nothing more than an argument

595



596 [ASSEMBLY]

without any basis whatever, because our research
shows that a check with the Public Health Depart-
ment has indicated that the proposed recommen-
dation-and the word "recommendation" should
be in inverted commas-t4o be released shortly for
the guidance of the frozen food industries sets a
standard of 15 degrees centigrade for frozen food
cartage, the standard that the railways have met
for years. The railways have done far better- than
that, hut this is the recommendation which is
supposed to be coming out, and the recommenda-
tion that resulted in the traffic being taken away
from the railways and Liven to road transport.

The country people have been misled. They
have been led to believe that they have not been
getting the service the Public Health Department
demands and yet there are no regulations in
existence covering the transport of frozen foods.
There is merely a recommendation and the im-
portant point is that the recommendation is being
more than complied with already by Westrail.

As was pointed out by the member for Avon,
the railways have the 56 series 20-foot container
for use as a refrigerated unit which road transport
uses on 50-foot and 60-foot semi-trailers. If moad
transport is considered efficient, Westraill has
refrigerated capacity far in excess of normal
requirements in the existing freezer wagons or
containers. They are far better than any road
transport could hope to have in another 20 years.

Mr T. H. Jones: They even have room for
error.

Mr DAVIES: They have a tremendous margin
for error. To suggest there are only a few isolated
instances does not give consideration to the
information which has been given to the House by
the member for Avon and to the complaints which
we have received through members on this side.

Complaints about the quality of the road
service have been received from H-opetoun, Es-
perance. Newdegate, Ravensthorpe, Bruce Rock,
Lake Grace, Northam, Morawa, Margaret River,
Augusta, Busselton, Meekatharra and, of course,
Albany. I do not know that that is a complete list,
but it is certainly a formidable one, and it is one
which shows that there are not only one or two
isolated complaints in regard to this kind of
transport.

I believe that 00 Transport Pty. Lid. comprises
a number of companies. I do not really want to
enter into an argument about who owns what
with whom, but I believe that the 0D Transport
Pty. Ltd. group comprises OD Transport Invest-
ment, OD Transport, OD Transport Express, and
Barley Holdings Ply. Ltd. This is a tie-up of a
number of companies which have seized the
opportunity.

I do not know whether tenders were called.
Perhaps by interjection the Minister might be able
to enlighten me whether OD Transport obtained
the contract by tender or whether it was handed
over to it,

Mr O'Connor: I was not involved in it.

Mr DAVIES: I thought the Minister may have
known.

Mr O'Connor: I imagine it was by tender, which
is usually the way.

Mr DAVIES: I have not seen the tender for
that, but I have seen the tender for the Meeka-
tharra line.

Mr Watt: 00 Transport did have a franchise
for a chiller service to Albany before the decision
was taken.

Mr DAVIES: It looks as though the Govern-
ment might have gone along with the recom-
mendation that the present carriers holding com-
mercial goods vehicle licences from the Transport
Commission for the transport of foodstuffs over
routes situated south of the 26th parallel latitude
have their licences amended to include chiller
goods. It looks as though the recommendation
was made but that type of recommendation is
outside the terms of reference of the committee.
That was an unusual recommendation, and ap-
parently without calling tenders the work was
handed over to the people operating there now.

Mr O'Connor: Tenders were called in some
areas but I cannot guarantee that they were in all
areas.

Mr DAVIES; This is in regard to chiller and
frozen goods and that seems to have been a very
convenient recommendation to come from the
committee to the Government. The Govern-
ment seems to have taken it up exceedingly
quickly, and brought it into operation earlier
than recommended. It has handed the work
over to an existing company already transporting
some goods, rather than indicating to the company
that it could go on doing what it is doing while
tenders are called for the lot and that the company
could submit a tender if it desired.

The whole thing smells a bit fishy like some
of the fish the fishermen are not able to have
carted because of lack of space. I understand
that this is one of the complaints of the fisher-
men: that is, that at times when they have mulies
and other bait available they cannot obtain back-
loading because 00 Transport has commitments
with Borthwicks to carry meat back. This is a
situation which could have been overcome with
the railways by ordering in sufficient lime certain
refrigerated vans.
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I am not happy for all the reasons outlined.
When we consider the answers to the questions
asked in Parliament regarding the complaints re-
ceived, we realise the Government seems to wipe
them off as of not much consequence. We begin
to wonder why the Government is going to such
lengths to bolster up an inefficient transport organ-
isation. I do not mean only OD Transport, but
also some which are carting to other areas.

I have here a list of complaints regarding the
temperatures in various vans taken from different
parts of the State, but I will not weary the
House at this time by quoting them.

In addition I know that you, Mr Speaker, will
be shocked to learn of the Government's ex-
travagance in this regard. You have in your
electorate a number of Midland Workshops em-
ployees, and I am sure you value the contribution
they make to the manufacture and maintenance
of railway wagons and you would expect their
work to be appreciated.

Once again, in answer to questions asked, we
were told that at the time the contract was
handed over to OD Transport some of the railway
refrigerated vans and containers were being over-
hauled in the Midland Workshops. Indeed I
think there was an amount of nearly $7 000
involved in only one in October which was but
a couple of weeks before the takeover.

What will happen to those vans? They are vans
with a great capacity and there is a lot of
use left in them. There is a demand for the service
they were able to provide and now, apparently,
they will be sold-at a discounted price I am quite
certain-to same haultier who will attach them to
some kind of prime mover to provide him with a
ready-made van at a discount price in order to
help him do the work which the railways should
properly be doing. Is it any wonder the morale of
the railway workers is falling? Goodness gracious,
there has been inquiry after inquiry. Duplessis
came over from South Africa to tell the 'railways
what was wrong. There has been a series of first
one commissioner, then three commissioners, and
now they are back to one commissioner. However,
there is a continual shrinking of railway morale
in this State. I have a great admiration for the
present commissioner who has taken his job most
seriously. I note the Government has extended his
term by some three months but surely to goodness
we want to see an expanding service instead of a
continual contracting of the service.

I charge the Government with being extravagant
and wasteful in the way it has handled this
problem, the way it has handled the railway

equipment, and the way it has already disposed of
some of that equipment. No doubt it will dispose
of' the rest at a discounted price.

I want to say something also about the Perth to
Meekatharra freight. This also makes one wonder
what is going on. This matter has been mentioned
by the member for Avon but l will deal with it
again. A table was made available on the 15th
March showing a schedule of Beliway charges.
I have had a look at the question asked, and I
consider the answer to the question should have
included all tenderers for the freight. Apparently
the Government thought we wotild be interested
only in the successful tenderer,

We know the freights charged by the successful
tenderer;, they can be obtained anywhere on
application. What we do not know is who were
the unsuccessful tenderers? We ask why one
tender was accepted over the other. We have a
copy of the tender from Bell Freightlines and we
understand this was rejected solely on some
technical ground. Instead of including a price for
each individual group of items, the prices were
bracketed. However, the Government said that
could not be done and it was not acceptable.
Is that a fact, or is it not? if the tender was
rejected solely on that ground it demonstrates chat
the committee which reviewed the tenders must
have been slightly idiotic; either that, or it receivedf
a direction from someone high in government that
a certain company had to get the contract. An
excuse was found to make a determination in
favour of one contractor. Is that not a scandal?

We are continually preached to about having
to help people in the country and ensure they are
not disadvantaged in any way. To have two
contracts in one's hand, and to say that one has to
be rejected because the items were bracketed, and
not shown individually, is not good enough. The
successful tenderer is 50 per cent dearer on some
items, but the tender was accepted because the
lines were filled in as asked.

Mr Laurance: There were several more than
two tenderers.

Mr DAVIES: I am talking about the one we
are aware of.

Mr Mctver. The Government did not table
them.

Mr DAVIES: But the fact is it does not matter.
If the others were lower than Bell Freightlines,
then shame upon the Government.

Mr Laurance: You do not know who they were.

Mr DAVIES: I am aware of that.

Mr Laurance: Well, do not talk about them.

597



598 [ASSEMBLY]

Mr DAVIES: It does not matter at all. The
member opposite cannot see the relationship that
even if there were 8 762 tenderers, that does not
mean a thing.

We are attacking the Government because we
know the successful tenderer was much dearer
than one of the others on the majority of items.
I have a table prepared from the tabled document,
and from information we obtained from Bell
Freightlines in regard to various items. I would be
happy to hear anyone from the Government side
Let up and say these figures are wrong, or that
I am missing out on essential goods or some of the
goods that have a great bearing on the life of the
people in the Nicekatharra area. I doubt very much
whether any member opposite can dispute my
figures.

Mr Laurance: Have you all the tender figures?

Mr DAVIES: I will first of all mention the
commodities, which include construction and
building materials; for example, timber, cement,
asbestos, etc. and groceries, beer, wine, hardware,
etc.

Taking Bell Freightlines prices, in parcels up to
500 kilograms there would be a saving of 20 per
cent; up to one tonne, a saving of 23 per cent;
and up to five tonnes, a saving of 17 per cent.

Mr Laurance: What about the other tenderers?

Mr DAVIES: I do not care about the other
tenderers. If the member opposite cannot under-
stand that he should doze off again because I am,
interested only in the two tenders of which I have
absolute, certain information which shows the
Government is insincere, and is penalising the
people in the Meekatharra, area. The Government
wanted to favour one tenderer.

I will now deal with household furniture,
furnishings, electrical goods, etc. On a weight of
25 kilograms there is a saving of I per cent-
very small. On a weight of 200 kilograms, there
is an I I per cent saving on transport from Perth to
Meekatharra, and a load of one tonne gives a
saving of 23 per cent. In the case of freezer and
chiller goods, there is a 3 per cent saving on a
parcel of 50 kilograms and a 35 per cent saving
on a parcel of 250 k~lograms.

In the case of furniture, on a 600 kilogram load
there is a 41 ner cent saving, and on a two tonne
load there is a 37 per cent saving. Referring now
to perishables-lettuces, tomatoes, cucumbers,
carrots, cabbages, oranges, and apples-on 50
kilograms there is a 3 per cent saving; on 250
kilograms there is a 35 per cent saving; on 600
kilograms there is a 41 per cent saving; on one
tonne there is a 38 per cent saving, and on two
tonnes there is a 38 per cent saving again.

For potatoes, onions, and pumpkins a 50 kilo-
gram parcel shows a saving of 14 per cent: a
250 kilogram parcel shows a saving of 45 per cent:
a 600 kilogram load shows a 48 per cent saving:
a one tonne load shows a saving of 50 per cent.
and a two tonne load shows a saving of 49 per
cent.

So on every item there is a saving. I will again
list the items which include construction and
building materials-t4imber, cement, etc.: groceries,
beer, wine, hardware, etc.; household furniture,
furnishings, electrical goods, freezer and chiller
goods-lettuces, tomatoes, cucumbers, carrots,
apples, oranges, potatoes, onions and -pumpkins.

Over that range, depending on quantities pur-
chased, the savings with regard to Bell Freightlines
varies between I per cent and 50 per cent. If those
are not the main items the population in the north
will use, I would like to know what they are. I do
not think there could be a fairer situation than
the one I have detailed because the examples have
been taken from the various price lists.

If there were other tenderers and they were
cheaper than Bell Freightlines, the scandal is so
much greater that Bell Freightllnes got the tender.
The company is able to adjust its prices at inter-
vals of six months, depending on certain criteria.

Mr O'Connor: I explained earlier that the
department has done an investigation and advised
me that, taking everything into account, the tender
accepted was the cheapest.

Mr DAVIES: If the Minister would like to
suggest where we are being unfair to the company,
and say the people are getting a better deal under
Bellway than they would under Bell Freightiines, I
will stand up in this House and tender my
apologies. Firstly, from papers tabled in the
House, and secondly from the unsuccessful ten-
derers, Bell Freightlines, and listing the most com-
monly used goods we can think of, I think it is a
scandal that the Government accepted one tender
over the other, and it has a lot of explaining to do.

I know transport is not the portfolio of the
Minister who spoke tonight. If it were, perhaps
there might have been a different situation. The
Government says without any proof-and I have
yet to see these figures discounted-that this is
the best system. I want to know what it means
when it says that.

Mr O'Connor: The committee comprised local
people.

Mr DAVIES: I think it bad a heavy emphasis
on Government officers, although it is true there
was a consumers' representative.

Mr O'Connor: There were two Government
officers and two local People.

598



[Tuesday, I1111 April, 19781 9

Mr DAVIES: I think they might have been
intimidated by what was said. Even so, if we are
wrong and Bell Freigjillines has led us up the
garden path, please tell us, because we will then
tell Bell Freightlines we are not happy with them.
They were prepared to go to court and , as the
member for Avon said, they advised us they had
withdrawn their action, realising [ suppose that by
the time the case and appeals were heard 12
months would have elapsed.

On the figures produced, the Government
should be prepared to stand up and say why it
took the action it did. We do not often support an
employer but we are happy to take up a case if we
think it is a justifiable one.

The member for Welshpool has dealt with the
suburban transport system. It is a matter which
causes me a great deal of concern but I will touch
on it only briefly. it appears there has been no
ordering of diesel units for 10 years or more, and
that we could get three sets of diesel railcars for
something like $1.2 million while one new Mer-
cedes bus costs something like $80 000. 1 wonder
whether the Government is genuinely concerned
about co-ordinating road and rail transport.

It appears that in other parts of the world, and
indeed in other parts of Australia, there is a move

bac toard ril transport. Mention was made of
what Queensland is doing in regard to improving
and electrifying suburban services. New South
Wales has not only reduced the cost of travel but
is also improving services, despite the mighty
$400 million loss. The New South Wales Govern-
ment realises transport must be provided to keep
the people moving. As anyone who has been to
Melbourne would know, Victoria has put in a new
city circle service and is renewing railcars. The
Australian Government is putting money into
improved rail services in South Australia. It
appears all the mainland States except Western
Australia-and I suppose, the Northern Territory
-are looking to improved passenger rail services
to meet the needs of the people.

Mr O'Connor: They are not putting money into
passenger services in South Australia, are they?

Mr DAVIES: I believe so. They were about as
bad as ours are. Don Dunstan was very shre wd to
quit those. We should have quit ours, but when we
suggested it there was such violent opposi .tion
from members on that side that we asked our-
selves what was the use of it.

Mr O'Connor: We ran more efficiently than
the other States did.

Mr DAVIES: That has yet to be proved. We
have not ordered any railcars for TO years. The
suburban service is badly run down. We are

putting in buses at the expense of the railways
when other States which are running less efficiently
are upgrading their services.

Mr O'Connor: You should know something
about the losses in Victoria and New South Wales.

Mr DAVIES: I mentioned the staggering $400
million loss, but those Governments realise they
must provide transport. Petrol is to go up about
LOc a gallon, or 2.5c a litre, every year for the
next four years. It is quite obvious people will not
be able to run two, three, four, and sometimes
five cars in a family. We will have to cut back
dramatically and we must have an alternative
system. What is the alternative system being
provided or planned by the Government? The
Government says it intends to co-ordinate rail and
road transport. There seems to he no proper
co-ordination. The Manager of the MTT is
genuinely trying but I am wondering where the
pressure comes on him because quite obviously
money is being spent on buses and not on
railways.

I amt informed the Government has been told
that 53 railcars and carriages out of a fleet of 95
need to be replaced by 1985. In seven years more
than half the stock must be replaced, yet there is
not even a suggestion of what is being done to
remedy the Sittuation. Among the carriages at
present in use are four "AY'-class built in 1945,
two "AYB"-class built in 1946, four 'ABG'-class
built in 1954, four 'AYE'.class built in 1955.
five "AYF--class built in 1955, four -ADH--clas
built in 1955-56, and tO "ADX"-class built in
1959-60. No further diesel railcars were built
until 10 "ADIK--class cars were built in 1968, and
we know what the record is since then.

There will always be a need for suburban
transport. The roads are already packed to
capacity. We know what has happened and is
happening on the Causeway. We know there are
no firm plans for another river crossing. We know
the position on the roads will get much worse.
We know railcars could provide an adequate
alternative service. We know people will be driven
back to using public transport in view of the
increasing cost of Petrol. Yet the Government
appears to be doing nothing about it.

So I support wholeheartedly this amendment
which draws attention to the disastrous situation
which is now becoming apparent in regard to
freezer transport. The costs of freight between
Perth and Meekatharra are a scandal: the Govern-
ment has a great deal of explaining to do.

As I have said very briefly in these last two or
three minutes, we still, have no proper plan for
suburban services. The amendment is very Timely
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and proper, and the Government has failed to
answer any of the matters raised. I Support the
amendment.

Amendment put and a division taken with the
following result-

Mr Barnett
Mr Bertram
Mr Bryce
Mr Carr
Mr Davies
Mr Grill
Mr Harman
Mr Hlodge

Mr Clarko
Mr Cowan
Mr Coyne
Mrs Craig
Dr fladour
Mr Crayden
Mr Hassell
Mr Herzfeld
Mr Laurance
Mr McPharlin
Mr Mensaros
Mr Nanovich
Mr O'Connor

Ayes
H. D. Evans
Tonkin
T. D. Evans
B. T. Burke
T. I. Burke
Jamieson

Ayes 16
Mr T. HI. Jones
Mr Mclver
Mr Pearce
Mr Skidmore
Mr Taylor
Dr Troy
Mr Wilson
Mr Bateman

(Teller)

Old
O'Neil
Ridge
Rushton
Sibson

Noes 26
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr Sodemtan

Spriggs
Stephent
Tubby
Watt
William,
Young
Shalders

Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr

Pairs
Noes

Mr Crane

Mr COYNE: The slogan, "State of Excite-
ment". This is a positive statement, developed in
a positive mind, and we should listen to it. Any
objective that denotes positive thought is worth
while.

Mr Bryce: You are asking innocent people to
spread your propaganda.

Mr COYNE: The proliferation of the yellow
plates gives the lie to comments made by Opposi-
tion members.

Mr Davies: They have no option in the
metropolitan area.

Mr Bryce: It is compulsory.

Mr COYNE: It is a shame to see the way this
slogan has been knocked. If ever we need en-
thusiasm in this State-

Mr Bateman: Why shouldn't it be knocked?
There is no excitement in this State.

Mr COYNE: There is going to be.

Mr Bateman: Like tomorrow-it never comes.

Mr COYNE: This is an optimistic outlook, and.
it is what we wanted.

Several members interjected.

SPEAKER: Order! Will the member resume
his seat. There appears to be a little bit of

(Teller) excitement in some of the back benches. Perhaps
the members may restrain themselves and allow
the member for Murchison-Eyre to make his
speech so that eventually we may all go home.

Mr Grewar
Mr MacKinnon
Mr P. V. Jones
Mr Blaikie
Sir Charles Court

Amendment thus negatived.

Debate (on motion) Resumed

MR COYNE (Murchison-Eyre) fl1.24 p.m.):
I wish to take the opportunity this debate affords
me to mention a few matters relating to my
electorate and to refer also to some other pertinent
topics.

Firstly, I would like to refer to the slogan,
"State of Excitement". It is approprate that this
slogan should have been developed at this stage.

Mr Barnett: I'll say, "Welcome to the State of
excitement. Drive carefully-there are 35000 un-
employed walking the streets."

Mr COYNE: The criticism that this slogan has
attracted is abhorrent to me as I believe it deserves
more credit than it has been getting.

Mr Bryce: What does?

Mr Bryce: The member for Murchison-Eyre
is speaking in his typical rabble-rousing fashion.

Mr COYNE: When we have a positive object-
ive, enthusiasm is the main ingredient. If we all
bear that in mind, we may get this State off the
hook and have things developing more quickly.

I have two comments I would like to make
before coming to the body of my speech. Firstly,
I took comfort from the speech made by the
member for Scarborough when he referred to the
Kimberley by-election and the stability of purpose
displayed by Aborigines who had a missionary
background.

I have spoken on this matter previously,
because I feel the phasing out and the evacuating
of this part of Aboriginal welfare would be
disastrous for the north. When the support that
the Aborigines had previously been obtaining for
missions disappeared, we found a proliferation of
public servants, but these public servants could
not take the places of the missionaries who were
motivated by religious zeal and who provided a
stable situation in those areas.

Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
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During the war I had the experience of being
associated with two of these missions on the
northern coast of Australia. Although the situa-
tion has changed considerably with the advent of
liquor tghts, it is still my opinion that the
Aborigines would be in a far happier situation
than they are today if money had been channelled
into missions rather than into a public service
situation. A procession of socialist inspired people
was able to confuse the Aborigines so that they
could not make intelligent decisions on voting
procedures.

The other speech to which I wish to refer was
the one made by the member for Roe. His
comments on China were very illuminating, and
know.ng that he has a great deal of common
sense, I will be looking forward to perusing his
speech more closely in Hansard.

The most serious situation in my particular area
for many years is the recession at Mt. Windarra.
This is a tragic setback to Western Mining
Corporation and the Shell Company in their joint
venture. The suspension of production has caused
a great dislocation of families, townspeople, and
business people.

For most of these People it is a gre'vous blow,
particularly when mining enterprises throughout
the State are experiencing serious economic
decline.

The importance of the Windarra project cannot
be overemphasised. The project itself represents a
monumental edifice to the private enterprise
system, located in what has been a sparsely-
populated area for many decades. Obviously many
mistakes were made when Windarra was in
its developmental stages. First of all some inde-
cision occurred about whether the company would
construVz the host town within a few miles of the
Windarra operation itself, or whether it would be
built at Laverton. Eventually Laverton won out,
and it may be said with hindsight it was a
mistake to build the town there because costs
were enormous. Despite that the significance of
the operation today is a great tribute to engneer-
ing technology.

To see a brand-new plant sitting out thqre so
far from the populated centres is an inspiration in
itself, and it is a classc example of management
technique and organisation and the skill necessary
to bring people from all parts of Australia and
overseas into a cohesive work force which blended
in admirably in that locality. The workers were
brought into a modern, comfortable social en-
vironment which integrated with the adjacent
population centres;, and the growing pains had
almost been eliminated when the company's
announcement was made.

The announcement produced a feeling of
stunned disbelief, and it is sad to see the disinte-
gration of this community, occasioned by the
vagaries of the overseas markets. I extend my
sympathy to all mining companies that have been
similarly affected.

One of the aspects of the situation is that many
of the interstate workers who had been recruited
from places such as Tasmania and Queensland,
and also those who had been recruited from New
Zealand and other overseas countries, were
attracted to the area because of the profit poten-
tial and the hope that they would prosper. Now
the whole situation has changed and they are
looking at finding re-employment on a declining
market. It is very sad indeed to see these people
trying to relocate themselves in a climate which
is not particularly good.

One aspect about mining people, generally, and
it applies particularly in this case, is that there
are no recriminations by the work force. I
visited the area shortly after the announcement
and remained for some time, and I was surprised
that the workers accepted it with such equanimity.
It seems to have been accepted as being just one
of those things.

Mr Skidmore: That is typical of goldfields
people.

Mr COYNE: That is right, and it indicates
their fairmindedness.

I would like to express my admiration of the
many people who have contributed so much to
the regrawth of Laverton-the public-spirited
people who contributed to all the community
activities, and particularly sporting activities, to
the school, the swimming pool, and everything
connected with the town. It is sad now to see
this very cohesive work force having to leave
the town. There is a beautiful, big grassed oval
which will now not be utilised. Although the
townsite will not be completely evacuated and
something like 1OO people will still be involved
in developmental work underground, the town will
be only a shadow of its former self.

One of the questions I am asked as I travel
around the area is whether the Government will
honour its commitment to complete the 12 miles
of road between Malcolm and Leonora. I feel
the Minister will in due course reassure the people
that this will be so. It would be a setback if the
road were not completed.

Mr Bryce: How many people are at Malcolm
these days?

Mr COYNE: Not very many at all; about t0.
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I was surprised to hear recently the member
for Yilgarn-Dundas make some rather uncharit-
able remarks about the lack of support of the
Government in respect of the redundancy situa-
tion in Laverton and elsewhere. The member
also upbraided me personally for my interjection
when I commented that the Government had no
right to dictate to a company investing its share-
holders' funds. I think the member for Vilgarn-
Dundas was referring to the sale of roasters,
and possibly oil flotation equipment used to
separate minerals from refractory ore. I was
rather puzzled about his reference to this mailer
because I imagine that roasters are just a heap
of bricks and would not have very much value.
As members know, the acid content in nickel
is very severe on metal, so hardly anything would
be left. However, I know the member has a
genuine concern for the goidmining industry,
which I share with him.

I do not believe the increased price of gold
will really do anything for the big companies.
I do not think sufficient confidence has been
injected into the market yet to allow investors,
shareholders, and stock market speculators, to
invest or play the market confidently. In my
opinion the vagaries of the international money
market are such that there is little hope of any
big mine getting off the ground at present. The
only goldmines of any consequence operati ng in
Western Australia today are Mt. Charlotte and
the Norseman Central. The only other mine of
which I am aware which has szeable reserves
which make it a profitable exercise is the Hill 50
mine, which has a large amount of proven ore.
However, the cost of getting that mine into pro-
duction is estimated at between $10.5 million and
$11 million.

Therefore, I cannot see much hope emanating
from the goidmining industry to replace what we
have lost in the nickel industry. I feel the only
hope in respect of the increased price of gold
is that it will influence small prospectors and small
syndicates to pool their resources and exploit an
old mine with a capital of something like $80 000
or $100 000. This has already been done in the
Meekatharra region, to which I will refer later,
and also in the Mi. Magnet area.

The one good sign in the north-eastern gold-
fields region is the continuing progress of the
Agnew nickel company, which is proceeding with
its development. At present it has about 870
people on the work force with I50 homes com-
pleted, of which 70 are occupied. A full-length
swimming pool has just been opened, and a
shopping centre and a recreational centre were
opened last weekend. The continued progress of

Leinster gives some comfort to the Leonora
community, which will be seriously disadvantaged
by the lack of traffic oc 'casioned by the loss of
production at Windarra. There is no doubt the
consolidation of the Leinster townsite will proceed
and eventually it will have organised sports such
as swimming, golf, tennis, and the other activities
that occur in towns of this nature.

Organised sport is very important in those
towns because in most small towns there is a lack
of team sports due to insufficient numbers of
pecople to organise into teams. So, great emphasis
is placed on individual sports such as golf, tennis.
rifle shooting, and gun shooting. I was very
pleased that the Minister for Recreation (Mr
P. V. Jones) saw fit to contribute a generous sum
to the gun club and the golf club.

Early last year the Medical Department
accepted an offer from the Leonora Golf Club for
one of the redundant buildings near the old
hospital site. The club bought it at a reasonable
price and the sum of $3 500 which the Recreation
Council has given to the golf club will help
to resite the clubhouse in close proximity to its
golf course.

Also the sum of $5 000 has been given to the
Leonora Gun Club. This gun club is holding a
spectacular event on the weekend of the 26th and
27th August. The Commonwealth double barrel
night walk-up shoot is on the 26th and the
Commonwealth double barrel tower championship
is on the Sunday. So there will obviously be great
excitement in Leonora on that weekend.

Apart from recreational grants, which are very
necessary to these outlying communities, grassed
ovals are also vital irrespective of the cost and the
fact that they have to be subsidised. Having
witnessed the success of a grassed oval in close
proximity to the Laverton District High School,
there are now two applications for grassed ovals,
one from Leonora and one from Meekatharra;
and both those submissions are receiving serious
consideration from the Government. 1 am sure
the two towns will reach their objective because
grassed ovals make a great difference to a town.

At the moment the Leonora people are de-
pendent on the town water supply for oval
retculation and one of the problems in that
town is that they have to look for an independent
supply of water to make the project more feasible.
At Meekatharra it is a different kettle of fish
altogether. They have access to an old dam site
and also one of the early mine shafts. So there is
access to very good water which is fairly adjacent
to the proposed grassed oval. The separate
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water source has been tested and proved and 1
think the mechanics of the plan will fail into
place.

Despite the imminent closure of the railway
in the Meekatharra district, the Meekatharra Shire
is pursuing its objectives in the town with great
vigour; and it is to be complimented on that.
The Meekatharra area has suffered more than
any town in my electorate. It seemed to miss out
on all the rains and it has borne the brunt of the
drought. The north-eastern goldfields Were very
fortunate in receiving the odd thunderstorm to
keep things going, and actually that region is
having a lucrative season. Meekatharra is one
area which we hope will be able to take most
advantage of the drought relief measures which
were brought in by the Government.

I compliment the Government on coming to the
aid of pastoratists. with the extension of the grants
and also on the way the people were advised of
their availability. I know already that quite a
number of pastoralists have put in their applica-
tions and some have been successful.

Ialso compliment the Government in respect
of the upgrading programme for the town. About
44 people in Meekatharra are unemployed and
the town is looking for one of the associated
grants which are given to towns affected by
drought to reslab the footpaths and to put grass
verges along the edges. This will make Meeka-
tharra a much more pleasant town to visit. The
town itself is long overdue for some sort of up-
grading. Many tourists pass through the town
and this wilt be a step in the right direction.

One of the matters 1 have taken on previously
is the supporting of an aged persons' home in Mt.
Magnet. Last November 1 made a submission
to the acting Minister for Health in respect of
changing the existing hospital into an old people's
home or a "C"-class hospital. A proposition was
put forward by the Anglican minister in the area
who was very enthusiastic about taking over
the building to locate, the many aged people who
come into the region; and I supported 'him in
that proposition.

The project should be given a lot of support.
It is a magnificent building and this would be a
pilot project to allow an experiment to be made
in this direction. About 27 or 28 people could
be accommodated in this hospital and could come
from as far afield as Cue and Meekatharra. The
residents in the area are very enthusiastic about
the proposition. I know the Minister has promised
to visit Wiluna some time in the near future and I
hope on that occasion he can drop off at Mt.
Magnet, have a look at the situation, and assess
it f-r himself. This is a great opportunity for

the Government to get something positive moving
without it costing a great deal of money. Tbe
Church of England has undertaken to supply all
the staff and all the anciUary extensions. The
hospital is partially occupied at the moment but
I am sure that problem could be overcome.

Another matter which affects Meekatharra and
about which I have approached the Minister is
the upgrading of the State Battery. I referred
carrier to the Ingleston mine which is one of
those projects which was started by a group of
four prospectors. They got together as like-minded
people and put money into the project. They
expended about $100 000 to dewater the mine
and to get out a crushing. The first one yielded
abbut $80 000 which recouped most of their out-
lay, These four people could become millionaires
because it is one of those mines that tickles the
imagination.

There is a tremendous revival of enthusiasm for
goldmining in the area, so much so that submis-
sions have been made to have. the State flattery
rehabilitated to a stage where it can treat ore from
the old Peak Hill goldfield, which is a very
interesting goidmining area where at one time a
State Battery was located. I am supporting that
proposition wholeheartedly and I have invited the
M.niscer to visit ,the area. I am sure that in the
near future he will do so and make his own
assessment of it.

I do not have much time left and so in the time
remain ing to me I would like to make a few
comments on the Murchison railway. This I hope,
will be my final comment on this great railway
debate as in a few weeks the service to Meeka-
tharra will cease and with that will go the option
to link the private railways of the Pilbara with
the rest of the State's railway system. At the same
time we will see the gradual deterioration of the
facilities and the track and, in due course, a Bill
will be presented to the House seeking to close
the railway and so will end an era which has
lasted for something like 70 years.

I am sad to see this happen. The option to keep
the concept of the northern railway alive will be
gone for all time. What I have learnt from all
this is that it appears the financing of railroads is
much too capital intensive for State Governments
to consder. They do not have the resources to be
able to pursue this. I believe our railway system
in Western Australia is possibly the best managed,
but it would be the most dilapidated of alt1 the
States. I do not think there is any railway in
Western Australia, excluding the main east-west
line, which could match the Eastern States lines.
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During my visit to Tasmania in January of this
year I met some railway people who were using
their rail passes and I had a very interesting
conversation with them. I found a genuine en-
thusiasm for railways amongst these people which
is completely lacking here. This is sad because
railways are a very important part of a State's
economy. I have said before, and I say again,
and I hope to be able to add some evidence to
this, that railways play a very important part in a
nation's defence capability. Most of my ideas in
this area have since been debunked but I cling to
them and I am glad to see I have some support
from other areas.

It is only this facet of railway systems to which
I wish to refer because I have said enough about
all other aspects of railways and in certain areas
I have had to retreat. The comments I intend
to quote appeared in a publication entitled
The Journal of the Chartered Institute of Railways
in Australia. It was sent to me by one of the
people I met on the train. It refers to several
matters connected with transport, and one I wish
to read involves comments on the use of transport
in defence. I quote as follows-

The Australian rail system was a vital link
in the defence facilities of the nation, a senior
officer in the Department of Defence stated
recently. Writing for 'Australian Transport',
the journal of the Chartered Institute of
Transport in Australia, Air Commodore E.
M. Carroll devoted a large portion of the
September 1977 article to the defence
capabilities of the railway network. Air
Commodore Carroll, the Defence Depart-
men's Director General of Movements and
Transport, said that some progress had been
made towards a standard gauge trunk tail
system since Federation but development in
this field had been hampered by a number
of factors.

He went on to make comments about bogie
exchange and how it facilitated travel between
States. To continue-

Air Commodore Carroll echoed the points
made by Westrail Commissioner, Mr. R. J.
Pascoe in 1976 concerning the Australian
rail system. These points were that the
components of this system still acted
independently to a considerable degree, despite
the existence of the Railways of Australia
Organisation, that the rail industry lacks a
specific research and development body, that
Commonwealth funds for rail investmevt
paled into insignificance when compared to the
money allocated for road development and

that full time lobbying was needed to present
the case of the rail industry to the Federal
Government. Air Commodore Carroll wel-
comed the suggestion that ARRDO (Item
DlS.192 May 1977 Digest) be formed.

Air Commodore Carroll mentioned that
rail transport will continue to be the major
method used to achieve heavy and sustained
movement relative to Defence requirements.
As an example of the defence capability of
the Australian rail system he cited the move-
ment of over 600 military vehicles to and
from ANZUS-Exercise Kangaroo 2 by rail
during 1976 (Item D14. 388. December 1976
Digest). On that occasion, more then 6 000
tonnes of Land Rovers, armoured personnel
carriers, artillery, recovery vehicles and
support units were carried by 13 trains in
each direction.

That is a fairly important matter as far as I am
concerned and it supports what I feel. One of
the little exercises I did on that trip was to
outlay an additional $100 to ship my car to
Port Pinie. I did that because I wanted to deliver
the car to my son in Tasmania. The trip from
Perth to Adelaide took 36 hours and this is
what is so real about the transport of military
vehicles by rail.

By using railways one can transport a whole
battalion and everything and everyone is fresh
and arrives at the same time ready to go. That
is a very important aspect in the mobility of an
army. It is a worry in a country as big as ours.

I remember reading about this problem some
time ago when it was mentioned that Australia
would need to depend on very powerful allies in
the event of war or invasion. I think the least
we should offer our allies is a very good and
highly efficient transport system. The price of a
Tomn Cat fighter plane is something like $40
million and a railroad from Meekatharra to Mt.
Newman could be built for the same price. it
seems to- me that if we had 29 Tom Cat fighters
instead of 30 it would not matter very much
and a railway would add a great deal to the
defence capabilities of this nation.

it is estimated now that the cast of building a
railway is twice the cost of building the equivalent
length of road. I think this is something we
should consider.

One of the things that gave me great comfort
in all the debates on railways was that while
we were pulling up the Meckatbarra-Mullewa
railway line the Australian National Railways
were deciding to complete 820 kilometres of track
from Tarcoola to Alice Springs. Although I
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commented on this in previous speeches I was
never able to find the reason behind the move.
Many people said the Australian National Rail-
ways were going overboard. I tried to get a copy
of the relevant debates in Canberra to ascertain
the reason for this move because when I com-
pared the vast wealth in the north of Western
Australia and the comparatively little wealth in
the Northern Territory, I could not understand
the justification for building a $146 million
railway from Tarcoola to Alice Springs. Western
Australia has the greater wealth and if a railway
is to be built it should be built here.

Such a railway would -serve the defence needs
of the nation much better and it would also
service the expansion in our north where ,com-
panies have spent millions of dollars in the Pit-
bara on infrastructure costs and where many more
millions will be spent on the North-West Shel
Gas project.

1 was talking about this matter in Mingenew
during the weekend and someone said there was
an article in The Bulletin or The West Austra-
lian about the Tarcoola railway and that some-
body was criticising it. I found the article. It
does not give rme any great comfort. It is written
by Peter Samuel and it is called "Dollars lost in
the desert". The first part of the article talks
about inefficient practices and so forth, but the
second part reads as follows-

The real squandering of money in the
desert is the decision last week by the gov-
ernment for the continuation of the 830-
kilometre $124-million railway line linking
Tarcoola on the transcontinental railway to
Alice Springs.

The figure of $124 million has been cut down by
about $40 million. The article continues-

A Bureau of Transport economics study
released last week advocated the abandon-
ment of this Whitlam Government insanity,
even though some $35 million is already
committed. The trouble is there isn't the
work for a railway up there. The maximum
freight tonnage anyone can project for this
route to the small Northern Territory com-
munity is 300,000 tonnes a year (apart from
cement, petroleum products and other bulk
items that come by specialised shipping to
Darwin).

That is about the load carried in a single
day on one Pilbara iron ore line. Now they
are talking about running three small trains
a week on the line to do a freight job that

requires only a couple of dozen semi-trailers
each day. Railways are more than twice as
expensive as roads per kilometre to build.

Anyway, in the case of Alice Springs, a
good road has to be built down to Adelaide
to cater for tourist coaches and cars. There
will be plenty of room on it for the semi-
trailer each half hour that can provide the
total freight needs of the whole of the North-
ern Territory, without squandering $124 mil-
lion for the abatross of yet another railway
that then loses money year by year.

That just about confuses me completely, because
after placing my faith in these great bodies that
have researched the matter and come up with
the conclusion that the railway was a necessity,
I felt, as I was not able to obtain any real answers,
it must be necessary because of defence needs. It
appears that our defence needs in this north-west
are much more important than they are in the
Northern Territory.

At least I feel I was justified in pursuing the
retention of that railway. When the Premier
made the announcement at Mt. Magnet on the
19th December I felt he blinded the poor old
delegates from the local shires with science. The
Premier, started off by saying the report stated
that we can rebuild this line for $10 million pro-
vided we have the line. I know we have the line,
beia use it could come from the east-west section
of the Kwinana-Koolyanobbing railway. The
Premier went on to say that if we were
to have a line we might as well build a
decent one. HeI said, "We want a standard gauge
line, a high grade line, and this will cost $33
million and by the time it is built it will cost
$50 million". He said , .1, as the Premier, could
not undertake that responsibility", so the poor
fellows had to agree it was well beyond their
reach. They all very eagerly agreed to the forma-
tion of a steering committee to set up something
in its place and that is what we are debating
tonight-road transport. I found some of the
comments tonight very illuminating. I do not
want to comment on themn, because I have said all
I need to say on the subject both in the party
room and in Parliament and I have said it also
at the Mt. Magnet conference. The refrigeration
system is an absolute disaster and I believe it will
get worse as it goes on. I believe I have had
enough to say on this Address-in-Reply debate.

Opposition member; Hear, heart
Mr COYNE: I welcomed this opportunity to

bring a few matters that have upset me over the
year since the last Address-in-Reply debate to
the attention of the House. I am pleased to have
the opportunity to bring to the attention of mem-
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bers the fortunate and not so fortunate things
which have occurred in the Murchison-Eyre
electorate.

I hope by the time I speak again things will
have taken a tun for the better. We are certainly
undergoing an economic downturn in the Murchi-
son electorate, with the exception of the Leinster
project. I wish that particular project the very
best of luck and good fortune. We wiUl be
watching its development with bated breath and
all good wishes go with it. Thank you, Mr
Speaker.

MR BATEMAN (Canning) [12.06 a.m.]: I felt
that at this late hour we may have adjourned
and I was almost prepared to make an attempt
to adjourn the debate. I cannot see that for any
reason we should carry on at such a late. hour
in view of the fact that the Premier has said we
shall complete this part of the session in the week
commencing the 8th May. I believe members have
exhausted themselves tonight, but we are battling
on here after midnight. I think it is a damn
disgrace that members of Parliament should b
asked to sit in this place until this late hour, halt
asleep, listening to the various speakers.

Mr Bryce: Where is the Premier?

Mr BATEMAN: However, I do not intend to
adjourn the debate. At the end of my speech
I intend to ask for an extension of time so that
we may carry on as long as possible. Let us
have a good wing ding tonight. Let us go on
and on and make a real old night of it.' Let
us have a burst. Let us really play on it. I think
it is absolutely stupid to do what we are doing;
however, be that as it may.

A Government member: Who won the footy
at the weekend?

Mr BATEMAN: I cannot hear while I am
talking. Some time ago I was a cricketer and I
suppose tonight I am the night watchman. During
the 10 years I have been a member of Parliament
representing the electorate of Canning I have
always had something to say in the Address-in-
Reply debate. I remember when David Brand
was Premier I told him I did not agree with
the Address-in-Reply debate because we sat here
for hours and days and weeks wasting the time of
the House, annoying everyone with a lot of hot
air. We wander all over the place with free
licence and we should be doing something about
legislating. We use this debate as a grievance
debate. We have the right of reply in a grievance
debate. We have listened to a James Fitzpartick
talk on China and we have heard a member of
Parliament lashed because of his activities in
regard to the PLO.

I believe the Address-in-Reply debate becomes
a wailing wall for all members if they want to use
it, and most of us do. It is fair enough if we
use it to criticise something which is happening
in our own electorate. It is fair enough if we use
it to refer to what is said in the Speech
given by the Governor. But I honestly think the
Premier, the Leader of the Opposition and
perhaps two or three others should have an
opportunity to speak. That is as many speeches
as we should have on the Address-in-Reply
debate. Then let us get on with the business
of the House.

Having said those few words and having looked
at the time I see I have 42 minutes to go. I
should like to refer to a matter which in my
opinion is tantamount to hypocrisy. Every time
I go to a citizenship ceremony I hear the song,
"God Save the Queen". We had a referendum
on the 21st May when a national song was
chosen. It was chosen by a majority decision of
all Australian people. We have lost our demo-
cracy and I am wondering at the moment whether
instead of a military junta, we do not have a
Liberal junta, because the Liberal Party in this
country and in this State does what it wants to
do irrespective of public opinion.

I am sad that the Premier is not here tonight.
I did not want to speak tonight and I do not
like speaking unless there is someone here who
has the right to reply to what I am saying. How-
ever, the Premier can read what I have to say in
Hansard and he may then reply.

I read in the paper this morning that the
national song is to be "unsung'. I think that
stinks to the highest. We should be proud of
Australia; we should sing our Australian song.
Many years ago our national emblem was decreed
to be the kangaroo and the emu and do mem-
bers know why that was decreed? I do not
know whether anyone in this Parliament can
say why it was, but the kangaroo and the emu
cannot go backwards. They can only advance.
That in itself surely to God is enough to say,
"Let us sing 'Advance Australia Pair'". Let
every one of our children at both primary and
high schools sing "Advance Australia Fair".

Let us be proud of this country. it is our
country. We have made it what it is. We have
come from England and let us have no disrespect
for Her Majesty. I do not. I am not a royalist,
but I anm not a knocker of royalty. It is great as
far as England is concerned, and that is where
"God Save the Queen" should be sung. We have
been thrown out of the nest years and years ago.
We must stand on our own two feet.
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The people of Australia said that they wanted a
national song and yet we have one of our own
Western Australian senators (Senator Withers)
saying that the national song is to be "unsung".
This is hypocrisy in the first degree. We are
Australians. When Americans are here they unfurl
their flag and sing their national song. They
believe in something. They have pride in their
country. We are losing pride in our country every
day of our lives because we have nowhere to go.
We are floundering around without a captain.
Even many English migrants do riot want to sing
the national anthem. Fair enough when Her
Majesty or any other member of the royal family
is here. Let us then sing the national anthem.

About six weeks ago I went to an Italian
wedding and I was thrilled to the marrow. I am
pleased the Deputy Premier has returned because
he can pass on some of my remarks to the
Premier. At the wedding they played "Advance
Australia Fair" and then their own national song
and it was beautiful to listen to. It did something
for me.

I am afraid that at the moment "God Save the
Queen" does not do anything for anyone in
Australia. I say that with every respect for Her
Majesty. I do not criticise her or royalty in any
way. For those who want to go along with that
line of thinking let them do so. It is even sung at
naturalisation ceremonies. For heavens sake! We
are Australians. We are getting our livelihood
from Australia.

The situation is even worse when we have an
edict issued with the compliments of the Under-
Secretary of- the Premier's Department indicating
that "God Save the Queen" is to continue as the
national anthem in Western Australia. Th at is
shocking. Members opposite should be ashamed
of themselves if they support such an edict. Are
they Australians? What are they? Are they
Australians or mice?

Mr Spriggs: We are good Australians.

Mr BATEMAN: The honourable member
could fool me, if he accepts the edict to which I
have just referred. It was issued by the under-
secretary but nothing is issued unless the Premier
sees it first.

Mr Spriggs: What could be more appropriate
at a naturalisation ceremony?

Mr BATEMAN: The people of Australia said,
"We will have a national song." That is what they
said. That is our democratic right, but we have

lost that democratic right because of the Premier
who is far more astute and subtle than is another
fellow we know in another State. We are almost
living under the same dictatorial terms as exist
there.

This edict goes to sporting organisations and to
schools. We are to have our kiddies singing "God
Save the Queen". They would not know who she

was.

Government members: Fair go!

Mr BATEMAN: If they do, why do we not get
them to sing "Advance Australia Fair"? Teach
them about the kangaroo and the emu which can
go only forwards. Make them respect Australia.

Have them unfurl the flag and sing in front of it.
Teach them to be honest and to have pride.

Members opposite have no pride. All they want
is to rake every penny out of the country. Help
our children to respect the country. It is theirs.
I fought for it. Did members opposite? I did, and
I respect it. I will do so again if I have to. I want
the children in the schools to know what we
fought for. All we see are dirty slogans over bus
stops and other places because children do not
have anything about which to be proud. We do
not drum it into them that they have a country
of which to be proud.

A Government member: What about Gough
Whitlam in all public buildings?

Mr BATEMAN: Do not go on with a lot
of garbage. I will take members to 20 buildings
and they will not see one photo of him.

Mr Spriggs: Never will again.

Mr BATEMAN: I will tell members that he
did not tell lies. He did not go overseas with
one story and come back with another as did our
present Prime Minister. All those details will be
unfolded. Why do not members opposite have
a little decency and have some pride in their
country. This is what it is alt about. 1 am sure
that members opposite have no pride at all in
this country-absolutely none.

Mr Spriggs: Have you no pride in your his-
tory?

Mr BATEMAN: Of course. Australia is my
history.

Mir Spriggs: The British Empire is.

Mr Bryce: The British Empire is dead.
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Mr Skidmore: Do what I do when "God Save
the Queen" is sung. 1 sing out of key and throw
everyone else around me out of key so that
everyone is fiummoxed and they do not sing
at all.

Mr BATEMAN: I do hope members opposite
will take note of what I am saying and also
some on this side. One very prominent member
on this side is opposed to everything I have said,
and probably so are others. However, I sell
members that 1 am Australian first and second
and, if there is anything left over, I am still
Australian. I will fight for Australia until the
day I die. Everything I do is for Australia. 1
say again and again that if one visits Canada
one does not hear "God Save the Queen".

Several members interjected.

Mr BATEMAN: Why not dry up and listen?
Every countr sings its own song, not the national
anthem. The Premier tries to get out of the
situation by referring to an anthem. I say again
and again-

Mr Spriggs: You have said it again and again.

Mr BATEMAN: -the Premier has defied the
people of Western Australia. They told him
what they wanted but he has defied them. The
Australians said they wanted a national song
but he has issued the edict to which I have re-
ferred, It is absolutely disgraceful.

Do members opposite think that that is de-
mnocracy when the Premnier can defy the law? The
other fellow-the banana bender bloke-can defy
public opinion when hc wants to. We do not have
a military junta but a Liberal junta. The Liberal
Government can do what it likes. Our Premier
will not consider what the people want. He will
bury them in the snow with the longest sword
he can find. When that state of affairs is reached
it is a sad time in our lives.

I will now get off that subject and I am sure
members will be pleased about that.

Mr Sodeman: You are incorrect in your asser-
tion so it is as well that you do. The edict was
to do with a national song. You are talking
about doing away with the national anthem.

Mr BATEMAN: I want to get onto another
pet aversion of mine. I became annoyed this
afternoon when the member for Avon was speak-
ing on his amendment. Many times we have
heard things hurled across this Chamber by mem-
bers opposite, and on many occasions we have

hurled statements across to the other side. We
have heard a lot about "isms". We heard about
the communism syndrome from the Honourable
Bob Menzies, a former Prime Minister. He
scared hell out of all Australians and kept the
Liberal Party in Government-

A Government member: The Right Honourable.

Mr BATEMAN: Yes. He kept the 'Liberal
Party in Government for some 23 years before
there was a change. Some of the "isms" are
still with us, and if members will bear with
me-I hope everyone is listening-I will deal
with some of them. The first one is socialism,
and many have a lot of pet ideas about that.

There is often mention of communism, fascism,
nazism and capitalism, but I will put the posi-
tion very simply. In the case of socialism, if
one has two cows, one keeps one and gives one
to one's neighbour. In the case of communism,
if one has two cows one gives them both to the
Government and the Government then lives one
some milk. At least one gets something out of
the ring. In the case of fascism, if one has two
cows one keeps the cows and gives the milk to
the Government and then the Government sells
one some milk. In the case of nazism, if one
has two cows the Government shoots one and
keeps the cows. By God, we are not far from
that in this State!

Mr Nanovich: That happens under a Labor
system.

Mr BATEMAN: In the case of capitalism, if
one has two cows one sells one and buys a bull.
That is what capitalism is all about. I hope mem-
bers on the other side, and perhaps, some on our
side-especially those who have been hauling
around these dilferent"isms"- will now know what
they are talking about.

Mr Rushton: How many cows have you?

Mr BATEMAN: None.

Mr Old: If you did have any you would give
them both to the Government.

Mr BATEMAN: A lot of nonsense has gone
on in this House about unemployment. What
has gone on is an absolute sham and shemozzle.
It is a disgrace the way some Ministers in this
Parliament have tried to put it across.

In The West Australian of the 27th Feb-
ruary an article appeared which referred to many
young people from the Eastern States who had
turned back disillusioned because they could not
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find jobs in Western Australia. The article was
headed, "WA dulls hopes of young migrants".
The article, in pan, states-

The hostel supervisor for the Jesus People
Inic, Mr Gary Holmes. said that the slogan
"A State of Excitement" and other advertis-
ing campaigns had prompted many youths
to make the trek across the continent.

The sooner we get rid of the slogan, "State of
Excitement", the better it will be. I heard the
Leader of the Opposition give one version of
the slogan, "State of Excitement", not so long
ago, but I have a different version which I would
like to put to members. A couple of weeks ago
a fellow told me he drove into his driveway
and was just about to put his car away when
his next door neighbour's wife drove in in a car
with yellow number plates. My friend said,
"Crikey, have you come from New South Wales?"
Of course, she answered, "No". He then said,
"I would like to get you in a state of excitement
some time"', whereupon she smacked him over the
head with her handbag. So, the situation was
not very exciting for that person.

Referring back to the newspaper article I men-
tioned earlier, it reads-

Many young people who have come to WA
from the Eastern States are turning back
disillusioned after finding out that it is not
the land of milk and honey that they had
been led to believe.

Yet, we find the Ministers in this Chamber mak-
ing statements such as "WA leads in jobs". That
appeared in The West Australian on the 15th
March. The Minister for Housing in the article,
said that the Western Australian work force would
grow by at least 15 000 this year.

We know it will not grow by 15 000: we are
putting our heads in the sand and the whole
situation is a sham. Another article appears
under the heading. "The Government's role in
creating jobs" and states that the Premier (Sir
Charles Court) maintains that his Government
has created new jabs at the rate of 1 250 per
month over the past 12 months. That appeared
in The West Australian on Friday, the 10th
March, 1978.

And so on we go. An article appeared on
Saturday. the 18th March. stating that Western
Australia had the highest increase in jobs last
month, by 335 to 35 571. Tasmania was the
only other State to record an increase. Another
article appeared in the Daily News of Friday,
the 17th March, under the heading "New jobs
shock for WA". Neither the Premier nor the
Ministers would believe it. I am sure the Deputy
(20)

Premier would believe it because he is honourable.
The article stated that unemployment in Western
Australia rose again last month despite a big
drop nationally.

It is all there in the newspapers: I am not
telling fibs. What staggers me more than anything
else is the fact that The Sunday Times seems to
support the Premier. A heading in that paper
stated, "8 000 new N-W jobs, bonanza ahead in
gas project". When will this take place? In
another five, 10, or 15 years? It is all hogwash.

Another heading reads, "Boom '78, more jobs
and big spending". Some paper! It is all a lot
of nonsense. I hope and pray that the North-
West Shelf project does get off the ground, but
because of the economic downturn of the Ameri-
can dollar and the way it has dived recently, and
because of the fact that gas can be purchased in
other countries so much cheaper than that which
will be produced in our north-west it will be a
long time before that gasfield is ever brought
into production.

In the first instance, it will take about three
years even to set out the whole thing. So, the
so-called job boom in 1978 to provide 8000 new
jobs in the gas project is a lot of airy-fairy non-
sense. It will not work, and the sooner we cut
out the tionsense, and the sooner the Premier gets
down to trying to find new markets in places such
as China and Russia-among the people members
opposite do not like-and the sooner he tries to
sell wheat, meat, sheep, wool, and all our primary
products, the sooner we will be better off.

Mr Spriggs: You would not load the sheep!

Mr BATE MAN: I ask the member opposite not
to be facetious; there is an argument for every-
thing.

The sooner we get this country back into a
state of living the better off we will be. Iron
ore and nickel are only temporary projects, whilst
they give the country a great boost. Places such
as Youanmi, Big Bell, Coolgardie, and Ora Banda
are all finished; they had their day. Those towns
could come hack in a small way if the gold price
reaches a favourable situation. That is something
we have to watch very closely.

I consider the Premier to be a very energetic
man; he works very hard. However, it is high
time he devoted more of his energy to that type
of thing. I am sure tbis country would be better
off for that effort.

I do not intend to do the wrong thing with
regard to you. Mr Speaker, or with regard to
Mansard. I do not care about the opposition
opposite: I do care about Housard because they
work very hard.
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A Government member: You are in opposition
to us.

Mr Pearce: You oppose us all the time.

Mr Skidmore: You were not much of an Oppo-

sition, but you are a worse Government.

Mr BATEMAN: Members opposite are in
opposition because they oppose the public of Am'-
tralia and the public of Western Australia. What-
ever the public may want when they go to the
polls, members opposite mate up their minds
what they will do; they do not give a damn about
the ballot box. So they are in opposition; they
are opposed to the public's wishes.

I want to refer very briefly to something that
appeared in the Weekend News on the 25th Febru-
ary, and this is where the Deputy Premier comes
in. On that day the Weekend News carried a
headline, "As the death toll mounts: Road patrols
slashed". When the journalist who wrote the
article tried to find out what was going on he
was given the run-around and he found out too
much about what was going on. A Mr Bernie
Clarke called the journalist in to see him and
wanted to know where he had obtained his in-
formation. The journalist said in his article-

He warned me of a recent case where a
public servant had been convicted under the
criminal code of leaking secret documents.

We cannot do this kind of thing. This is a threat
to the common individual.

Every day we ask questions of our Ministers
in this Parliament, and the Ministers rely on the
senior civil servants and under-secretaries to pro-
vide the answers. Some of those answers are
more secret and confidential than the information
leaked by the little bloke in the State Housing
Commission, which was on the notice board for
all to see. -It is wrong in principle for a seni or
civil servant such as Mr Clarke to hold that
threat over a journalist's head. Some of the
questions we ask in this House can be chal-
lenged. We can be taken to the Supreme Court
and charged, as Mr Cortis was, and we could
lose our briefs overnight if this principle applies.

Mr Clarke may be a very efficient officer but
he should never have used those words. They
amount to stand-over tactics and they are to be
abhorred by everybody in this State, irrespective
of ihe side he is on. No-one should be sub-
jcted to the stand-over tactics applied to this
journalist when he tried to find out what was
happening and was gold if he did not stop probing
he would be given the same kind of treatment

as was given to a public servant who was con-
victed under the Criminal Code of leaking secret
documents. He had found out some unimportant
information.

Mr O'Neil: What had he found out?

Mr BATEMAN. I do not think it matters much.

A principle is involved.

Mr O'Neil: It leaves a number of people with
an impression that he had a document which was
for the Minister only, and no such document
ever existed anyway. He left many people with
an impression that he had certain information
which was available to the Minister only, and as
a result he was trying to extract more informa-
tion.

Mr Pearce: How is he being threatened with
leaking secret documents?

Mr O'Neil: He said he was being threatened.
We should be fair and accept that there are two
sides to every argument.

Mr BATEMAN: Again I say, for heaven's sake
let common sense prevail in this State and in this
country.

I wonder whether Senator Withers, who is a
Western Australian, was told anything about our
national song by the Premier of this State. I have
a thing about this because I am an Australian
through and through. Senator Withers said
"though 'Advance Australia Fair' was called the
national song it was really only a national tune".
Do we all therefore so around whistling it?

Mr Bryce: Not if you are in Queensland.

Mr BATEMAN: Mr Speaker, I thank you for
giving me a little licence in speaking to the
Address- in-Repl y.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Stephens.

House adjourned at 12.35 a.mn. (Wednesday).-

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

320- This question wias postponred.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS

Voting Righits of Tenats

367. Mr CARR, to the Minister for Local Gov-
ernment:

In order to be enrolled as an occupier
for the purposes of local government
elections, does a person need to be a
signatory to a rental agreement?
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Mr RUSHTON replied:
No. This requirement is not specified itn
the Local Government Act.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Finance

368. Mr CARR, to the Minister for Local Gov-
ernment:

Further to his answer to question 291
of 1978 concerning local government
funding in which he advised that his
department did not have information in

Receipts

Government grants (State and Federal) ..
Loans .............. ......... ....
Rats...........
Alt other sources .... ..

the detail requested; will he please
provide the information to the extent that
itls available?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
The figure of $230 million quoted for
the current year was an estimate only
and was not determined in the detail
sought.

The following figures have been sup-
plied by the Australian Bureau of Stat-
istics-

'000 '000 '000 '000 '000
1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 1975-76 1976-77

30 583
18685
33624
23365

I have been informed that the Australian
Bureau of Statistics has varied the above
classifications during the period and the
figures quoted are therefore not directly
comparable.

CORPORATE PRACTICE
Professions Involved

369. Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for Works:
Since he says that "corporate practice

-is a privilege enjoyed by some of the
other professions" will he list all of those
other professions?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
I am unable to guarantee that the list
is exhaustive, but sonme of the profes-
sions are as follow--

Agricultural advisers;
Analytical chemists;

Civil engineers;
Electrical engineers;
Forestry consultants;
Hydrographic surveyors;
Land surveyors;
Landscape architects;
Management consultants-.
Mechanical engineers;
Mining engineers;
Naval architects;
Quantity surveyors:
Structural engineers:
Town planners.

29431
21 345
38 241
28693

44971
21 911
49354
31 680

54249
28 106
62439
40019

52432
32 629
69961
50 791

EDUCATION
Pose-secondary Foeciltes: Pilbara

370. Mr SODEMAN, to the Minister for Educa-
tion:
(1) What decisions have been made as a

result of the recent report on post-
secondary facilities, commissioned by the
Pilbara regional development committee?

(2) Has a decision been made regarding the
establishment of a post-secondary educa-
lion institution in the Pilbara?

(3) If "Yes" where is it proposed to establish
such a facility?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) to (3) No final decision has been made

relating to the commencement date or
form of any post-secondary education
facility in the Pilbara, although pre-
liminary investigations have been com-
pleted and further discussions are
currently being held with a view to
making an announcement as soon as
possible.
The Pilbara regional development com-
mittee commissioned a report on the
need for a post-secondary education fac-
ility to he provided for the Pilbara, and
I anticipate receiving the recomnmenda-
tions of the Western Australian Post-
Secondary Education Commission on
this matter later this month.
Proposals being considered include the
construction of stage I of a facility on
a site which has already been procured
at Karratha, from which trade training
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apprenticeship courses and extension
courses could he conducted. It is also
necessary to recognise the need for re-
training of already skilled persons in
order that changes in industrial pro-
cedures can occur with a minimum of
interruption where the availability of
skilled personnel is concerned.
Consideration is also being given to an
increased role for the present technical
facility known as Pundulmurra at Port
Hedland, which currently has a limited
use, and also for the better utilisation
of facilities which are at present within
secondary schools at Karratha, Port
Hedland, Newman, Tom Price, and
other Pilbara towns.
The provision of a post-secondary
facility to service the Pilbara and Kim-
berley regions, to be located in the Pil-
bars, has been listed by the State Gov-
ernment as priority work for recognition
by the Commonwealth Technical and
Further Education, an4 I will be visiting
both Port Iledland atq4 Karratha during
the week commentcihg l7th April, 1978,
with the Federal Minister for Education
(Senator Carrick) to discuss the above
matters.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES
Unionists: Government Action

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for Labour and
Industry:

Is it now intended by the Government
that wherever a unionist takes industrial
action, nonunion labour will be used to
do the work?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
I would be happy to give the Leader of
the Opposition the assurance that there
is no intention to use nonunion labour
in those circumstances provided the union
labour is prepared to work.

PICKETING MEATWORKERS
Port Authority, Regulations

2. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Labour and
Industry:

I preface my question by saying it is
pleasing to know that in this House we
have a verbatim record of the questions
asked and the answers received. My
question is-

(1) Who decided that the recently
gazetted regulations giving port
authorities the right to order people
off wharves should be used yester-
day against picketing meatworkers?

(2) When was Ihe decision made?

(3) If the Government did not make
the decision, who did?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) to (3) 1 would imagine the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition should
address his question to the Fre-
mantle Port Authority, because
without question-

Mr Bryce: Are you abdicating your res-
ponsibility?

Mr GRAYDEN: -it would be the port
authority which makes a decision
of that kind.
Might I say this: The regulation
simply gave the port authority
power to remove unauthorised
people. I would imagine the fact
that the power was not in the
regulations shows there was a de-
ficiency in the regulations. The
power should have been there years
ago, and I wonder how we have
progressed over the years without it.
I would imagine if the member
wants the information he should
write to the port authority.

WATER SUPPLIES

Mfirabooka Reserve

3. Mr WILLIAMS, to the Minister for Water
Supplies:

Will the Minister give the relevant level
of the water table as determined by the
monitoring bores in the Mirrabooka
water reserve and the pollution control
area during the summer months of 1974
to 1977-78 inclusive?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

I thank the member for Clontarf for
some notice of his question. The infor-
mation requested is contained in a com-
prehensive computerised storage bank.
The information cannot be retrieved in
the time available. However, a represen-
tative set of sample readings released to
the media during the recent summer for
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a well in the southern padt of the Mirra-
booka public water supply area is as
follows-

Min. level
Year (metres above

MSL)
1974 30.3
1975 30.5
1976 30.2
1977 29.9

Max. level
(metres above

MSL)
31.8
31.5
31.0
30.4

PICKETING MEATWORKERS
Presence of Police

4. Mr TONKIN, to the Minister for Police and
Traffic:

(1) Who requested that police be present on
wharves yesterday when picketing meat-
workers were ordered to move?

(2) If the Government did not make the
request, was it consulted and, if so, when
and by whom?

(3) What attitude did it express?

Mr O'NEIL replied:

(1) to (3) It is my understanding that the
request that police be available on the
wharves was made by the appropriate
port authorities. Certainly no request
was made to me from the port authority.

PREMIER

"Mfashaallah': Contact with Owners

5. Dr TROY, to the Premier:

Is it a fact that late last night he
phoned London to get permission from
the owners to direct the agents or the
complement of the ship Masuaallah to
lower the gun ports and the gangway?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

I am sorry to spoil the story of the
member for Fremantle: I did not phone
the said gentleman.

LOADING OF EXPORT SHEEP
Non-unionists:, Police Guard

6. Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for Police
and Traffic:
(1) Who requested the police guard for non-

unionists loading sheep for export?
(2) When and to whom was the request

made?
(3) Was the Government consulted and, if

so, what attitude did it express?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) to (3) As I understand it that question

is precisely the same as the one I
answered previously.

Mr Jamieson: No it isn't.

LOADING OF EXPORT SHEEP
Non-unionists: Government Attitude

7. Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for Labour
and Industry:
(1) When did the Government become aware

that it was proposed to use farmers and
other nonunion labour to load sheep
onto ships for export?

(2) How did the Government become aware
of this and what attitude did it express?

(3) Did the Government play any pant in
organising the nonunion labour to load
sheep?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) to (3) 1 can assure the member for

Cockburn that I was aware several days
previously that the farmers' organisations
were discussing the possibility of using
nonunion labour to load the ship.

Mr Taylor: How many days before?

Mr GRAYDEN: Several days. The Gov-
erment's involvement was simply the
issuing of a directive to the ships' mas-
ters and to the meat exporters to the
effect that if sheep were presented for
loading they should be loaded. That
was the direction which was issued.

Mr Taylor: By the Government?

Mr GRAYDEN: Yes.

PREMIER
"Mashaallah": Contact with Owners

8. Mr DAVIES, to the Premier:
My question follows that asked by the
member for Fremantle. I note the
Premier did not ring the owners of the
ship. Did he or his agents in any way
contact the owners of the ship in regard
to the loading of sheep?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

I am not sure to whom the Leader of
the Opposition is referring as my agent.
but may I make it clear that I did not
contact the said gentleman in London.
nor did anyone-

Several members interjected.
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Sir CHARLES COURT: -ait for it-do so
at my request.

Mr Davies: Are you aware of anyone doing
it?

Sir CHARLES COURT: Well, I understand
somebody did phone the company. Does
not the Leader of the Opposition read
the newspapers? This information was
in the Press.

NATURAL DISASTER RELIEF
Farmers and Orchardists

9. Mr T. H-. JONES, to the Premier:
In view of the fact that many farmers
and orchardists and many of their fami-
lies are out of work with no income
available to them due to the events of
last week, would he advise what action
the Government is taking in connection
with this urgent matter?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

Apparently the member for Collie neither
listens to the radio, watches television,
nor reads newspapers. The Government
has without any delay at all set up the
necessary Organisation to cope with
people who are suffering personal distress
and require relief.

Mr T. Hl. Jones: I received phone calls
today; that is why J am asking the
question.

Sir CHARLES COURT: if the member is
receiving phone calls, I suggest he refers
the callers to me quickly because, con-
tary to what he is saying, the reports
coming back from people in the areas
concerned, both in farming communities
and towns, are that the people are
amazed at the speed with which their
requests have been dealt with.

On top of this the Government has taken
other action to try to identify people
who cannot wait for ordinary loan relief
which will be made available, and who
need something to fill in the gap between
emergency relief for personal hardship
and the greater problem of getting their
properties rehabilitated and organised for
carry-on. I want to say I am disap-
pointed that the member for Collie is
trying to take some political points from
the suffering of these people.

Government members: Hear, hear!

NATURAL DISASTER RELIEF

Seockowners

10. Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Premier:
Is it proposed to make compensation
payments to stockowners who sustained
stock losses during the recent cyclone
and fires in the south-west?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
I thank the member for Warren for
some notice of his question. The answer,
as at the time I received the question, is
as follows-

Loss of stock and fences is being taken
into account in determining initial
payments to fire victims for relief of
personal hardship and distress.
In addition, loans for carry-on pur-
poses, re-stocking and fencing are
being provided on concessional terms
of 4 per cent interest with no repay-
ments for two years.
Officers who have been engaged in
the last few days in assessing the
magnitude of losses incurred by
victims of the cyclone and resultant
fires, are meeting in Perth today to
review the Government assistance
programme and to co-ordinate aid to
be given from the Lord Mayors Relief
Appeal.

To that I can- add that the officers have
now concluded their meeting and I am
in the process of fin alising the recom-
mendations they made, and they will be
announced tonight. However, the mem-
ber will find the new methods of relief
will be an extension of those already in
operation and are intended to cope with
special cases that are not covered by the
provisions already announced.

The SPEAKER: I will take three more quies-
tions without notice. I call the member
for Balcatta, who has not yet asked a
question.

EDUCATION
Balcatta Hfigh School

11. Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Is it true that in a report to the Educa-

tion Department the principal of the
Balcatta Senior High School recom-
mended the retention of the services of
Elaine Wilson as sensory perception unit
therapist at the school?
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(2) If "Yes", does the Minister still maintain
that no formal request was made to
allow Miss Wilson to work full-time at
the school?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

I thank the member for adequate notice
of the question, the reply to which is as
follows-

(1) and (2) in a covering letter accom-
panying the annual report on Miss
Wilson, the principal expressed
support for the programme and
expressed the view that Miss Wil-
son's services could be usefully
employed on a full-time basis.

BAUXITE MINING

Parliamnentary NC!' Policy

12. M r BRYCE, to the Minister for Agriculture:

I refer the Minister to question on
notice, No. 366, of the 61h April in
which I asked the Minister to outline to
Parliament the policy of the parliamen-
tary National Country Party towards
Government proposals to expand bauxite
mining in the Darling Scarp, to which
the Minister replied that I should con-
sult his policy speech. I would ask
the Minister: Is he aware that his policy
speech makes no reference to bauxite
mining? is he aware also that his
policy speech does not in any way
refer to the Darting Scarp; and in the

light of recent statements by the presi-
dent of his party, will the Minister stop
ducking for cover and inform Parlia-
ment of the National Country Party's
policy in respect of this very important
matter?

Mr Tonkin. Contempt of Parliament!

Mr OLD replied:

The member is contemptuous. In answer
to the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
I do not know that I made any refer-
ence to my policy speech. I referred the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition to the
policy of my party and I reiterate that
within the policy document of my party
our policy towards mining of any sort
is clearly enunciated.

POLICE
Remowval o/ Messrs Fitzgibbon and Inkster

jromn Whar)

13. Dr TROY, to the Minister for Police and
Traffic:

On whose authority was Mr Fitzgibbon,
the General Secretary. of the Waterside
Workers' Federation, and the Fremantle
branch secretary, Mr Ron Inkster, asked
to leave the wharf by the police as being
unauthorised people?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
I do not know upon whose authority,
hut I believe the authority is contained
in recently gazetted Fremantle Port
Authority regulations.
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